


ARMY 
NAVY 

AIR FORCE 
MARINES 

Sf)I~ lt'AN'l'S Yf)IJ! 

Special Offer For Armed Forces Personnel! 

12 ISSUES s 16 
FOR ONLY 
Why Wait For Your Buddy To Share His Copy? 

ORDER YOUR SUB TODAY AND SAVE OVER S30! 
0 Send me one year of SOF (12 issues) for $16.00 
Name ______________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

City ______________ _ 

State ___________ Zip __ 

0 Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) 
TRPN91 

0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Bill me 

Card # _________ ,Exp. Date __ 

Signature ____________ _ 

OR CALL 1·800·435-0175 
Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO 
addresses, for a limited time only. Canada add $10.00tyr. for 
postage ~ncludes GST). All other countries add $21 .00tyr. for 
postage. Allow 6-8 weeks for first copy to arrive. Savings 
based on annual newsstand rate of $47.40. 



• .. . .. . . . . . .. . .. . 

>":- ""> 
OPERATION DESERT ~Tn~M 

)I Is s If) N 1\ (~ (~ f) )1 l, I .. IS II I~ I) 
• .. 

Desert Storm Patches 
5. 

Desert Storm PSYO PS 
Propaganda Leaftets 

Item# 
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1. DS-606 Desert Storm patch, large . . . $4.50 
2. DS-605 Desert Storm patch, small . .. ... . $3.95 
3. DS-611 Mission Accomplished, large ... . . $4.50 
4. DS-610 Mission Accomplished, small .. . .. $3.95 
5. DS-620 Desert Stocm US Flag . ... . ...... $3.50 
6. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors (2 " X 3') $2.95 

US Navy UDT /SEAL Swim Trunks 
Prized possessions of the elite Navy SEALS, these no frills 

shorts are made for action. Features: large back pocket ; 
button fly; adjustable cinch waist belt; military spec hard
ware and construction. Made in USA. 
Sizes: 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40. 11Bm # C-230. Choose: . 
0 Khaki (official color; 50% cotton/50% poly) .... $21.95 
O TigerStripe(Vietnampattern, 100%cotton) . .. . $24.95 

bold, multicolor designs are silkscreen
ed onto a heavyweight 50/50 I-shirt. 
Made in USA. 
(Shirts # 1, 4, 6 have bright overlay print 
of "USA Kicks Butt"; shirt# 3 overlay 
print of "Mission Accomplished") 
Any shirt $10.95/each; 
any 3 for $9.95/each. 

Item# 
1. DS-205 Tank 
2. DS-206 Welcome Home Flag 
3. DS-207 Soldiers with Gas Masks 
4. DS-210 Jet Plane 
5. DS-211 Welcome Home Eagle 
6. DS-212 Soldiers wnh Helmets 

US Navy UDT /SEAL 
Shirts Each shirt is boldly emblazoned with the 

official SEAL emblem silkscreened onto the 
chest. Made in USA. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Choose: 
O T-shirt, Navy blue- heavyweight 

50/50 fabric 11Bm #T-605 .. . $9.95 
0 SEAL Special Operations 
Reversible Shirt- super heavy weight 

(2 shirts in 1') : 100% cotton . Navy blue 
reverses to bright gold for emergency 
spotting & signalling . 
llBm#T-606 .. . ......... $19.95. 

SHIPPING 
Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 

below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage. packaging , insurance and handling . 
Ordersupto$10 .00 . . .$3.95 
Orders $10.01 to $20.00 $4.95 
Orders $20.01 to $50 .00 . $5.95 
Orders $50.01 to $70.00 . $6.95 
Orders $70 01 to $100.00 . . $7.95 
Orders $100.01 to $200.00 ...... $8.95 
Ordersover$200 01 .$10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

Action Videos - all are about 30 minutes in 
VHS format. . $14.95/each. 

General Norman H. Schwarzkopf-
A chronicle of this warrior's life . . .... 11Bm # B-610. 
Navy SEALS - The Real Story -
action footage from Vietnam' . . . . Item # B-605. 
Apache Attack Helicopters- ride in the cockpit & see the 
awesome power used in Operation Desert Storm' . 

. .. ... . .. . .. .. . Item #B-640 

Designed by the US Army Psychological Operations group 
(PSYOPS) , millions of these leaflets were dropped by US 
F-16 jets onto the entrenched Iraqi troops. Proof of their ef
fectiveness was seen dramatically on TV sets around the 
world as thousands of Iraqi soldiers surrendered while wav
ing· their Safe Conduct Pass leaflet above their heads' 

Kaufman 's has meticulously reproduced the original 12 
PSYOPS Propaganda Leaflets. We have printed them in ex
acting detail and send them complete with English transla
tions. Several of the leaflets share the same front, a full color 
counterfeit of the 25 Dinar (Iraqi currency) because the Iraqi 
soldier could be shot for possessing propaganda from the 
enemy. This way , the soldiers could fold the leaflet in half 
and it looked like a regular bill' Also included in the set is the 
now-famous Safe Conduct Pass. 

Read for yourself the powerful , psychologically compell
ing arguments that convinced tens of thousands of Iraqi 
troops to lay down their arms rather than fight" 
llBm#DS-150 .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. ' 9.95/set 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 

WE SHIP C.0.0.- C.0.0. FEE $5.95 

Sany! No Dog Tag PrlnHna Orders By Telephone. 

• Dog Tag Silencers - biack. non
glare rubber bumpers for lag. 
Item #X-650 ....... .. ....... . . . .. $1 .95/palr. 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42NO ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

On one side is a law office with suites in Washington's toniest commercial 
space, populated by eager litigators whose sole client happily pays all the 
bills. On the other side are a few federal employees wh1?• . like most 
Americans, don't have the cash to fund $300-an-hour defense rawyers. 

Several retired CIA officials have stepped into this financial breach 
between Congress's Independent Counsel Lawrence Walsh and his newest 
targets at CIA headquarters. The five former officials decided that Walsh's 
high-handed prosecutorial tactics justify a legal defense fund for their former 
colleagues. "The issue is fair play," said Richard Stolz, who retired last year 
as the third-ranking CIA employee. "There's no way that any of these people 
can match what the independent counsel can bring to bear in terms of 
resources." 

That's for sure. Walsh's cost to taxpayers has passed the $40 million 
· mark. That doesn't include tens of millions of dollars in indirect public 
expenditures, making this the most expensive prosecution in history. In 
contrast, the half dozen current and former intelligence officials Walsh has 
targeted get no legal help from the CIA despite the fact that none of them is 
accused of personally profiting. The likely claim against Clair George, Duane 
Clarridge and others is that their official acts somehow violated the infamous 
Boland amendment, which Walsh has never bothered to take to court or 
prove was constitutional. 

One reason to hope that this legal fund succeeds is that Walsh might 
actually have to prove his cases in court instead of coercing pleas to 
non-crimes. 

Conviction by financial coercion has been Walsh's modus operandi from 
the start. His first "victory" came against contra fundraisers Spitz Channell 
and Richard Miller. After facing costs of $60,000 just to meet Walsh 's 
demands for photocopy, they pleaded to a tax violation. Unfortunately for 
Walsh, the IRS and Justice Departments quickly clarified that their 
fundraising was no crime. 

Indeed, it looks as if Walsh will have lost every major case he brought 
against defendants who came up with the money to hire lawyers to fight 
back. Ollie North raised funds to hire the non-potted plants at Williams & 
Connally. The federal appeals court in Washington, backed by the Supreme 
Court, threw out North 's convictions because of abuses by Walsh. Chief 
among these was using evidence that was supposed to be immunized. The 
same errors should lead to the reversal of John Poindexter's convictions. 

No other prosecutor in the country has the unlimited budget against a few 
selected defendants that Congress bequeathes to Walsh in exchange for 
pursuing the congressional goal of criminalizing policy differences with the 
executive branch of government. In the process, Walsh has become exhibit 
A against the idea of independent counsels. 

As a public service, herewith the address to help defend the CIA officials 
from Prosecutor Walsh: 

Legal Defense Fund PO Box 309 Merrifield, Virginia 22116 
Should you support Walsh, he needs no contributions. As a taxpayer, 

you're already covering whatever bills he submits, no questions asked. 
Reprinted courtesy of The Wall Street Journal.~ 
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FEATURES 

POWs - Page 46 Photo: Barr/Liaison 

BOOMING BIG-BORE BULLPUP .. . ... . . . .. ... Peter G. Kokalis 
SOF T&Es AWC Technology's new 7.62x51 mm NATO G2 bullpup rifle 26 

TO HELL ON A SHINING PATH . . .. . . . . .. ..... . ... Peter Noble 
Correspondent Peter Noble decided the best way to break into the combat
reporting game was to go find some combat, and Peru has no shortage of that. 
Here's his front-line story on the elusive Maoist Sendero Luminoso and MATA 
terrorist movements 30 

IN SEARCH OF MIAs . .. . . .. . . . ...... . .. ... .. .. . . Garry L. Smith 
Since September 1988, U.S. military teams have returned to Vietnam to 
investigate missing-in-action cases from the war. Smith led one of these teams into 
the infamous Ashau Valley, and this is his story 34 

(IN AND) OUT OF ANGOLA . . . . . ............... . John Coleman 
After 16 years of civil war, peace has broken out in this southern African country 
and it appears the good guys won. On instructions from the Publisher - "Get into 
Jamba and get a photo" - our Managing Editor did just that and came away 
wondering, "Is it real, or is it Memorex?" 36 

CRACK-UP IN CROATIA .. . . . . . .. ... ... . .. . .. . . .. Mike Williams 
Fighting for freedom or just more silly-ass separatists? Correspondent Mike 
Williams reports from Yugoslavia on the Croatian and Slovenian struggle against 
army-supported Serbians 40 

POW /MIA .......... . .. . .. .. .... . .............. . ... . . Gerard Calla 
From zealots to debunkers, from conspiracists to those who make their living on 
the bones of dead Gls, everyone has their own POW/MIA agenda. Yet does 
anyone really want to answer the question: "What happened to our troops missing 
in Southeast Asia?" A few do - but most don't 46 
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BLOODY, BEAUTIFUL 
KURDISTAN . ... Peter Douglas 
Scattered in the mountains in parts of 
Turkey, Iran, Iraq, the Soviet Union 
and Lebanon, the Kurds are the largest 
ethnic group in the world without their 
own country. With Saddam Hussein 
still after them, the Kurds are fighting 
(and dying) in the mountains 
of Iraq 52 

DOES THE U.S. ARMY 
HAVE A FEAR OF 
FIREARMS? . . Robert K. Brown 
Why weren't troops guarding Patriot 
missile sites in Saudi Arabia issued 
magazines for their weapons? Why 
weren't troops allowed to carry live 
ammunition during the war? Were our 
troops being set up like the Marines in 
Beirut in 1983? Our intrepid Editor/ 
Publisher saw it all while he was in 
Saudi, and here's his report 58 

KHO ST 
BUSTERS .... Bruce Richardson 
The Soviets are not only in disarray at 
home, but also beyond their "sacred 
borders," as in Afghanistan. Muja
hideen took advantage of Soviet-style 
military administration and, after a 
decisive battle, recaptured their provin
cial capital of Khost 60 

Afghanistan - Page 60 Photo: Bruce Richardson 
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Peru - Page 30 Photo: Peter Noble 

SPECIAL 8-PAGE BONUS SECTION: 
SOF's WEAPONS CACHING MANUAL 

"The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last 
resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in government." - Thomas Jefferson. "Arms in 
the hands of citizens may be used at individual discretion in private self-defense." - John 
Adams. "When firearms go, all goes. We need them every hour. "- George Washington 

No one, then or now, has been more eloquent regarding why "we the people" have the right 
to keep and bear arms. Yet, in the politically correct 1990s, the fashion is to disarm every 
law-abiding man and woman in the United States because "government will take care of us." 
Bullshit. We'll take care of ourselves, thank you, even if federal , state and city governments 
think otherwise. That's why we're printing this self-help manual on weapons caching - to 
help you help yourself if Big Brother comes knocking at your door. Remove it and keep it with 
the Special Forces Caching Manual we printed last month. But keep them in a safe place. 
We're afraid someday you may need them 89 

Kurdistan - Page 52 Photo: Peter Douglas 
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COVER 

It started with a rash of bogus photos earlier 
this year, then suddenly the issue of 
Prisoners of War/Missing in Action from the 
Vietnam War was - once again - a hot 
topic. And that's the problem: it was a 
"topic," not an issue anyone seemed to 
want to seriously resolve. Why? All too 
often, the question of Southeast Asia POW/ 
MIAs has become a political (or economic) 
agenda for many individuals and groups 
whose livelihood depends on the question 
not being answered; too many rice bowls 
and too many "careers" would be broken if 
it were. This month, we take a close look at 
those who've made their living off shattered 
dreams and broken promises, beginning on 
page 46 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

PLAY IT 
AGAIN , 

· SADDAM
PLEASE ... 

degree murder and 
two counts of using 
a firearm in a vio
lent crime. FMLN 
rebels adm itted last 
January that their 
forces killed the two 
injured men. The 
true identity of 
"Porfirio" is not yet 
known . 

WOMEN 
FIGHTER JOCKS? 

The Senate has 
voted 97-2 to au
thorize a second 
U.S. military as
sault on Iraq, in the 
event force is 
needed to encour
age Saddam Hus
sein to comply with 
the U.N. resolution 
demanding de
struction of Iraq's 
chemical, biologi
cal and nuclear 
weapons. 

The U.N. resolu
tion mandates that 
all nuclear materi
als in Iraq suitable 
for use in bomb 

Flight of Fantasy ... Ed Del Rosso of Marlboro, New Jersey, is offering three-week 
coast-to-coast barnstorming flights in a 1943 Stearman and/or a Great Lakes Sports biplane 
for those who want to get away from - but not too high above - it all. The cost? If you have 
to ask, you can't go. Contact Del Rosso at (908) 591-0412. 

Although the 
Armed Services 
Committee was opt
ing for a more ten
tative study ap
proach, the Senate 
has voted 93-3 to 
allow women to fly 
in Air Force, Navy 
and Marine Corps 

manufacture be placed under interna
tional control, and that the Iraqi stock
pile of chemical and biological weap
ons be destroyed under international 
supervision. Although the U.S.-led Co
alition thought the bulk of Saddam's 
NBC toys had been destroyed during 
the Gulf War, U.N. inspectors have 
located large stockpiles that were un
damaged, and have yet to uncover 
stockpiles they believe Saddam has, 
but will not acknowledge. 

00tJ OOESf\l'T 
LEARN TOO FASI. 

DOES i.lE? 

4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

FEDS INDICT 
SALVADORAN REBEL... 

A U.S. federal grand jury has 
handed down an indictment and arrest 
warrant for the Salvadoran rebel be
lieved to have murdered Army Lieuten
ant Colonel David H. Pickett and Pri
vate Earnest Dawson after their heli
copter was shot down in eastern El 
Salvador last January. The indictment 
charges the guerrilla, known only as 
"Porfirio," with two counts of first-

combat aircraft. It is expected that the 
first combat assignment of women 
aviators could take place within a year. 
The individual services will have the 
option to decide when and where 
women will be given combat aircraft 
assignments. Army and Marine Corps 
officials were quoted as saying they 
would resist any change in combat 
assignments even if the law is 
changed. Army assignment policy is 
determined by regulation , rather than 
law. In a unrelated announcement, the 
Navy advises it has grounded F-16 
fighters because of cracks in them. 
"The Navy believes any cracks are a 
reason to ground the aircraft ," Navy 
spokesman Lt. Fred Henney said. 

SMARTER SPOOKS ... 
The Senate Select Committee on 

Intelligence, hoping tomorrow's intelli
gence officers will have more intelli
gence, proposes diverting funds from 
intelligence agencies to establish a 
$180 million fund to improve the edu
cation of American students in the 
international skills needed by tomor
row's spooks and diplomats. 

DON'T LEAVE LIBYA WITHOUT IT ... 
Donations to the African National 

Congress (ANG) have been a little off 
lately, so the South African organiza
tion has been hitting up old friends, 
including Libyan semi-strongman 

NOVEMBER 91 



GET EVEN 
The Video of Dirty Tricks 

When life gets ugly, you have to play dirty. George Hayduke shows you 
how in outrageous, indescribable ways that have to be seen to be believed. 

just doesn't get any dirtier than The Video of Dirty Tricks. This video takes up where 
the Get Even books leave off, and it is for serious revenge seekers only. Video vengeance is 

not for the faint of heart or weak of stomach .. It contains some of the vilest, sickest, most humiliating 
- yet effective - tricks ever seen. They cost little or no money and can be executed by - or against -

anyone. So if you know some bullies who need to be busted (and this applies to their anatol")lies and their 
lives in general) , turn all the weapons at your disposal against them. What weapons? Chicken parts, 

sewage, excrement, roadkil l ... nothing is too disgusting! Isn't it time you taught a few people the meaning of 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T? The Get Even video is rated "R" for Revenge and is for entertainment purposes only. Videos are 

nonreturnable. Color, approx. 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 

BUSINESS 
PARTNERS 

.45 ACP SUPER GUNS 
Modified .45 Autos for 

Competition, Hunting, and 
Personal Defense 

by f. M. Ramos 
The rugged. reliable Colt .45 1911 
pistol is the greatest handgun of all 
time. Here is an exhaustive look at 
the classic masterpieces , the 
double-action and full-aulo conver
sions, and the latest high -tech 
custom guns. Hundreds of beautiful 
photos. 8 1 /2 x 11 . soltcover, 
photos, illus .. 144 pp. $20.00 

ARRIVE ALIVE 
Tony Scotti's Comple te 

Counternmbush-Antiterrorist 
Driving Course 

Here's a crash course in recog· 
nizing and escaping ambushes on 
the road before they become 
unsolvable and deadly ernergen· 
cies. Action-packed footage shows 
high-speed turns , braking and 
ramming. See actual assassin· 
ations recreated and analyzed for 
mistakes and solutions. Color, 58 
min .. VHS only. $59.95 

BUSINESS PARTNERS 
The Best Pistol/Ammunition 

Combina tions for 
Personal Defense 

by Peter Alon Kosier 
Here is a practical and real istic 
assessment of which modern bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situa· 
l ion. From the truth about wound bal· 
listics to the debate over the most 
effective calibers, this book holds 
no1hing back. 5 1 /2 x 8 112. hardcov
er. photos. illus .. 200 pp. $22.95 

JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 

by Ed CtJrson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity. and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully tor eight years 
using the exact methods outlined in 
this book. Find out how to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2 x 8 112. softcover. 48 pp. $10.00 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

• "'" •'"' " c'"" "-' ~ ~ 

GET 
EVEN 

Cll'El(i\TICl N 

DIUST 
~tsERTS 
@ 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and lactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11 , soft· 
cover. photos. illus .. 240 pp. $19.95 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business. government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
politica l dirty tricksters. For enter· 
tainment only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard· 
cover. 208 pp. $19.95 

THE IRAQI ARMY 
Organization and Tactics 

From SCUD missle units to the elite 
Republican Guard, here's the most 
up-to-date tactical handbook on every 
aspect a l the Iraqi army recently 
decimated by U.S.·led coalition forces 
during Operation Desert Storm. This 
manual provides valuable insight into 
the U.S. military's doctrine of quick 
and violenl attack that will shape the 
lace of modern warfare into the next 
century. 5 112 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 
192 pp. $15.00 

OPERATION JUST DESERTS 
A Guerilla's Guide to 

Gett ing E\·cn 
by General Trickery 

When pests, human and nonhuman, 
upset your life's delicate balance, it 
doesn't always call for all·out war; 
sometimes it just requires a little 
"police action." This arsenal of 
peslilent pranks will help you turn the 
tables on your tormentors and effect 
a glorious liberation: your own. For 
enttertainment purposes only. 5 112 x 
8 112. softcover. 120 pp. $14.00 

U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War 11 · Korea · Vietnam 

• 

Middle East · Grenada· Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. military's shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In lhis new 
video· release, you'll see rare footage 
of SEA Ls in action from WWI I to 
loday·s '"dirty little wars.'" Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . . until now. Color, 
approx. 35 min .. VHS only. $29.95 

SEA Ls 
UDT/SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 
by TL. Bosiljevac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs" role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 1 /2 x 8 
1/2. hardcover. photos, 272 pp. 

$26.95 

BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 

• 

A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors -
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouse3 in the country -
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or·death 
situations. Therefore, this film is tor 
information purposes only. Color. 
approx. 50 min .. VHS only. $29.95 

THE CREDIT GAME 
Playing To Win 

• 

If you ' re taking a beat ing on the 
financial playing field. chances are 
you just need some coaching in the 
mechanics of developing - and 
defending - your credit rating. Watch 
the credit game in action and find out 
how even the little guys can play to 
win. Get the low-down on game rules. 
winning strategies and, when all else 
fails, how to cheat! Color, approx. 35 
min .. VHS only. $34.95 

~---• ~"- PALADIN PRESS 
Ill' P.O. Box 1307- IKS 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES ----;'! C RED IT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
~ 1-800-392-2400 ljjjjjijjjjii 

STREET LETHAL. •. . .•...••••.. . . $ 1 5.95 

SCREW UNTO O THERS .•.... $ 1 9.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

MEDICAL H ANDBOOK ..... $ 19.95 

I NTO THE PRIMITJVE . . . . . ... •. $ 1 5.00 

A BOUNCER'S GUIDE TO 

BARROOM BRAWLING ••••. $ 1 7 .95 

BAIL ENFORCER ••••. •• •.• . •••. • $ 16.95 

MINl-14 SUPER SYSTEMS •.• $ 1 6.95 

CREDIT: 

THE CUTTING EDGE . .... •• $25.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER •...... ... .. • $12.00 

H ow TO FtND A NYONE, 

ANYWHERE . . .......... ....... $19.95 

BREAK CONTACT, 

CONTINUE MISSION . •. ...• $22.95 

T o RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT, AND 

SPEAK THE T RUTH •......... $26.00 

CREDIT SECRETS ..... . . .....•.• $12.00 

U .S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

A -TEAM VIETNAM 

COMBAT MANUAL. .• •.•... . $19.95 

I p,~ "~:":::·;;,<,~,~:~~~ T'"'" 

I 

lliiiiitl Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a ~ 
week, from any s1,11e but A laska. Send $1 .00 for I 
SO-page CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order). 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD EXP 

I 
CARD# 

0 CHECK / MONEY ORDER 

SUBTOTAL ---1 I NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ PLEASE I NCLUDE 
ADDRESS POSTAGE & HANDLNG ~ 

MON EY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Bould er, CO 80306 
1303)443-7250 • FAX (303)442 -874 1 

f \!idt:ota/H.'S arf! 11onn!l11rm1/JJt... Dnmagt:d tapt!S will br: replru:ed.} l: - - - ..::. ~ - T=- I 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Moammar Khadaffi. Unfortunately, his 
recent $1 million donation to the ANC 
was channeled through American Ex
press, who glommed the money to 
comply with U.S. sanctions that were 
imposed on Libya for its backing of 
international terrorists. Heh, heh, heh. 

COLD WAR CASH? ... 
The Soviet decision to withdraw all 

old 50- and 100-ruble notes from 
circulation is posing a problem for 
Swiss bankers, who are holding large 
stocks of them. 

BUSY BANKERS ... 
The image of The Bank of Credit 

and Commerce International (BCCI) 
currently under investigation gets 
blacker and blacker. Senate investiga
tor Jack Blum has uncovered evidence 
that BCCI helped finance and ship 
North Korean Scuds to Syria and PRC 
Silkworm missiles to the Middle East, 
and handled financing for other Chi
nese arms sales around the world -as 
well as helping Pakistani generals skim 
money and weapons intended for Af
ghan guerrillas and aiding Jordanian 
arms sales to Guatemala. Also, as we 
go to press, accusations are being 
published of a BCCI role in Afghani
stan's poppy fields. 
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CACHED KALASHNIKOV KARMA ... 
The DoD has issued a warning to 

anyone who might have ignored or 
been unaware of prohibitions on bring
ing back AKs as Gulf War souvenirs, 
that wood-stocked AKs have been 
found booby-trapped with high explo
sives in the stock, rigged to detonate 
when fired. Official advice is to contact 
DoD or the BATF. In the event you 
have mustered out and no longer have 
ready access to the DoD, or live in a 
remote area with no BATF office, you 
will at least want to have a qualified 
EOD type check it out, or fire it several 
times from behind a barricade with a 
long string to the trigger. Then you still 
have to figure how to pull this legal 
chestnut out of the fire, since importa
tion/possession of an unregistered AK 
is verboten .. Advice? There are proce
dures, but first contact a lawyer. 

BRIGHT IDEA ... 
The Army Systems Acquisition Re

view Council has approved full-scale 
development of the Stingray laser 
weapon, with production of 165 weap
ons for fitting on Bradley IFVs to begin 
in 1995. In use, the laser will automati
cally search out and attack any vehi
cles hidden in front of the Bradley, 
frying periscopes, TV sensors, and the 
eyes of the enemy crew. 

EASTERN NATIONS OK'D 
FOR MUNITIONS BUYS ... 

Poland, the Czech and Slovak Fed
eral Republic, and Hungary can now 
purchase commercial defense-related 
goods from United States suppliers, 
subject to proper licensing and export 
approval, according to the State De
partment's Office of Defense Trade 
Policy. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH ... 
To Peter Kessler of the Bronx, and 

Ron Hall of Gore Bay, Ontario, for their 
respective donations to the El Salava
dor/Nicaragua Defense Fund and Af
ghan Freedom Fighters Fund, and to 
those generous friends who did not 
want their names printed. 

NO AMNESTY FOR WAR 
SOUVENIRS ... 

Contrary to rumors, reports in the 
press and information given to SOF by 
Central Command, NO AMNESTY 
HAS BEEN ISSUED by the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF) to returning Desert Shield/ 
Storm troops who brought illegal Iraqi 
war souvenirs back with them. 

That no amnesty exists has been 
confirmed for SOF by Jack Killorin, 
chief of the Public Affairs Branch of the 
BATF. Although Mr. Killorin said that 
the goal of the BATF is to retrieve 
contraband weapons and not prose
cute those individuals who voluntarily 
turn them in, there are no guarantees 
to that effect and anyone turning in a 
legally contraband Iraqi war souvenir 
to the BATF does so at their own risk. 

SOF apologizes for passing on erro
neous information in the last issue, 
which we received in good faith from a 
Navy Public Affairs Officer at 
CENTCOM. 

We are currently investigating how 
- and possibly why - these rumors 
of amnesty were started, and if there 
have been any military personnel pros
ecuted in the past, based on informa
tion military authorities received from 
the BATF after a contraband weapon 
was voluntarily turned in. 

When trying to discern the real facts 
of government policies and directives, 
there is no such thing as being too 
cynical. This is one lesson that wi ll not 
be lost on SOF, we can assure you."9( 
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Save 40°'0 on Gerber! 
c ~nzndJ 

Guardian 
#GB5800 
Retail ...... $70 
Your Discount Price $42·00 

• 3 3/ 8" double edge blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Blackened aluminum handle 
• Cord ura sheath w / boot/belt clip 

Mark I 
#GB5600 
Retail ...... $81.75 
Your Discount Price 

• 5" double edge blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Blackened aluminum handle 
• Cordura sheath w/boot / bel t clip 

Mark II 
#GB5700 
Retail ...... $98 
Your Discount Price 

• 6 1/2" double edge, serrated blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Blackened aluminum handle 
• Cord ura she a th 

Shoulder Harness 
(knife & slreatl1 not included) 

#BC8722 $
995 Your Price · 

• Lightweight & comfortable! 
• Blackie Coll ins design 
• Works w /Guardian & Mark I 

Parabellum w/black Nylon sheath 
#GB7049 
Retail .. .... $85 
Your Discount Price $51 ·00 

Parabellum w/Cordura swivel sheath 
#GB7028 
Retail ...... $100 
You r Discount Price 

• 4 1 / 4" blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Super positive Bolt-Action lock 

LMF w/o sawteeth 
#GB5957 
Retail ...... $169 
Your Discount Price $101·40 

LMF w/ sawteeth 
#GB5959 
Retail ...... $190.50 
Your Discount Price $114·30 

• 6" blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Dupont Hypalon handle 
• Black Cordura shea th 

BMF w/o sawteeth 
#GB5925 
Retail ...... $234 
Your Discount Price 

BMF w/ sawteeth 
#GB5928 
Retail ...... $256 
Your Discount Price $153·60 

• 9" blade 
• 440-A steel 
• Dupont Hypalon hand le 
• Black Cordura shea th w /built-in sharpener 

Australian Bowie 
#GB5978 
Retail ...... $152.50 
Your Discount Price 

• 9 1 /2" non-reflective blade 
• 425 high ca rbon steel 
• Kraton handle 
• Black Cordura shea th w / Bianchi clip 

Q~B!SB 
A Fiskars~mpany 

Gator 
#GB6069 Plain 
#GB6079 50-50 
Retail ...... $50 
Your Discount Price 

• 3 3/ 4" clip-point blade 
• Plain or 50/50 ed ge 
• Non-slip Kraton handle 
• Rugged Nylon shea th 

Sport Axe 
#GB5908 
Retai l ...... $54.50 
Your Discount Price 

• 4 3/ 4" cu tting edge 
• 14" overa ll , weighs only 24.5 oz. total' 
• Lexan shea th w I ca rrying handle 

- ----- - --Mai l Order Form 

Yes / please rush me the foll owing: 

Qty. Corle Dcscriplio11 Price 

I und erstand thatifl am not completely sa tisfied 
I may return my order within 30 days for a prompt 
refund . Please include the lates t Cutlery Shoppe 
catalog with my order. 

Your Na me _____________ _ 

Address ______________ _ 

City, State, Zip ____________ _ 

Daytime Phone ( __ ) ________ _ 

D Money Order or Check enclosed 
(checks lzeld 21 days) 

D Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD, 

1 

AMERICAN EXPRESS or DISCOVER 

I ~ CE:l ~[ii 
Credit card# --------------

1 Expiration da te ____ _ 

I Authori zed s ignature: ___________ _ 

\ Mail to: 

I 
Cutlery Shoppe Dept. SF 
5461 Kendall Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 Don't let the great prices fool you! I 

These are brand new, top-quality knives, Shipping & Handling: 

backed in full by Gerber's lifetime I 
guarantee. 

Cutlery Shoppe 's enormous buying I 
power allows us to pass this incredible I 
savings on to you . Nobody sells Gerber 

$7 per order for shipping & handl ing ·- add $3.75 for C.0.D. (cash 
only-48 states) . $10 shipping & handli ng to CANADA. Foreign 
orders please call, write or fa x for shipping costs. 

like Cutlery Shoppe! I 
l 

For Fastest Service, 
Call 1-800-231-1272 



r PANZER ·1 ·-·-.,,_ ... --
' i 

6791 $14.95 1073+ $14.95 1214-9999* $34.95 6718 $39.95 1305-9999* $24.95 6759-9999* $27.95 6767 $17.95x 6411 $24.95 

l ~i! 
WAR"ionmq 

6726 S12.95x 6734 $22.00 

6684 $27.95 6635 $19.95 6197 $29.95 6221 $22.95 

~ 
Iii 

6742-9999* 
$35.00 

I 
I . 

. 

tll~l~'l1 Sf)tll~ 
f)I~ IIIS'l1f)llY'S 
l)l~1ll)l~Il~S'l1 

1~1t•Il'l
1

INf• 
tl1lf~IIINl~S 
As a member of The Military Book Club, you'll come 
face-to-face with the fiercest warriors the world has 
known. From medieval battlefields to the Argonne 
Forest ... from the skies of von Richthofen to today's 
top guns. Discover their weapons ... their strategies 
and tactics. Understand the men and their causes . .. 
how they won ... and why they lost. It's all waiting 
for you in The Military Book Club. 

0950 $19.95 1149 $17.95 8268 $17.95 1289 $18.95 1024 $21.95 3913 $29.95 6247 $14.95 5025-9999* $24.95 6114+ $9.95x 9514 $27.95 

I I ' 

8292+ $16.95 5934+ $35.00 6072-9999* $40.00 6296 $18.95 6189 $27.95 6288 $12.95 0372 $18.95 1099 $24.95 0448 $19.95 1081 $17.95 

6148-9999* $24.95 0505-9999* $24.95 1230 $16.95 9480++ $19.95 4184-9999* $24.95 0737 $9.95x 1420+ $11.95 3517 $22.95 5975-9999* 5991-9999* $24.95 
$39.95 

**'l1IIE tlII~I'l~UlV llOOil (~l~IJll®** 
YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR MILITARY BOOKS 
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- JanKn;ght

BraveMen's 
Blood 

0257++ $19.95 1497.9999• $39.95 5108-9999• $24.95 5744.9999• $40.00 0307-9999• $39.95 0133.9999• $24.95 8318+ $19.95x 6023-9999• $39.95 

i~I 

MAVffil(K 
WAR 
°l~DNT':.t~T 

FIYINGTIGERS 

DUAllflCHUln 

I 
0349+ $7.95x 3442 $29.95 

I 
5728 $24.95 

IN}O 
Camboclia ,,..._ 
SammnO!JmlTr, 1970 

4804 $24.95 

'111~,~E f.~ J~f)f)l{S ,. ·1~ith membership 
ilNI :a I f)ll ',. xSpecialedition exclusivelyforClub members 

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP IS ACCEPTED .. . 
A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% satisfied with 
your books, return them within 10 days at our expense and owe 
nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You 'll receive up to 15 issues a year. 
Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety 
of alternate books from the Club's extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do 
nothing-it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book-or 
none at all-simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% 
off publishers' editi on prices. Club books are sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign mem
bership anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 
10 days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 
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TUil 
• Counts as 2 choices + Softcover ++Fiction 

~~ .J ~ • a ~t~L,J,~,~ary Book Club Please write book )I II 1'11 lll'1 --------------, 

,1 HOO I{ (~l.A(JJI® ** ~s5_0B~~s~~~h Street numbers here. 

Your #1 Source for Military Books Indianapo lis, IN 
46205-6357 

YES! Please enro ll me in The Military Book 
Club according to the risk-free membership plan 
described in this ad . Send me the 4 BOOKS I've 
indicated. Bill me just 9811: , plus shipping and 
handling. 

27599 09 
If you select a book that 

counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 

code number in one box 
and 9999 in the next. 

Mr./Mrs. 
Miss/Ms . ---------~----------

please print 

Address ---------------- Apt. ___ _ 

City ___ ________ state ___ Zip ___ _ 

Members accepled In U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from Canada, where 
offer is sli ghtly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject 
any applicati on. SOF 11 / 91 
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FLAK 

BRUTALITY 
GRATUITY ... 

Thanks for the arti
cle "Brutal ity Reality" 
in your September '91 
issue. It was an excel
lent perspective that 
even opened my eyes 
(I have been a city 
police officer for nearly 
a decade) . 

I've been put in the 
hospital on three dif
ferent occasions, not 
including the times 
I've been bandaged 
up after being as
saulted . My nose has 
been broken, my finger nearly bitten 
off, and I've been sniped at. And there 
have been numerous other encounters 
involving everything from handguns to 
sharpened pieces of glass. 

I appreciate your magazine taking a 
look at police brutality from our point of 
view. 

Richard Baughn 
Austin, Texas 

BRUTALITY DUBIETY ... 
I am writing in regard to your article 

titled "Brutality Reality." When a civil 
ian hits a police officer, it's assault; 
when a police officer hits a civilian , it's 
use of force - is that what you're trying 
to tell me in this article? 

If it is, then I'd better .become a 
police officer, so I can kick ass and call 
it "use of force." No matter what it's 
called, it's still assault, which is a crime 
in the USA. 

Derek Twyman 
Jackson, North Carolina 

FLAK IN THE GROIN ... 
About the story in your July '91 

issue, "SAS Dares In The Gulf, " I have 
never read such a pathetically fabri 
cated story in my life. It was tripe. As I 
am an ex-rupert of the regiment, let me 
enlighten you. 

Members of the SAS do not talk to 
reporters , and they do not - unlike our 
poor man's counterparts in America 
- seek publ icity . You will not dis
cover/uncover that which we have 
done until approximately 10 years after 
we've done it (unless, of course, you 
happen to be an adversary) . Any 
serving member of the SAS who talked 
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to the media would be RTU'd - and 
believe me, that would be a fate worse 
than death to us. 

So please leave us our of your 
fantasy world ; we prefer the shadows 
to the limelight. 

F. Bowie 
Honolulu , Hawaii 

FLAK ON THE BACK ... 
I found the article "Party Crashing in 

Krakow" in your August '91 issue to be 
right on target. I had the honor of 
earning Polish and Soviet wings in 
Poland on a tour there during June 
1991. Originally, we were just going to 
jump with the Polish Airborne, but to 
my surprise, we were able to earn 
Soviet wings, too. The professionalism 
and spirit of the Polish paratroopers 
was 110%, just as you said. 

SOF has once again proven that it is 
accurate, on target, and in a class all its 
own. Fortunately, I was able to experi
ence the things SOF printed, and could 
very much relate to your reporting . 
Keep up the good work , and keep 
telling it like it is. 

Walter Noonan 
Cincinnati , Ohio 

LAWS "R" U.S . ... 
I am compelled by conscience and 

by our Constitution to remind those 
readers of SOF who are in the military 
and the police that they are sworn to 
"uphold and defend the Constitution 
from all enemies both foreign and 
domestic; and to obey the lawful com
mands of (their) superiors." I took that 
oath 17 years ago, and am still bound 
byit. 

I am grieved and 
angry over what is 
going on in our govern
ment. We are being 
compelled to choose 
between what the new 
laws demand, and 
what is clearly set forth 
in the Constitution. 

Therefore, I say to 
those in the military 
and the police, who are 
sworn to uphold and 
defend the Constitu
tion before all else: If 
you enforce laws 

. which violate the Bill of 
Rights in our Constitu

tion, you are in violation of your oath of 
office. 

Your loyalty belongs to the Constitu
tion - not to the president, not to the 
Congress, not to the courts, not to local 
and state politicians. When unconstitu
tional laws are passed, they should be 
neither enforced nor obeyed. The peo
ple who pass such laws should be 
voted the hell out of office; and remem
ber, nex1 year is an election year. 

Stephen G. Rodenbough 
Denver, Colorado 

Approximately 18,000 new laws, con
stitutional or not, are passed each and 
every year in the United States by 
federal, state and local lawmakers; 
very few laws are ever removed from 
the books. 

AMENDMENT ROULETTE ... 
Since "the pen is mightier than the 

sword," why not "press control" as well 
as "gun control"? The first phase of 
press control would be a strict, "en
lightened" licensing program. Now, 
who could object to harmless govern
ment licensing? Drivers are licensed, 
aren't they? Why not journalists? 

Nex1, a seven-day "waiting period" 
should be made mandatory prior to 
every publication or broadcast. This 
would allow government agents time to 
conduct background checks on jour
nalists to ensure they weren't mentally 
ill , had no criminal records , were li
censed, and their articles had been 
government-approved. Then, we 
would need "safe journalism" govern
ment-supervised training schools and 
registration of printing equipment, es-
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DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 

MULTIPLIES SOUND 
5000TIMES 

The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant Sound Detectors 
combines the best features of older models to bring you the 

most versatne unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-112" bulk· 
\ In parabolic dish with "8plder-mounr su-

per-sensitive microphone for Sound 
Mirror effect, previously found only on 
larger, more currbersome sound de-

( tectors. VanSleekleatures handystze 
(weighs about 2·bs.), Is easy to use In 
tight places. Made for professional 

hunters to hear approaching animals at 
great distance, the VanSleek has been 

discovered by the security Industry. On city 
terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. 

~ • Solldstate-of·the-artdrcultry. Soundcut-01!. Pow· 
ered by 6 penlight batteries for Increased airplltude. Use VanSleek and enjoy ITirrored sound 
gathering not possible with direct receiver produds. Sold world-wide to government, ITilltary, 
police, hunters & fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back guarantee. 
$148.00 + $4.00 shipping. 

VOICE CHANGER TELEPHONE 
A DIGITAL VOICE CHANGER IS BUILT INTO 
THISSTANDARDDESKTOPTELEPHONE. Use 
it to alter your voice when placing or receiving phone 
calls. The precise and realistic sounding digital voice 
modification mode lets you change your voice from 
ma1c to femaJe, female to male, adult to child, child to 
adult SIXTEEN DIFFERENT PROGRAMMABLE 
VOICE MASKING LEVELS! Full feature phone is 
tone/pulse swi1chable, has last number redial, is FCC 
registered and hearing aid compatible. UL & CSA listed. 
Use as a regular voice phone, or switch to Voice Change 
Mode (has lighted mode indicator); a unique feature Jets 
you hear your altered voice in the earphone so you can 

check for desired sound. The Voice Changing Telephone is an ideal security 
device for women and children home alone; discourages annoying callers; can be 

used as a pre-screening tool; or use the extreme ranges of the digital processor to 
create funny cartoon voices. Lesser quality hand-held voice changers run over $300.00. Our price on this 
quality Telephone Voice Changer $89.00 (each add'! $80.00) each. 

PHONE RECORDER 

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls automatically. 
A "no hands" control for connecting cassette re
corder to a telephone line, simply connect one cord 
to cassette recorder & the other cord into ANY 
modular jack in the house. Set recorder for "record" 
& whenever a receiver is lif ted on any phone on the 
premises. the recorder will auromatically record. 
When the receiver is hung-up, the recorder auto
matically stops. Just $22.50 

Bug Box 
You Need The 
BUG BOX For 
Telephone 
Privacy 

Telephone tap detector notifies you of unauthorized 
intrusion onto your line. Just plug modular phone 
into tiny BUG BOX, then plug BUG BOX into wall 
jack. An indicator light tells you when someone is 
"listening in". BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every 
phone in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX nm only tells you 
if someone else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF 
with its privacy shut-out circuit. Buy one BUG BOX 
and use its indicator light to monitor line intrusion; 
buy as many BUG BOX's as you have phones and 
enjoy total pi-i.vacy shut-ou1 plus visible light indica
tors. Sale price $30.00 

EVERY COMPLAINT DESK 
NEEDS ONE OF THESE! 

~ 
Give complainers a real bang for their buck with this Complaint 
Department Hand Grenade. Hefty 2·1b. World War II style grenade 

is mounted on an attractive 4" x 6" walnut base. "Take A 
Number" it urges ... perfect for shop, office and home ... the 
ultimate problem solver! Order one for $22.50; two for 
$38.00 ($19.00 each); lour for $70.00 ($1 7.50 each); six for 
$99.00 ($16.50 each); and twelve for $1 68.00 ($14.00 each) 
+ $4.00 shipping per order, any quantity. 

BEARCAT SCANNERS 
PUT YOU ON TOP OF THE 

A CTION 
Bearcat Scanner monitors police, 
fire, aircraft, weather and morel 16 
programmable channels; covers 
11 bands (all public service such 
as police & fire departments, 4 
"Ham", federal and military land 
mobile, and AM aircraft band) 
and can search National Weather Ser
vice frequencies for up to the minute weather 
information. With 16 channels, Model 177XL T lets you 
program to your choice of frequencies. Features "channel lockout" (lets you 
skip channels); programmable search; patented "scan delay"; LCD dis· 
plays; patented tuning feature for better reception; automatic squelch; and 
a designated "priority" channel checks every two seconds for important 
messages. You control the scan speed, and direct channel access lets you 
go directly to a channel without stepping through other channels on the way. 
Measures 9" x 6" x 3", weighs 1.5-lbs. Runs on household electricity. Made 
byUniden, full warranty. Order#B1 77X, $169.95. SeeboxforFrequencies: 

New 12 BAND Scanner 
Bearcat #855XL T with all the same 
features & bands as the scanner listed 
above PLUS: ALSO SCANS THE 800-
MHz BAND (CELLULAR CAR PHONE) 
AND HAS A WHOPPING 50 CHANNEL 
PROGRAMMING CAPABILITY. Order 
#B855X, $249.00 

1) 10-Meter ·HAM" Band 
2) Low Band 
3) 6·Meter ·HAM. Band 
4) AM Alrcrall 
5) Mllltary Land Moblle 
6) 2·Melar ·HAM" Band 
7) Hlgh Band 
8) Fed Govt Land Moblla 
9) 70cm -HAM. Band 
10) UHF Band 
11) ·r · Band 
Channels: 16 

29·29.7 MHz 
29.7·50 MHz 

50·5A MHz 
118· 136 MHz 
136·144 MHz 
144·148 MHz 
148-174 MHz 
406-420 MHz 
420·450 MHz 
450-470 MHz 

0H0·5 12 MHz 

Connectors: External Antenna jade: Er:t9ma/ Speaker 
Jack: DC Power Jack 

INSTANT HEAT 
For Car & Truck 

This winter, get 
INSTANT HEAT 
in your car, truck, 
van, boat with 
"Auto Heat". This 
12-volt heater 
plugs into your 
cigarette lighter 

to run a quiet, yet 
powerful fan that puts 

out whopping 180-watts, 
600-BTU's of hot air. GET 

TOASTY WITHOUT WAITING FOR 
CAR ENGINES TO WARM UP! Six-foot cord lets you place Auto Heat 
where you need it most: in back, front, on dash. Ideal for defrosting windows. 
Comes with visor/seat pocket mounting clip or place on seat or floor. 
Lightweight. portable, small but oh so powerful. Stores easily under seat or 
in glove box. Made in the USA, Two year warranty. If you're sitting in a 
freezing car this winter, it's your own fault! Order Auto Heat for $39.95 with 
each add'I unit $36.50 + $4.00 shipping per order. 

IMcNis:-& coo ~rcier';" c":i1'toiifr~ 1-800':821-5'1s'7 
I Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I DutchGuard 
I Dept. 1191 
I P.O. Box 411687 
I Kansas City MO 64141 

I Name 

:Address 

I Ci 

I State Zip 

Item price 

$4.00 $4.00 shipping charge 
1------1 

Total enclosed 
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FLAK 

pecially if it looked 
dangerous. 

Now here's the in
spirational part: 
Press control 
wouldn 't necessitate 
changing a single 
word of the Constitu
tion; the courts 
would merely have 
to "redefine" its 
meaning to "eradi
cate" 200 years of 
"shameless, igno
rant misinterpreta
tion." 

Of course, if this 
were done, the Con
stitution would be 
permanently sub
verted and personal 
freedom dead, but aren't those small 
prices to pay for the added "safety" of 
government control? 

"Gun control" and "press control" 
are direct parallels. Both are equally 
forbidden by the Constitution and for 
precisely the same reason: the govern
ment with the power to control the 
press and the guns has the power to 
enslave its people. 

Robert Flesh 
Philipsburg , Montana 

Government agents? Background 
checks? Licenses? "Safe " journalism? 
Soldier of Fortune wouldn't last over
night (which, no doubt, would be just 
fine with the "enlightened" ones) . 

VIVA P.R .... 
I was happily surprised by the cover 

photo on your June '91 issue. On it 
appears an MP from the Puerto Rico 
Army National Guard . In the 
upper right-hand corner of the 
photo, you can see a small 
Puertorican flag. As a Vietnam 
War vet, I feel proud that once 
again Puertoricans were fight
ing for freedom alongside their 
fellow citizens from the United 
States. 

Colonel Jose A. M. Nolla 
Adjutant General of 
Puerto Rico 

NO FAITH IN 
"PUPPET MASTERS" ... 

After reading your article on 
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Colonel Peck in the August '91 issue of 
SOF, I must admit that I, too, have 
reached a serious level of frustration 
regarding POW/MIAs. 

I was not old enough to have served 
in Vietnam , but did serve for four years, 
nine months in the Republic of Korea, 
and therefore have some very limited 
idea of what it must be like for any 
serviceman to be held against his will 
far from home. As of now, I have more 
than 18 years of service in the Regular 
Army and the Army National Guard . 

Personally, I doubt Col. Peck 
needed as much as one year to 
determine the lay of the land and 
realize he was down range and well 
into the impact area. In the land of 
lawyers and politicians (read story
tellers and liars), there probably was 
little else he could do but resign. 

I can only pray that I am never 

captured ; I have no 
faith that I will be re
membered by the 
country I have served 
for all of my adult life. 

(Name withheld by 
request) 
Staunton, Virg inia 

WE REMEMBER ... 
I am an 18-year-old 

U.S. Army infantry
man, who deployed to 
Saudi Arabia on 
Christmas Day 1990. 
My unit was one of the 
first to cross the Iraqi 
border and engage 
the Iraqi Republican 
Guard. When the 
cease-fire was called, 

we stopped a mere 55 miles southwest 
of Basra. 

I have noticed since returning to 
Germany that the media has given 
much credit to the M-1 Abrams and her 
crew of four. I have yet to hear of a 
story about a "mechanized grunt." 

While the tankers did prove their 
worth, they thought they were invulner
able and acted like children playing a 
video game. The tankers fired at one 
another, my unit's mechanics, our en
gineers, and, unfortunately, our 
scouts, which resulted in the death of 
one and four wounded. 

Granted, my father spent a year
long tour in Vietnam and I fought only 
for four days, but believe me, those 
four days in the Gulf could have been 
just as lethal as 365 days somewhere 
else. We were involved in a three-hour
long firefight after-sweeping a battle
field ; also, we ran right into Iraqis who 

had not heard of the cease-fire 
after it was called. Several thou
sand rounds were exchanged. 

Keep up the good work, SOF, 
and please remember us 
grunts. 

Christopher White 
4th Battalion, 7th Infantry 
Aschaffenburg , Germany 

Something on your mind? 
Write and tell us about it. We 
reserve the right to edit for 
content or brevity. Send let
ters to: FLAK, c/o SOF, PO 
Box 693, Boulder CO 80306~ 
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THE OFFICIAL VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL TANKARD 

t 
~'' '~ '1/0~ 

• .,,Af~/ 

They were brave and honorable 
heroes, pa rt of a conflict that 
touched us a ll. Now, lo pay trib
ute lo their spirit and memory, 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

VIETNAM Fund , lo honor the occasion of 
VETERANS 
MEMORIAL ils tenth anniversary, presents 

FUND the only tankard authorized to 
commemorate the ir patriotic efforts. 

Th e Of fic ial Vietnam Veterans Mem orial 
Tankard. Crafted of fine lead-free pewler, em
bellished \\~ th intricate sculptured relief. One 
striking panel portrays Frederick E. Hart's cele
brated sculptural monumenl , which stands as 
part of the Vietnam Veteran Memorial in Wash
ington, D. C. Three soldiers on patrol, faces 
determi ned, yet ti red. The ir well-worn flak jack-

els and weapons captured in amazing detail. 
A second panel depic ts the American Bald Ea
gle -the bold symbol of our na tion's strength 
and pride. And on a third panel, a moving pas
sage from the Veterans Memorial Wall itself -
inscribed with the words that have become 
sacred to gratefu l and proud Americans every
where . Eve n the ha ndle of the tanka rd is 
sculpted with a Bald Eagle Head. 

Each imported Lankard is individually hand
chased and hand-polished to a satin smooth 
finish. The issue price is $195. 

THIRTY DAY RETURN ASSURA NCE POLICY 
If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you 
may do so within 30 days of your receipt of tha t pur
chase for replacement , credit or refund . 

r-------------------------· 
Please mail by November 30, 1991. 

The Franklin lint· Franklin Cente r, PA 19091 

Please send me The Offic ia l Vie tnam Veterans Mem
oria l Tankard , to I e crafted of hand-chased and hand
polished fine impo11ed pewter sculpted with intricate 
symbols of American pride. 

I need send no money now. Please bill me in five 
monthly ins tall ments of S39.* each. with the fi rs t pay
me nt clue prior lo shipmen!. *Plu..s myswtesolesuU"and 

o 011e·time charge ofS3.for .thippi11g mu/ lu111dli11g. 

SIGNATURE _____________ _ 
ALLCOf>'.M:s5!0NSARESU6JECT TOACCEPT"7-ICE. 

MR/ MRS/MISS __________ _ 
P\.EASEPfUNTQ.EARl.Y 

ADDRESS _____________ _ 

CITY ____________ _ 

STATE/Z IP ____________ _ 

@1991 FM 12801-9 



WORLD SITREP 
CAMBODIA 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk picked by rival 
factions to lead nation toward resolution of civil 
war; Sihanouk resigns as leader of non
communist resistance. 

CHILE 
Government arrests six top leaders of Lauraro 
Front rebels, effectively d ismembering organiza
tion (for a while). 

EL SALVADOR 
Scattered fighting, kidnappings, assassinations 
continue, especially in northern region. 

ETHIOPIA 
Interim President Zenawi promises to cut arniy 
from 500,000 to 60,000; 50,000 troops of 
fernier government who took refuge in Sudan 
being fiown home by Red Cross. 

GERMANY 
Will continue the draft and continue 
to use inherited MiG-29 fighters as 
long as spare parts hold out. 

HAm 
Jury convicts fernier Interior Minister Roger 
Lafontant of leading a coup attempt last January; 
gives him life sentence at hard labor ... At
tempted coup by naval officers failed when 
sailors refused to obey orders. 

IRAN 
Brigadier General fv\ansour Sattari, air force CO, 
visits Moscow to talk a deal for Su-24 Fencers 
and more MiG-29 Fulcrums to match the ones 
so graciously supplied by Iraqi pilots. 

IRAQ 
UN weapons specialists state Saddam has four 
times the chemical weapons he earlier acknowl
edged, five times the stockpile of supplies to 
make them ... Government calls for talks with Iran 
over fate of 60,000 missing Iraqi troops from 
Iran-Iraq War. 
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BURMA 
Embargoed by European Community for arnis 
sales because military regime has not let elected 
officials take office. Chinese, however, just cut 
$1 billion deal with Burniese officials. (Now is 
definitely not the time to be a Burniese freedom 
fighter.) 

ISRAEL 
Reviewing surprise offer from Soviets to 
sell Tel Aviv SA-10 Grumble SAMs, which 
Soviets claim are superior to U.S. Patriot 
systems. 

IVORY COAST 
Coup attempt foiled with arrest of antigovem
ment soldiers. 

JORDAN 
Government security services destroy 
antigovemment terrorist group calling it
self "Militants in God's Service." 

AFGHANISTAN 
Red Cross suspends operations in Herat citing 
risks to personnel ... U.S. bars citizens from 
entering as relief workers after Shi'ite group 
kidnaps two ... U.N. pulls officials from Faisabad 
as fighting reaches outskirts of city ... Heavy 
fighting continues around Kabul. 

a,\l--- ---. 
'ljl KUWAIT 

Twenty American Gls injured when ammo truck 
catches fire, setting fire to ammo dump at Doha. 

LEBANON 
PLO guerrillas in southern Lebanon 
agree to surrender heavy weap
ons to Lebanese amiy after Presi
dent Hrawi deployed more than 
10,000 troops (one-fourth of 
amiy) to the south. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 
Federal fighter planes bomb Croatian village of 
Kostajnica, hitting school and clinic ... Serbs, 
Croatians blaming each other for breakdown of 
peace efforts by European Community, other 
doves ... Economic loss to Croatia is already 
one-fourth o f a year's GNP ... Croatia accepts 
peace plan from federal government, pledging 
not to be first to break it. 

LIBYA 
Threatens to attack Spain or Italy if U.S. 
launches a strike against Libya from their 
territory; Khadaffi warns Libyans to pre
pare for another strike from the U.S. 

MADAGASCAR 
State of emergency declared as antigovemment 
protesters and soldiers clash in capital city of 
Antananarivo. 
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USSR 
Tragicomic Vodka Putsch by Communist hard
liners swiftly fails; democratic forces in USSR 
consolidate power; Gorbachev resigns from 
Communist Party; Baltic states make break for 
freedom; Soviet Union disintegrates and some 
republics form new alliances; post-coup purge 
in Kremlin; poor grain harvest expected. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Former security guard at VSEL 
shipyard at Barrow-in-Furness 
jailed for attempting to sell an
echoic stealth tile from Trident 
submarine to Soviets for $3.2 
million. 

UGANDA 
Government claims all rebels have 
been wiped out, has ceased 
military operations in north. 

~1-----
~ TURKEY 

NICARAGUA 
Former contra rebels (recontras) armed with 
rifles, mortars and rockets attack and briefly take 
town of Quilali, 180 miles north of Managua, 
before being run off - two police, two contras 
killed; six police wounded. 

Allowing U.S.-led Coalition to set up rapid 
deployment force in southern Turl<ey along 
frontier with Iraq; will also contribute 1,000 
Turkish troops to this force. 

SRI LANKA 
State news agency reports approximately 450 
Tamil rebels killed in week-long battle in north. 

SOMALIA 
Warring factions agree on a perma
nent cease-fire. 

SAUDI ARABIA 
Gives Turl<ey $1 billion worth of crude oil to 
help fund production/purchase of U.S. F-16 
fighters. 

PHILIPPINES 
Police capture chief of the New People's Army 
and his wife as they were visiting a Manila 
hospital ... American, Filipino negotiators ham
mer out deal for USAF to vacate what's left of 
Clar1< AFB; USN to continue on at Subic Bay for 
another 10 years. 

PERU 
In coordinated attacks, Shining Path guerrillas 
blow up enough power pylons to temporarily 
knock out electrical power to 90% of the 
country. 

PAKISTAN 
Prime Minister Sharif threatens to go to war with any country that attacks 
Pakistani nuclear facilities, or allows its soil or space to be used to facilitate 
such an attack. 
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BATTLE BLADES 
Text & Photo by Greg Walker 

SOG Steel 

black leather wrist thong, 
threaded through the thong 
hole bored in the upper 
rearmost part of the pom
m e I, completes 
the unit. 
· The entire knife is ·as
sembled via a threaded 
tang and brass pommel 
nut. Workmanship on an 
original CISO/SOG knife is 
superb in fit and finish , as 
evidenced by an unissued 
and documented sample in 
my collection. 

T
he need for a 
non-attribution 
combat knife by 
Special Opera

tions Group (SOG) was 
recognized once Special 
Forces (SF) operators real
ized the issue "Ka-Bar" did 
not fit requirements neces
sary for SOG cross-border 
operations. Equipment for 
various covert projects 
were primarily non-stan
dard in nature, allowing 
Military Assistance Com
mand Vietnam (MACV) to 
deny U.S. involvement in 
politically denied theaters 
of the war in South -

An original 5th Group knife with appropriately stamped crest and wording on 
the blade. Pommel and guard are blued steel rather than brass -features 
which are found on CISO/SOG knives. 

After the "SOG Recon" 
model entered the system, 
further shipments were or-

east Asia. 
The task of designing, testing and 

supplying a viable combat blade to 
SOG was handed over to the United 
States Army's Counter-Insurgency 
Support Office (USA-CISO) . CISO, a 
highly classified logistical support ac
tivity, had assumed responsibility for 
the support of SF operations in South
east Asia from the CIA in 1963. 

CISO was assigned "Project Code 
PIA," the highest logistics priority avail
able for the supply of both overt and 
covert items from all services to U.S. 
SpecOps projects. Simply put, CISO 
could get things SOG needed, and 
SOG needed a sterile combat knife. 

The deputy director of CISO, Con
rad "Ben" Baker, assumed responsibil
ity for the combat knife's design. Rely
ing on input from SOG operators, his 
own experience and inclinations, and 
hours of hands-on experimentation, 
Baker developed several prototypes. 

The old story that the SOG design 
was based on the Randall #1 is dis
missed by Baker, whose only influence 
came from his 1920s-era Marbles 
hunting knife. Baker also scoffs at the 
current reference to the knife as a 
"SOG Bowie" or "CIA knife." "They 
were neither patterned after the Bowie 
knife nor manufactured for or issued by 
the CIA," Baker says. 

SOG's original requirement was for 
a 7-inch knife which would be issued to 
those teams conducting cross-border 
combat operations. Baker's final de
sign featured a clip-point blade pattern 
with a sharpened primary and 
false edge. 
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T
he steel used was known as 
SKS-3 and the blade stock 
was 3/16 of an inch. The 
"SOG Recon" - as the first 

knives were called - possessed a 
blued blade whereas later knives were 
delivered with a rich plum coloring 
brought about by the manufacturing 
process. Handles were "leather 
washer" in nature; guards and pom
mels were made from brass. Some 
variation in guard/pommel materials 
was seen as more knives were ordered 
through CISO. 

The handle's design utilized four 
shallow finger grooves, the foremost 
bringing the index finger up against the 
lower guard. Baker, who tested his 
blade's capability to penetrate, cut and 
slash on pigs, found this allowed the 
user the greatest control over the knife, 
particularly when withdrawing it from 
muscle and flesh. "You slipped your 
finger over the lower guard and choked 
up on the knife," he recalls. "This gave 
you much more leverage to tug that 
thing out, which is damned hard if 
you've never done it before." 

Scabbards were constructed from 
leather - most dyed black although a 
brown sheath was delivered to the 
Navy for 39 special order knives. There 
was a riveted and sewn stone pouch 
present on the face of each sheath; a 
two-grit sharpening stone was stan
dard issue. 

The single retaining strap was posi
tioned so the cutting edge would not 
come in contact with the strap during 
withdrawal, an innovation developed 
by Baker through trial and error. A 

j 

dered, these featuring the 
more utilitarian 6-inch plum-colored 
blade. Some of these models were 
issued to standard SF units in-country, 
as well as to SOG. 

The 5th Special Forces Group ap
proached Baker for a design, which he 
supplied, although the knives were 
paid for from local, not CISO, funds. 
These became known as the 5th Spe
cial Forces Group Presentation 
Knives, which were carried in the field 
as well as salted away in their owners' 
war chests. These were etched/ 
engraved in a number of ways, the SF 
unit crest stamped into the blade in 
most cases. Sources in Japan, where 
they were manufactured, say that just 
more than 5,000 of such knives were 
produced for the 5th. 

Twenty-eight years later, Baker's 
designs continue to hold sway over a 
large following of collectors. SOG Spe
cialty Knives introduced a Lloyd Hale
inspired interpretation of the 5th Group 
knife which has enjoyed stunning com
mercial success . Ek Commando 
Knives offered a limited edition SOG 
replica which was quite true to the 
original specifications and pattern. 

Currently, Al Mar Knives has 
reached an agreement with Baker to 
produce a collection of SOG/SF de
signs, which Baker is responsible for. 
These include the "Recon," a Navy 
SEALJUDT variation, and the hard-to
find SF bolo. "We'll be presenting 
these knives just as they were con
ceived by Baker," Mar states. 

Was the issue CISO/SOG knife a 

Continued on page 69 

NOVEMBER 91 





n a conspiracy of silence, 
the antirgun media have 

refosed to roll you the troth about 

an avalanche of extremist 

a1Jli,.gun bills nmv before the 
U.S. Congress. They know 
lwnest coveroge would 01dy 

provoke you to st.and up 

and oppose them. 
That~ why tlie Natiorwl Rifle 

Association is al.erting all gun 

owners to this gun ban agenda 
and to whats at stnke: 

If you don i care enough 
to fight for yow· gun rights, 
prepare to lose them. 

The NRA hos fouglzt long and 
hard on behnlf of 65 million 
lwnest American gwi owners. 
Now you must join fore es with us 

to defeat these radical anli-gun 

threats. Wlllwut a unfted fight, 
many could well become law by 
years end. Then it will be too /aJ;e 

to ask, "Where was the NRA?" 

YOUR 5EMIAUTOS 
When U.S. Sen. JoeBiden's 

• 
Did you know semiauto 
gun bans in some states 
have put gun owners at 
risk of arrest and prosecu

tion for refusing to 
register, surrender or 
otherwise dispose of 
th . ? err guns. 

Now a similar 
nationwiile ban has 

passed the U.S. Sen
ate. This is the media
made hoax foisted 
upon honest gun 
owners that defines 
millions of semi
automatic firearms as 
tools of criminals. 
ff you own any 

semiauto on the expandable 
gun ban list, you could be one of 
millions of Americans slated to 
become criminals overnight. semiauto ban gets you 

arrested for not .,. __ ._ ___ _ 

" . . " regrstermg your 
semiautomatic rifle, 
shotgun, or handgun, 
you'll ask, "W'lwre was the 
NRA?" 

And we'll ask, 
"Where were you?" 

C hances are you spend more on a carrying case to protect 
your gun, than to protect your right to own your gun. 



YOUR MAGAZINES 
When U.S. Rep. Bill 
Hughes bans firearms and 
magazines because a 
governrnentbureaucrat 

th ' " ·tab1 says ey re not sm e 
for sporting purposes," 
you'll ask, "lf'here wa.s the 
NRA?'' 

And we'll ask, 
''lf'here were you?'' 

The Hughes bill would give the 
government power to add 
virtually any "non-sporting" 
semiauto to the gun ban 
list. Magazines would 
have to be engraved with 
a serial number and 
registered. Even pins, 
spring"S and miscella
neous parts could be 
contraband. Their 
arbitrary ''sporting" 
test is nothing but 
a blank check for 
the gun-ban-wagon. 

YOUR HUNTING 
When public land closing"s 
and discharge limits make 

you drive 500 miles just 
to hunt, you'll ask, 

''lrhere wa.s 
the NRA?" 

And we'll ask, 
"lf'here were you?" 

They're not just outlawing 
your hunting guns, they're 
outlawing places to use them. 

Anti-gun and anti-hunting 
extremists have joined forces to 
stop you from enjoying one of 
America's greatest traditions. 

YOUR PRIVACY 
When federal agents raid 
your home after finding 
your name in the National 
Gun Owner 
Registry, 
you'll ask, 
''lf'here wa.s 
the NRA?" 

And we'll ask, 
''lf'here were you?'' 

American gm1 owners must 
wal(e up before our ultiniate 

nightmare comes true. 
U.S. Rep. Charles Schumer's 

proposed massive national 
system of central, computer

ized gun registration is rapidly 
tal<:ing shape. That means your 
name, your address and the 
mal(e, model and serial number 
of each gun you buy ... all at the 
governments fingertips. 

YOUR AMMUNITION 
When you're jailed or fined 
for possessing any type of 
9mm, .32 or .25 caliber 
ammunition, you'll ask, 

"lrhere wa.s the NRA?" 
And we'll ask, 

''lrhere were you?'' 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan's animunition ban 
bill is proof of his stated 
ambition to eventually outlaw 
all handgm1 
animunition. 

YOUR HANDGUNS 
When you cannot legally 
purchase the handgun of 
your choice ... 

or 
any 
handgun at all ... 
you'll ask, "lrhere 
was the NRA?'' 

And we'll ask, 
"lf'here were you?" 

Whether it's an arbitrary ban 
list as in Maryland or a total 
ban as in WashingtonD.C., 
U.S. Rep. Larry Smith's 
proposed national ban is the 
first step toward ending 
handgun ownership. 

Contrary to 
media-made 

myths, there is no 
evidence any of 

these schemes will 
affect violent 

criminals. Only 
honest gun owners 

lil{e you. 



I You don't /have to agree with the NRA on everything, but ... 

~must agi:ee: 
Second Amendment 

fretrloms will not 
exist for you or 

your children unless 
you act now. 

For less than 
a spincast reel, 

a tank of gas or a 
few boxes of shells, 
you can help protect 

your firearm 
freedom through 
NRA membership. 

Call l-800-922-4NRA 
now to instantly join or 
renew your NRA mem
bership. 

For $25 you'll get a full 
year of NRA member 
benefits (see box). Just 
have your VISA or 
MasterCard handy to 
charge your member
ship, or we can bill you 
later. 

Join Now! NRA INSTANT MEMBER HOTLINE: 

- -

Your NRA.Annual 
Membership Inchules: 
• Effective defense of your 

Second Amendment rights 
at federal, state and local 
levels 

• Strong support for tough 
crime-fighting measures 
at federal, state and local 
levels 

1, • 12 issues of either the 
AMERICAN RIFLEMAN 
or AMERICAN HUNTER 
magazines 

• Special member-only 
insurance benefits 

11 
• Special discounts on car 

rentals and other services 

Only the NRA offers you 
the strength to defeat the gun 
ban agenda, plus great mem
bership benefits for joining 
the fight. 

But most importantly, 
you '11 know you 're defending 
your Second Amendment 
rights through the one group 
lawmakers listen to: The 
National Rifle Association. 

H honest gun owners like 
you don't answer this call to 
action, and the constitutional 
right to own the firearm of 
your choice is gone forever, 
your children won't ask, 
"Where was the NRA?" 

They'll ask, 
"Where were you?" 

You may cha1·ge your $25 annt1al NRA membership to your VISA or MasterCard, or we can bill you later . © 1991 National Rille Association 
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Action 
for Everyone 

Soldier of Fortune's East Coast Convention/EXPO 
March 13-15, 1992, Orlando, Florida 

What could be more perfect 
foryourfamily vacation than three 
action-packed days of adventure 
and fun at the SOF Convention/ 
EXPO in sunny Orlando, home of 
Disney World? 

We 've designed this unique 
SOF Convention/EXPO to pro
vide an exciting and challenging 
experience for everyone. 

~ 

Excellent adventure for 
your whole family. 

• EXPO - more than 400 
exhlbits where you can learn about 
- and in most cases buy - the 
latest in paramilitary weaponry, 
ammo, gear, and merchandise. 

•LUSH HOTEL SWIMMING 
POOLS - and shopping malls 
for pampered relaxation. 

• FUN-FILLED EXCITE
MENT-a worldoffunatDisney 
World, Sea World, Epcot, and 
Universal Studios. 

• PAINTBALL COMPETI
TION -exhilerating matches for 
adults over 18. 

•EVENING ACTIVITIES -
a Friday barbecue with entertain
ment and a Saturday banquet with 
a special guest speaker. 

•SEMINARS- Expert speak
ers on crucial issues. 

NOVEMBER 91 

Convenient arrangements 
for affordable enjoyment. 
Plus, you '11 appreciate the con

veniences we've arranged for you: 
1) Free shuttle from the EXPO lo
cated at the Orange County Con
vention/Civic Center and theSOF 
Headquarters based in the Orlando 
Marriott on International Drive, 
2) Free parking at the EXPO for 
attendees, 3) Bar and food in the 
EXPO, 4) Children under 16 ad
mitted with parent, and 5) Very 
affordable room rates. 

Register early to save on 
Convention/EXPO. 

Plan now to attend for the best 
rates on rooms and airfares. Reg
ister before Jan. 31, 1992, forthe 
special price of $100. (After this 
date, $125.) Don't delay. Register 
today! (Include T-shirt size for 
your FREE Convention T-shirt). 

SOF 1992 Orlando Convention/EXPO 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 449-3750 
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IWAS THERE 
by Geo H ook 

Illustration by Ralph Butler 

T
he U.S. Naval 
Base at Guan
tanamo Bay, 
Cuba, had one 

of the most unusual rifle 
ranges I have ever fired 
on. In plain sight of the 
range was "the fence." 

Twelve-feet high and 
surrounding the entire 
base perimeter, the fence 
was the first line of de
fense against attack from 
the communist side. A fire
zone , or " No-Man 's 
Land, " had been cut back 
about 50 yards on either 
side, with a dirt road con
necting the intermittent 
guard towers. Back from 
the road was a minefield, 
and just beyond the mines 
was the rifle range. 

The range was located 
on the eastern side of the 
bay, and from it one could 
look across into commu
nist Cuba, and occasion
ally glimpse a Cuban sen
try. But the most unusual 
featu re about "Gitmo's" 
rifle range was the 500-yard line, which 
sat atop a cliff amid a bunker complex 
so that shooters were not only firing 
over distance, but down at the same 
time. 

I was a member of Marine Detach
ment USS Wasp, and we'd come to 
this unusual rifle range in the midst of a 
tropical paradise, surrounded by a 
hostile "enemy," for our annual rifle 
qualification in the spring of 1964. 

The USS Wasp was on a Caribbean 
"shake-down" cruise after having un
dergone an extensive overhaul , and 
Guantanamo Bay was to be an ex
tended port of call for the ship's 
company. 

We were firing in two series that day. 
I was firing with the first series, which 
began on the 200-yard line, then 
moved to the 300, and then made the 
climb up the cliff to the 500-yard line 
high above. The view was fantastic. 
From there you could see everything 
along the fence , and the expanse of 
jungle beyond . 

It was nearly 1000 hours when we 
reached the 500-yard line, but already 
the tropical heat was caking the sweat 
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Moons Over Guantanamo Bay 

from our bodies into layers of salt on 
our green, cotton uniforms. I had done 
very well on the 200- and 300-yard 
line, but I wasn't doing too well on the 
500, having drawn "Maggie's drawers" 
on each shot fired from the first clip of 
my M1 rifle. I couldn't believe it, and 
knew something was wrong. 

T
he "gunny" and the captain 
were engaged in heated con
versation about what had 
"happened" to me. First, the 

gunny dressed me down for embar
rassing him in front of the CO; then the 
captain dressed me down and re
minded me that the reputation of the 
detachment was at stake. I tried to 
assure them that something was 
wrong with the rifle, not me, but they 
wouldn't hear of it. 

The CO was convinced I was throw
ing my shoulder in anticipation of the 
recoil, so he took my rifle , loaded it, 
and had me fire one round . When I 
pulled the trigger, there was just a 
metallic "click" (he had not, in fact, 
loaded it), and I didn't flinch . So the 
gunny called for an armorer, who, after 
examining the rifle, determined that the 

rear sight had come loose 
and would not stay in posi
tion while shooting. 

I was given another rifle, 
but by the time I sighted it 
in , the series had fi nished 
shooting . I was told to stay 
there on the 500-yard line, 
and to shoot with the sec
ond series when they came 
up. I waited there, alone, 
while the second series 
fired . I decided to relax by 
reconing the bunker com
plex, built at the height of 
the Cuban missile crisis, 
only a couple of years be
fore . It was in one. of the 
bunkers that I found a pair 
of binoculars. 

So there I was, overlook
ing the rifle range, binocu
lars in hand, surveying the 
view before me. I scanned 
the fence , the guard towers , 
down to the minefield, back 
toward the bay, out to the 
ocean, over the jungle, and 
down to a . .. beach um
brella? 

Yes, a beach umbrella! A 
big red , white , blue, green, and yellow 
beach umbrella that stood out like a 
sore thumb in that sea of green. Why I 
hadn't noticed it before, I'll never know. 
And , sitting beneath it, as if he were on 
Miami Beach, was a real-life, in-the
flesh, Reuben-the-Cuban "enemy" 
sentry. Furthermore, he had binocu
lars, and was looking up, directly at me. 

I 
couldn't believe it. I was looking at 
him; he was looking at me. And 
then, the bastard gave me the 
finger. I, of course, returned the 

obscenity. Then, he motioned toward 
his rifle, pointed his finger in my 
direction, and I clearly made out the 
word "bang" on his lips. The "enemy" 
wanted to shoot my ass! I thought 
about sending a couple of rounds in his 
direction when the series below began 
firing again, but, not wanting to start an 
international incident, decided against 
that course of action . 

Instead, I decided to do the next 
best thing: Climbing atop the bunker's 
sandbags, I dropped my trousers and 
shot that SOB a "moon" for all the 

Continued on page 68 
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Keep the Pride Alive! 

Remember 
Desert Storm 
A Timely Reminder 
Time marches on, but this beautiful wall clock 
reminds everyone who sees it of our troops' victory 
in the Persian Gulf. Quality hardwood veneer gleams 
under crystal clear coating making it a tasteful com
memorative you'll be proud to hang in your office or 
livingroom. Easy-to-read face has highest quality 
quartz movement using one AA battery. Keep 
American pride alive with this distinctive memento. 
Perfect gift for returning service man or woman. 
Gold foil gift box. 11x 23 inches, weight 6 lbs. 
Order # 5013 $49.95 plus $4.00 shipping. 
* Personalized name optional (maximum 25 characters, 
including spaces). $10.00 extra. 

Distinctive Photo Setting 
Show your pride in your loved one. Mount his or 
her special photo in this rich, patriotic frame as 

a lifelong rememberance of his part in Desert 
Storm. A hand-finished brass flag waves on a 

maroon velvet background. Gold-tone frame 
and glass. Uses wallet-size 

photo. 11x14 inches. 
Order# 5014 $24.95 plus $4.50 shipping. 

The SOF Exchange Desert Storm Clock and Framed Picture 
YES! Please send me the following items: NAME ________________ _ 

_ # 5013 D.S. Clock(s) at $49.95 ea. + ($4.00 P&H) __ _ 
_ # 5014 D.S. Frame(s) at $24.95 ea. +($4.50 P&H) __ _ 
* NOTE:Add $10.00forpersonalization, 25 SUBTOTAL ---
characters maximum, including spaces. P & H __ _ 

ADDRESS _______________ _ 

CITY _______ STATE ___ ZIP __ _ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: 0 CHECK 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 
NAME: TOTAL --- CARD# ___________ EXP. DATE __ 

Call TOLL-FREE for VISA or MasterCard orders: 1-800-743-5624, Operator 131. For FAX ordefr : (303)444-561 7. 
Customer Service: (303)·449-3750. Overseas orders add 40% Colo. residents add 3.7% sales tax. Allow 4-6 weeks delivery. 

SOF Exchange, PO Box 693, Dept. 1191 Boulder, CO 80306 



COMBAT CRAFT Water In The Way 
by Chuck Fremont 

S 
teep-sided canyon walls 
and white water rivers 
are tough obstacles to 
cross-country move

ment, but they are not the barri
ers that they are often made out 
to be. A person who under
stands the dynamics of river flow 
and the general characteristics 
of canyons and river banks is 
well on his way to dealing effi
ciently with even difficult 
crossings. 

River flow, in terms of volume 
per second, stays fairly constant 
in the short term . Actual water 
speed can vary drastically in a 
short distance, though . If a 
channel narrows suddenly, the 
water speed will have to in
crease since the same volume is 
being carried . 

Such a channel is probably 
not a good place to cross, 
though it might be a good place 
for a rope bridge because of the 
shorter distance to span. In general, 
channels widen and slope more gently 
as one moves downstream . However, 
tributary streams will increase river 
flow downstream, and you'll have fur
ther to swim or wade. Channel bottoms 
tend to be silty or muddy in slow
moving rivers, and rocky in rapid 
streams, though rocks generally will be 
smoothly rou nded. 

Water speed also varies around 
bends. Since water at the outside of a 
bend has a greater distance to travel 
than that at the inside, actual water 
speed will be greatest there and slow
est inside. This phenomenon affects 
the contour of a channel and the shape 
of banks. The rapid flow at the outside 
of a bend will , over time, cut deeply into 
a channel bed, resulting in a steep
sided bank. This is usually not a good 
place to try to climb out of a river. On 
the other hand, the slower flow at the 
inside of a bend results in a gently 
sloping bank and even the building up 
of a beach strand. 

In a river with many turns, plan your 
crossing to both begin and end at the 
inside of bends. You'll be moving 
downstream as you cross if you're 
swimming , though it's usually safer to 
move upstream if you 're wading. If 
there are fewer bends, it's usually best 
to begin at a straight stretch and try to 
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Narrows w 
• strong current 
• deeper channel 

Inside of bend 
• slower current 
• shallower bank 

anal; it's much more stable to 
push against the current. You'll 
be leaning into the current, and 
this reduces the chance of being 
knocked over. If there are 
enough rocks, use your hands 
like a climber; try to always be in 

Best places to cross are 
at the bends and wide 

...._ channels. Start and finish 

three-point contact - either two 
feet stationary on the stream bed 
and one hand steady on a rock 
while the other reaches, or two 
hands on rocks while a foot 
searches for a hold. Running 
shoes or wetsuit booties gener
ally give a better hold on slick 
river rock than hard-soled com
bat and jungle boots. 

at the inside of bends. 
Move upstream, braced 
against current. 

If you're carrying a heavy 
pack, you have a couple of 
options. It's dangerous to carry 
much of a load due to the loss in 
balance and the difficulty of re
covery if you should fall. Ideally, 
you'll cross first, towing a light 
line, and then pull the pack 

Understanding river dynamics is a must 
for safe crossing operations. Belay from 
strong position upstream when crossing 
fast rivers. 

emerge at the inside of a bend. 
There are a couple of reasons for 

this. First, you will be fresher at the 
start than at the end, so it makes sense 
to emerge at an easier point. Second, 
if you're alone or are the first across in 
a team, you can scout the starting point 
- probing with a stick, feeling your 
way in, and backing out if necessary. 
But you're choosing the end point from 
a distance, so you want to look for the 
most likely safe exit. 

R
apids can look much more 
intimidating than they really 
are - lots of white water 
churning over invisible boul

ders and the uncertain nature of the 
stream bed are certainly reason for 
caution . But unless you're facing a truly 
great river flowing through a steep and 
narrow gorge, such as the Colorado in 
the Grand Canyon, you're likely to find 
a good crossing in even strong white 
water. 

Look for a stretch with boulders at 
least partially exposed - the more the 
better. You want to wade white water, 
so you need a shallow stretch , and lots 
of rocks are a good indicator of shal
lowness. Again , try to plan a crossing 
that begins and ends on the inside of 
bends. 

Plan the crossing so that you'll be 
moving generally on an upstream diag-

across. Usually 550 parachute 
cord is adequate for this - though 
you 'll want gloves when you haul it in 
- unless a lot of rough rocks are 
involved, in which case you may want 
to have a heavier line tied to the pack. 
You'll still cross with only the parachute 
cord attached, pulling the heavier line 
across once you're on the opposite 
bank, followed by the pack. 

You'll probably want to waterproof 
the pack, either by wrapping it tightly in 
two ponchos or by packing the con
tents in waterproof bags. A pack or 
rucksack waterproofed in this manner 
will support the weight of a man and is 
called a "poncho raft" when so em
ployed . It's an excellent technique to 
use when swimming a river; the swim
mer holds the pack beneath his chest 
and crosses with a strong flutter kick. 

If you're moving with a team, you 
can rig a line, and ferry everyone's 
pack across the river. You'll need a 
carabiner ("snap-link" in Army talk) 
and a towline of parachute cord twice 
as long as the ferry line. The ferry line, 
if stout enough, can be used as a 
handhold and safety line by the others. 
If you have a climbing rope and good 
anchor points are available, you may 
wish to construct a one-rope bridge, 
which will allow those behind you to 
cross hand-over-hand or by a "com
mando crawl." Don't try this unless you 
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Buy DI. rect & Sa 11e $$$' Visa, MasterCard & American Express! 
I 1 

"
1 

• Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 

Tap Detector 
Protection for 
your phone, 
computer 
modem, 
FAX or 
telex. 

Tap Detector · 
an indispe nsable tool 

"'r:~ whic:h lets you know when 
anyone is tapping e ither your 
home or office phone. If the 

green light goes out you know 
someone is listening in! You can 
then continue your conversation, 
alter its course or simply end ii. 
Use "Tap Detector" and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#3 I 1400 (Retail $56.) $29.95 

"The Big One" 
World's Largest 
Survival Knife 

This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big I 0 inch 420 
stainless steel blade . Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will fi nd 
"The Big One" can lake 
it no maner how tough 
the task. It's more than 
just a knife. Features: 
• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 
• Liquid fi lled 
compass. 
• Rugged black 
leather shea1J1 
with sharp
ening stone. 

tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 

line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 

# 177 18 
$29.95 

Double-Lock Handcuffs 
Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nicke l plated. 
#270200 $15.95 
New T humbcufTs $9.95 

Grenad es 
Look and feel like 
the rea l thing but 
a re co m p le te ly 
harml ess . F ull 
weight wi th de
tacha b le lever 
and pin. WW D 
Pineapple. 
# 172 1GO $9.95 

Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought 
after here-10-fore impossible to obtain Army Man
ua l. Revealing c hapters on: Mines & Grenades. 
Sma ll Anns Weapons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Te lls how 10 make Rocket Launch
ers, Pistols , Shotguns and Recoilless Rilles from 
easy 10 obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 

Badges & 
ID Case 

Fla1111t yo11r 
a11thority! 

6 Styles 

Professional badges· Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special O fficer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective . 1- 1/2" wide. 2· 1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 

Crosman C02 

Pellet Revolver 
Look-a-like, feel-a-like, 
and shoot-a-like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 
#464403 (Retail $85.) 
. 177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 
C0

2 
Cartridges, 5 to pack 

RAMBO@ Knives 

$69.95 
$3.95 
$4.95 

Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives 
used by Sylvester 
Stallone in the 
movies: 
First Blood, "· 
Rambo II & -' "''• 

comes with a 
top quality 

leather shealh! 

Rambo lll. I 

RAMBO® Firs t Blood 
14" overall. 9" stainless 

steel blade.#K I 00 $89.95 
R AM B O ® F irs t B lood , 
Part II: 15·3/8" overall , JO" 
stainless steel blade. 
#K IOI $89.95 
RAMBO ® 111: 16" ove rall. 
I I" stainless steel blade. . 
# K I 06 $99.95 

Tear Gas Guns 
Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 6-shot 
automatic fi res tear gas cartridges or 
blanks as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
Heavy-duty meta l construction with 
quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips. 
Comes with holster, tear gas and blanks. 
#26011 0 Blue Revolver $29.95 
#2605 10 Blue Automatic $29.95 
Extra Tear Gas ( I 0) $4.00 
Blanks (50) $4.00 

Not a toy! You must be 21 to order! 

"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the te le
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along !he line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. l "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#3 10 10 1 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#3 10 I 02 Modular Plug $34.95 
New IO-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 

"Phaser" Super Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense product avail
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at dislances up to 20 feet. Renders 
assai lant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, p ychotics and drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 
#261 201 

"Super Snooper" 
Extremely sensitive . pointable, e lectronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds a ll avail
able sounds through stereo headphones (in
cluded). Auwmatic shut-off circ uit meas· 
ures incoming signal and protects yo u from 
ham1ful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at I 00 yds.; a car door shulling al 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trai l 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-voll banery. W arning: Nol 
10 be used for eavesdropping. 
#3 I 0300 $99.95 
Bionic Booster increases the rece iving sur
face area 37 times, making it more d irec
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#3 1030 1 $39.95 

Ordering Informa tion 
By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail with check, money orderorc red il card info 
10 Your Supply Depot, Ltd .. 183 1 W . A lgonquin Rd .. #2 15, Ml. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call I· 708-640-7774. Have all produc t and c redi t card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. 10 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! r,-----------------, Your Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: r1os) 640-7774 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, I L 60056 SF1191 

Qty. Number Description/Size/Color Price 

Charge my: Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Amex D 
Subtotal 

Shipping/Hand. $5.50 
Expiralion Dale ______ ____ _ 7% Tax-/L Res 0 11/y 

Total 
New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 7fJ,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. I year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. City ________________________ _ 

#3 10802 $49.95 State _____ Zip ------ Phone ---------
Ni-Cad Ba ttery & C ha rger #3 1080 I $19.95 Supply Dcpm docs no< warrant lhal you may legally purchase. possess or carry air guns. swn 
New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. guns. etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and 1hcrc are no legal reslrictions 
#3 10805 $89.95 L.:o purchasino. .J 
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U.S. Army Ranger By Peter Badcock 

1511
1 
"x 1911

1 
"Color 

Item# CP-26 Open Edition Poster ................. $9.95 
Item# CP-26LE Limited Edition Print. ....... $49.95 
Item #CP-26LEF Limited Ed.Framed ........ $150.00 

RANGER Training RANGER TRAINING 
and Operations 

Now available, this is the offi
cialtrainingmanualofthe U.S. Anny's 
tough, lege ndary Rangers (FM21-50). 
Illustrated coverage of such topics as 
ainnobile operations, ambush & road
block operations, c liff assault opera
tions, extended operations, antiguer
ri Ila operations, genera 1 considerations 
of palrolling, Rai1gcr history and much, 
much more. 611. 9, softcover, illus., 
344 pgs. 

Item# C-137 •.............• $14.95 

82nd AirborneBy Peter Badcock 

15'1,"x 19111"Color 
Item# CP-28 Open Edition Poster ............. $9.95 
Item# CP-28LE Limited Edition Print. ... $49.95 
Item #CP-28LEF Limited Ed.Framed ... $150.00 

THE SOLDIER'S 
HANDBOOK 

by Col. Anthony Herbert 
"Never fight anyone on 

equal terms" "Attack to destroy. 
"Commit yoursel f violently and 
totally". This compendium details 

~~o~~~~F~~~:~ti~!~1.li~~i~ 
road derailments, boobytraps, jel
lied fuels (napalm),. and much 
more. 611 pages, 5'i,x8", hard
cover, heavily illustrated. 

Item No. C-507 ••••.•.• $100.00 

RANGER UNIT OPERATIONS Infantry Scouting, Patrolling and SNIPING 
FM-7-85 (1987) New Rel case We tliought this book was lost, but while cleaning out our 

Just released, this training manual covers a ll basic light warehouscwcfound1.hencgitivcs. Originallywrittenfor thefront 
line soldier in World War 11 this guide has taught soldiers in tJuee 

infantry skills and Ranger-unique skills. Chapters included are: wars 1.he most important rule of combat... "lnflic1. I.he 1n.a;i;imum 
lnsertion, E,,.1raction, Escap: and evasion, strike operations, Special amount of dwnage on the enemy with the least effort." 
light Infantry operations, Dcployrnenl, Equipment, Combat support, This book covers everything from moving as a patrol and 
History, and more! 216 pgs , 8 1/..;c t t , illus. platoon operations to camouflage for a lone sniper. 

tem # C-~30 ........ ·----·----·---.... --~,,....._J.L1"'--l-"lt""en,_.,1-"#_,C""'-6,,,8,_,,0 _ _,_.s"'-nf..,_l""co"-'v"'er'--'2""0"'-0-l!5is"-. ,..,ill"'us"'= ... ,,,, ... ,,,, .•• ,,.. "'-9.,,,,_9"'-5 _. 
Military Mountaineering Survival Evasion & Escape 

T h.ls 1989 release covers EquJpment, Techniques, Ad- sur\1·vaTI 
00
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0
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11
ooevkerynecou\ d·e. bc

1
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vanced Techniques, Training, and Much More. 81/
2
x 11, illus. 

Item# C-263 sofl <.over over 450 s. illus ••.• $29.95 llem # C-163 (sofl cover 431 pgs. illus) •.••..... $13.95 
Ba5ic Parachuting Techniques & Training Rapclling 

training 1:u1~e1;,~~~1~~c~~:r;~ :~11is!1fe~~~~i~~~~~~;~1f 9S£ter firefigh~~~& ~~~~o~3;:~~~e\V rif1~~%r ~i1i!~' 1~~·~J;~' scouts, 

llem # C-400 (soft cover 254 pgs. ilhts) •..•••....•• $14.9$ Item# C-514 (Hru·d cover 264 pgs. illus) ••.... $14.95 

Add$4.75 Shipping & Handling 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY call our 

Toll-Free Order Line 
1-800-852-4445 

For Questions Call 1-501-862-4984 

Send Check or Mone Order to: 

DEL TA PRESS l/ 
P.O. Box 1625 Dept. SOF4 " 

El Dorado AR. 71731 
For a Color Catalog 

Send $3.00 
FREE WITH ORDER DELTA 

DEALERS!! 
BRITISH ARMY COMBAT CLOTHING 

S.A.S. SMOCKS, DESERT CAMOUFLAGE, WINDPROOF ARCTIC 
SMOCKS, CAMO COMBAT CLOTHING, TROPICAL UNIFORMS, 
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, LIGHTWEIGHT UNIFORMS, CAPS & 
BERETS 

COOKSON AND CLEGG HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURING FINE 
MILITARY CLOTHING SINCE 1926. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

COOKSON S. CLEGG LTD. 

BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 

TELEPHONE: 0254 59876 FAX: 0254 682276-P.O. BOX 11 
MOSLEY MILL, HUTCHINSON STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 3BX 
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know what you're doing. It's a useful 
technique, particularly if a large group 
is attempting a difficult crossing, but 
you shouldn't count on it. It takes time 
to put up, and you won't always have 
adequate anchor points. 

Ropes also can be used to belay the 
first man across a difficult river. In 
deep, fast water, this may be the only 
safe way to cross. The belay line 
should be a climbing rope. The belay 
point should be upstream at a distance 
at least equal to the width of the river to 
allow the lead man to cross on an 
upstream diagonal while the belay 
man keeps tension on the line. 

W
ork out hand signals for 
"tension" and "slack" be
fore crossing, since white 
water noise wi ll make 

voice communication difficult. Once 
across, the lead man rigs the belay line 
as a safety line or one-rope bridge. 

If possible, select a belay point high 
on the bank; this will allow the belayer 
to help the lead man stay upright as 
well as keep the line out of the water 
and away from rocks. A carabiner can 
be rigged to an overhanging branch, 
with the belay line running up to it and 
then down to the belayer. Just be sure 
the branch is strong enough and the 
tree is rooted securely in the bank. 

A belay line can be attached to the 
lead man by a bowline, but this may 
slip if he falls. A Swiss seat or climbing 
harness will provide a more secure 
anchor. An attachment point at the 
upstream hip works well for me, but 
some people like to clip in at the front 
as in a standard rappel and sidestep 
across. Go with whatever you feel 
most comfortable with. I also like to rig 
a quick-release into the line so I can cut 
away from it in case I somehow get 
entangled. But this is an individual 
thing; if the belay man is doing his job, 
you won't get tangled if you fall. And, if 
the crossing is just upstream from 
dangerous rapids, I wouldn't use a 
quick release. 

Practice crossing easy streams first 
so you get a feel for current and stream 
beds under forgiving conditions. As 
you move to more difficult crossings, 
keep safety in mind. Under training 
conditions, it wouldn't hurt to emplace 
an emergency safety line or net down
stream, along with a couple of life
guards, in case someone gets into 
trouble. Same thing with safety vests 
- use them when training. 

And do train. Rivers are a real part of 
the combat environment, and you can't 
always expect the engineers to get 
there first. 

Chuck Fremont is an Army Reserve 
Special Forces NCO and frequent 
contributor to SOF.°'9( 
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PERSONAL & BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 
ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 

Learn to shoot FAST, safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time, the step by step training method used by 
all of the "special units" of the Israeli mi litary. 

Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in countercerrorism and VIP protection. 

These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Inst inctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours pract ice. 

Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 

Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 

Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 

Instinctive Shooting Video 
Retail $69.95 
Introductory Price S49.95 [Ship/Insur. $4.) 

BODY WIRE TRANSMITTER- Room Monitor 
EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up 

co 1,000 feet away co the matching receiver 
[included) with this small [cigarecce pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF tran>miccer. [See warning.) 

Reg. $399. SALE. 5299. Complete 
[Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

"'TELEPHONE 1 TAPS' & 
1 ROOM BUGS,' 
How They're Done, 
How To Defeat Them" 

This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do co protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detai led examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "cap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
co detect taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the ma jor features of common taps, including 
slaves, pa rasi tic and nonparasiric devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be capped. 

Pare 2 of the 
video examines 
the ins and outs of 
room bugs, includ
ing transmitters, 
wired microphones, 
laser listening 
devices, contac t 
and parabolic 
mikes and body 
wires. See how these 
insidious bugs can 
be disguised as 
elect rical out lets, 

smoke detectors, pens, calcularors and cigarettes. 
The video concludes with a look at the best 

councerrr.easures aga inst capping and bugging, 
incl ud i r~ how to detect transmitters, sweeping and 
detection gear chat works and tips on how co perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't lee ochers invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how co protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 
Reg. $99. DIRE.CT 549.95. [Ship/ Insur. $4.) 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
• Body Wire & Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 

cransmiccer. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale 5695. [Ship/ Insur. $10.) 
• Scrambled Walkie Talkies VHF, 5 wacc, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge

able. Hodel VHF-30 5595. ea. Mini mum two required . 
• Telephone Scnmbler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 

including cellular. 5299. ea. Mi nimum cwo requ ired. [Ship / Insur. $10.l Ultra High 
Level Units from 52,695. 

• Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable fla shlight. 
Ready when you need it. 5159. [Ship/ Insur. $7.50) 

• Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. 5399. [Ship/ Insur. $15.) 

• Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
va ries wi th conditions. 5249. [Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

• Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fies our long play recorders. Al...1 599. [Ship /Insu r. $5.) 

• Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. [Ship/ Insur. $30 .) 

• Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. 5299. [Ship/ Insur. $10.l Mounts 545. ea. [Ship/Insur. $3.50) 

• Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. 5249. [Ship/Insur. $10.) 

• Telephone E.a r listen in by telephone! Just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up ;rnd enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. 5249. [Ship/Insur. $10.) 

• Long Term Storage Food One yea r supply. 51,076. [Ship/ Insur. $154.) 
• Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. 5179. [Ship/ Insur. $7.50) 
• Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one qu ick jerk on the fro nt and a 

hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fas t and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and med ium autos. Black nylon only. 539.95 [Ship/ Insur. $5.) 

• Operadons Recorder Voice activa ted, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. 5289. 
[Ship/Insur. $7.50) 

ULTRA 
II TRANSMITTER 

Small, powerful. Microphone wi ll pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to \4 mile or more! 

Powered by 9 vole battery for several days. 
Easy fin •! assembly required. No soldering, takes 
5 minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and expcr;mentation onl y. See warning. 
Ultra JI 599. [Ship / Insur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Supply 529: ppd. 

WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPM ENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE 111, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSU LT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 

SPY TECH VIDEO 
Watch as 

each product 
is demon
strated, learn 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge." 30 
minutes
VHS onl y. 

Spy-Tech Video Catalog 514.95 [Ship/ Insur. $3.) 

VOICE CHANGER 
Fits over the handset of any telephone and 

electronica lly changes your voice co protec t your 
identi ty. 5298. [Ship/ Insur. $5.) 

MICRO 
SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 

Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a V•" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked u to a VCR or TV. 

Complete 5699. [Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 

Totally si lent, 
starts and stops 
automatica lly, 
our exclusive, 
specially modi
fied, selectable 
8or l2hou rlong 
play recorder 
every time any 
telephone on 
the line is used. 
Records both 
sides of the conversation. [See warning.) l ong Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder 5125. [Ship/ Insur. $7.50) 
Autostar t 559.95 [Ship/ Insur. $3.50) 
SAVE.- BOTH UNITS ONLY 5165. [Shi p/ Insur. 
$10 .) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. 510. [Ship/ Insur. 
$3.50) 

Executive Protection Products, Inc. - The Professionals 
1325 lmola Avenue West • Suite S • Napa • California • 94559· • (707) 253-7142 
MasterCard • VISA • American Express • COD • 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk • FJ x r7071253-7149 
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I 0,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS 
Are you a gun trader? Gun collector? 
Or are you just plain interested in guns? 
If you are, you'll profit from reading the 
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's 
the leading publication for t,he sale, pur
chase and trade of firearms and acces
sories of all types. Established in 1946, 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-

Sh~tr:mun 
news 

THE TRADING POST 
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms, 
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts . .. 
all at money-saving prices. The money you 
save on the purchase of any one of the 
more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. 
You can't afford to be without this unique 
publication. As it says on the cover, it's 

FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 

'1HE TRADING POST FOR AmHING THAT SHOOTS". 
Minimum Advertising Rates - Maximum Results $ 2 0 0 0 ' 

Write for Media Kit 36 ISSUES U Yearl ONLY e e 

THE SHOTGUN NEWS Sh~t-:1un1 "::.~;·~:.'.· ::::~·.::-~=. 1~~~·.:. 1 
P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 ·:~;r:if~.~~~OJ!IW.~ 

PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 .... 

• 

MASTERCARD & VISA = 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY! VISA 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 
Please Charge My Order to: D MasterCard D VISA 
Card Number ____ ___________ Exp. Date __ _ 

Enclosed find remittance for$ _ _ . Kindly senrl me THE SHOTGUN NEWS for _ year(sl 

108 Issues $58.00 72 Issues $39.00 36 Issues $20.00 
(3 Years) (2 Years) (I Year) 

Canada, Mexico, and all ather foreign countries , $100.00 · SAMPLE COPY $3.00 

(Please Print) 

NAME ----- --------- -------

ADDRESS ________ _ _ _ _ _ _____ _ _ 

CITY------------ - ---------

STATE -----::--------- ZIP-- --------
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Yes, I' d like to order frames 
at $24.95. (P&H included) 

Each cover comes complete with custom-fitted 
lucite frame and display stand. Simply send a 
clear focused color print (the larger the better). 
Negatives, slides and wallet size photos ore not 
acceptable. Your photo will be returned to you in 
its original condition along with the finished 
cover in about 2-3 weeks. For quicker delivery 
your cover con be shipped Air Express within 7 
days (please odd $5.00 per cover). We reserve 
the right lo reject any photos that do not meet 
SOF's standards of taste and decency. Please 
moil your photo with stiffening lo prevent creas
ing. 

PUT YOUR 
FAVORITE FACE ON 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

Your Favorite Photo 
on a simulated cover 

Great Gift 

Just $24.95 

HEADLINES AVAILABLE 
•America's Secret Weapon 
•Warrior of the Year 
•Female Warrior Destroys 

Commie Platoon 
•World's Most Dangerous Mere 

Check the headline you wont and number of 
photo(s) on bock. 
_America 's Secret Weopon-1 
_Warrior of the Yeor-2 
_Female Warrior Destroys Commie Plotoon-3 
_World's Most Dangerous Merc-4 

Nome --------------

Address-------------

City Stote ___ Zip __ _ 
Pay by check, money order or charge it to 

_MasterCard _Visa 

_ American Express 

Cord# ----------Exp. __ 

Signature ------------

Dote --------------
Check Method of Shipping Desired 

Standard UPS (total $24.95 per photo) 

Air Express (total $29.95 per photo) 
Make checks payable lo Soldier of Fortune Cover 
Offer. Florido residents odd 6% soles lox. 
Send completed coupon, payment and photo to 
Soldier of Fortune Cover Offer, c/ o Fotozines, 
4210 L.B. Mcleod Rd., Ste. 115, Orlando, FL 
32811 
Please give us a phone number where you may 
be reached during the day should we hove a 
question about the order(__) ____ _ 



act G2 Bullpup provides a 
on life for the battle-proven 

SOF T&Es 
AWC's G2 

Text & Photos 
by Peter G. KokaJis 



• 

B 
ullpup rifles, which seem to 
have all the conventional 
parts in unconventional 
places and were once 
scorned by those with a con

ventional military mind set, have become 
common sights in the world's hot spots. 
Three were fielded during Desert Storm: 
the superb Austrian Steyr AUG, the dread
ful British L85Al and the French FA 
MAS. With the magazine in the buttstock 
and the trigger halfway down the barrel, 
there's no denying that they're compact. 

No one has ever been more enamored 
with the bullpup concept than the British. 
In August 1902, British engineer J.B. 
Thorneycroft submitted a prototype bolt
action rifle in this configuration to the War 
Office for consideration by the Small 
Arms Committee. In trials it was not 
impressive and all official interest in the 

design ceased by 1903, although with the 
assistance of the well-known arms de
signer, M.G. Farquhar, it was redesigned 
using a shorter bolt and two conventional 
locking lugs. 

In 1944, work commenced at Enfield 
Lock on a new bolt-action bullpup sniper 
rifle called the SREM I (Sniper Rifle, 
Experimental, Model I). Increasing em
phasis on self-loading rifles halted further 
development. The EM2 followed, but it 
and its admirable 7mm cartridge were 
doomed by power politics. Refusing to 
throw in the cleaning rag, the British 
persisted until the L85Al was adopted. 
Unfortunately, the design is badly flawed 
and, in my opinion, the rifle should be 
abandoned. 

Meanwhile, the French FA MAS is now 
general issue in the French armed forces 
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and the Steyr AUG has been adopted by 
Austria, Australia, Morocco, New Zeal
and, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Ireland and 
several other nations. 

All three of these bullpups - adopted 
during the mid-1980s - are chambered 
for the 5.56x45mm NATO cartridge. Sev
eral years ago, the Israeli Defense Force 
(IDF), seeking a use for the tens of 
thousands of M14 rifles they had received 
from Uncle Sugar, authorized production 
of the Sirkis M36 sniping rifle, which is in 
essence the M14 rifle converted to bullpup 
configuration . To date, series production 
has not materialized. 

AWC Systems Technology (Dept. SOF, 
PO Box 41938, Phoenix, AZ 85080-1938; 
phone 602-780-1050 - catalog free to 
FFL holders and legitimate government 
agencies, $5 to individuals) has just intro
duced a caliber 7.62x51mm NATO 

bullpup rifle using either Ml4 or MlA 
rifles that is significantly superior to the 
Sirkis M36. Called the G2, the package 
includes an excellent stock with several 
unique scope mounts. Also available as 
options are optical sights and a sound 
suppressor. 

Overall length with standard 22-
inch barrel is only 33.5 inches. An 
optional 18.5-inch barrel, which 

drops the muzzle velocity by only 65 fps to 
2,735 fps, is also available. Without optics 
and suppressor, the weight of the G2, 
empty, is 10 pounds (a half pound more 
than a standard M14). 

SpecOps Stock 

The G2's compact envelope is, of 
course, a consequence of its stock, which 
was designed and is produced by Gale 

McMillan exclusively for AWC Systems 
Technology. McMillan pioneered the use 
of Fiberglas rifle stocks starting in 1974. 
Highly regarded - with justification -
McMillan stocks will be found in the 
hands of elite Special Operations 
personnel and SWAT team members 
throughout the world. 

The shell of the G2 stock is made from 
a high-density, laminated Fiberglas 
formed under pressures in excess of 100 
pounds per square inch. It is of solid 
construction throughout, not hollow as are 
most other makers' synthetic stocks. In the 
receiver area the stock is composed of 
solid Fiberglas. To reduce weight, the 
forearm area has been filled with glass 
spheres in an epoxy filler. Due to the 
density of the Fiberglas, the G2 stock is 
slightly heavier than an equivalent-sized 
walnut stock. 

Just like most modern, production
series wood stocks, the G2 stock is 
machined using CNC (Computer 
Numerical Control) machinery . The 
cheekpiece is made of sturdy 1/8-inch 
aluminum alloy and would act as a safety 
shield in the unlikely event that the M14's 
action should unravel. The original M14 
top handguard is retained. Stippling on the 
pistol grip and forearm is molded into the 
stock when it is formed. The G2 ' s barreled 
action is glass bedded into the stock during 
installation and fitting. 

Standard finish is black, but either 
impregnated or painted-on 
camouflage patterns and solid 

colors are available as special-order 
options. All McMillan stocks carry an 
unconditional lifetime guarantee. They are 
totally indestructible, warp-free and thus 
completely impervious to changing 
climatic conditions. In addition, they 
cannot be damaged by petroleum-based 
solvents commonly used for gun cleaning. 

A Pachmayr Decelerator rubber buttpad 
is standard issue with the G2 stock, as well 
as a black nylon carrying sling with Uncle 
Mike's sling swivels. These swivels have 
quick-release studs with four spring
Ioaded ball bearing detents. There are three 
locating points (one on each side of the 
butt, one up on the forearm on the left side) 
on the stock so the rifle can be carried both 
over the shoulder in the conventional 
manner or in the hip assault position where 
it can be brought up to the shoulder for 
instant target acquisition . 

Tale Of Two Triggers 

The re-positioned trigger, within an 
aluminum alloy trigger guard, is attached 
to the original trigger mechanism by 
means of a shielded, flexible steel cable 
inside, and integral with (by means of 
glass bedding) the stock. A 1:1 ratio bell 
crank transfers trigger pull energy to the 
original trigger and thus provides exactly 
the same trigger pull as the standard 
two-stage M 14 trigger. The first stage, or 
"take-up," travel can be adjusted from 
zero to that normal for the M14/M1A. 
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The M14's trigger mechanism was 
lifted right out of the Ml Garand. Its major 
components are a hammer with two hooks, 
a trigger with an extension that is the main 
sear, and a spring-loaded secondary sear 
directly behind. When the trigger is 
cocked, it's held back by the main sear. 
When the trigger is pulled, the main sear 
moves forward, driven by its coil spring. 
When the bolt moves back and rolls the 
hammer down, it's caught by the 
secondary sear. 

I n semiautomatic fire, when the trigger 
is released, the secondary sear moves 
back out off engagement with the 

hammer. As the hammer starts forward 
after the trigger has been released, it is 
caught once more by the main sear and 
held until the trigger is pulled again. Jn 
full-auto, the hammer is also held by the 
secondary sear, but rotation of the 
eccentric selector shaft to the "A" 
position moves the connector assembly 
rearward into contact with the operating 
rod, and the sear release to the rear into 
contact with the secondary sear, causing it 
to release the hammer and fire a round 
every time the bolt closes until the trigger 
is released. 

The safety is mounted in the front 
portion of the trigger guard, again, just like 
the Garand. Push forward to disengage. 
When engaged it blocks the main sear and 
prevents the trigger from being pulled 
rearward. The G2's safety has been 
extended to clear the stock. 

Attached to the trigger housing by a roll 
pin, the magazine catch release lever must 
be pressed forward to remove the 
magazine. Loaded magazines should be 
tilted forward and rolled back when 
inserted into the magazine well. Vaguely 
based on that of the Browning Automatic 
Rifle (BAR), the 20-round staggered 
column box magazine was a decided step 
forward in reliability. M14 magazines 
were fabricated by a number of different 
subcontractors. Their mark will always be 
found at the back of the magazine's body 
near the bottom. As they are all milspec, 
none are to be preferred over any other, but 
beware of unmarked aftermarket 
magazines. They cannot be trusted. 

Method Of Operation 

The Ml4!M1A method of operation is 
as follows. After the trigger is squeezed to 
rotate the hammer forward and drive the 
firing pin to ignite the cartridge primer, the 
bullet moves up the bore and a portion of 
the propellant gases pass through the vent 
drilled into the bottom of the barrel. They 
then move past a cut-off valve, which can 
be rotated for grenade launching, and 
through a hole in the piston. The piston's 
hollow interior fills with gas and the piston 
is forced rearward, driving the operating 
rod and bolt with it when enough pressure 
has developed to overcome the forces 
represented by friction and the recoil 
spring. 
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Once the piston starts rearward, its port 
and the barrel's gas vent are no longer in 
alignment and no further gas can enter the 
system, escaping instead to the atmosphere 
via an exhaust hole in the gas cylinder after 
the piston has moved backward 1.5 inches. 
This system supposedly requires no gas 
regulator, as in theory the pressure 
required to move the operating rod and 
bolt will automatically increase until it is 
sufficient to counter the forces of inertia. 

The operating rod goes through 3/8-inch 
of free travel to permit chamber pressures 
to drop to a safe level before a hump on the 
op rod's cam slot forces the bolt roller 

G2 Bullpup complete with Swarovski 
6x42mm milspec scope and sound 
suppressor offers a compressed, but 
accurate, envelope for countersnipers 
operating in cramped urban 
environments. 

upward. This motion disengages the bolt's 
two locking lugs from the receiver's 
locking recesses. This rotation to the left 
provides the primary extraction required to 
loosen and unseat the empty case from the 
chamber. As the bolt moves back, the 
empty case is extracted and held to the bolt 
face by the extractor claw. As soon as the 
case is completely withdrawn from the 
chamber, the compressed ejector spring 
drives the "bump" type ejector rod 
forward to throw the case out of the rifle to 
the right. The op rod 's hump also assists 
the ejection process to a small degree. The 
compressed recoil spring drives the bolt 
forward to strip a round from the magazine 
and chamber it. 

Powered by a gas system first developed 
for the White semiautomatic rifle of 1929 
and just described, this portion of the 
M 14/M 1 A consists of five major 
components. A knurled plug is threaded to 
the front of the gas cylinder and must be 
removed with a combination tool. A little 
more than 3.5 inches in length, the piston 
has a 1.75-inch solid shaft and 1.75-inch 
hollow cylinder with seven gas grooves 
around its external circumference and a 
single gas port. The gas cylinder itself is 
held in place by a lock piece threaded to 
the barrel. A slot-headed spindle valve 
attached to the gas cylinder must be 
rotated with the combo tool so its slot is 
parallel to barrel, shutting off gas flow to 
the piston, for launching grenades. To all 
of this, AWC Systems Technology has 
added a tapered seat to support the rear end 
of a sound suppressor and provide positive 
alignment. 

The gas system lies under the barrel, 
which was issued with a chromed chamber 
and bore. There are four grooves with a 
right-hand twist of one turn in 12 inches. 
Threaded to the receiver at the chamber 
end, barrel threads at the G2's muzzle 
retain a modified and re-machined H&K 
G3 flash suppressor. 

The operating rod, recoil spring, guide 
rod and bolt are also patterned in general 
after the Ml Garand. While the recoil 
spring and guide rod still travel in the op 
rod 's hollow interior, the guide rod is held 
to the receiver by a simple pin connector 
lock, while that of the Garand is attached 
to the en bloc clip's follower and spring 
assembly. A roller has also been added to 
the Ml4's right locking lug. 

Swarovski Scope 

SOF's test specimen was equipped with 
a stainless steel McMillan heavy barrel. 
This requires a special scope mount, 
attached at the front end of the gas cylinder 
and at the rear to the operating rod guide. 
G2 scope mounts for standard M14!M1A 
rifles are attached directly to the barrel. G2 
scope mounts are machined from alloy 
stock and hard-coat black anodized. 

Fixed to this mount was a scope for 
which I have a high regard - the 
Swarovski ZFM 6x42mm military scope 
with rangefinder reticle (now made by 
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G2 BULLPUP SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber: .. 
Operation: . 

.7.62x51mm NATO (.308 Win.) 

. Gas. No regulator. Piston impinges upon operating rod. 
Locking by means of rotary two-lug bolt (with roller on right 
lug). Fire from the closed-bolt position. 

Feed: .. ... ... 20-round detachable, staggered box-type magazine 
Weight, empty: ... 10 pounds. 
Length, overall: .. 33.5 inches (30 inches with optional 18.5-inch barrel.) 
Barrel: . .. .... Four-groove with a righthand twist of one turn in 12 inches. 
Standard issue: .. chrome-lined bore and chamber. 
Optional:. . . .stainless steel heavy barrel. 
Barrel length: .22 or 18.5 inches. 
Sights: . .Optical. User option. Test specimen equipped with 

Swarovski 6x42mm Milspec scope with range-finding reticle 
pattern. 

Finish: .. .Phosphate. 
Furniture: .High-density, laminated Fiberglas McMillan bullpup stock 

with alloy cheekpiece and integral re-positioned trigger 
system. Standard finish: black; either impregnated or 
painted-on camouflage patterns and solid colors available 
as special-order options. 

Accessories: .... Sound suppressor with overall length of 10 inches and 
diameter of 1.5 inches. Manufactured entirely of 304 stain
less steel. Provides measured sound reduction of 28 dB. 

Manufacturer: ... AWC Systems Technology, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 41938, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080-1938. Phone: 602-780-1050. (Catalog free 
to FFL holders and legitimate government agencies; $5 to 
individuals.) 

T&E Summary: . .Compact and highly maneuverable. Excellent handling 
characteristics. Good accuracy potential. Low perceived 
recoil. Reliable and proven design. Ideal for urban counter
sniper applications. 

Kahles, which is owned by Swarovski). In 
this instance it was housed in a 1-inch steel 
tube, but it's also available with an 
aluminum tube and NATO STANAG 
2324 mount. The field of view is 4 
degrees, or 7 meters at 100 meters. 
Luminosity and resolution are 
outstanding. 

A fter initial zero adjustments, 
changes in elevation, from 100 to 
800 meters, are made by the 

external adjustment knob on top of the 
scope which is calibrated for the trajectory 
of the 7.62x51mm NATO military 
cartridge. The windage adjustment knob is 
located on the right side of the scope. The 
reticle pattern consists of standard 
crosshairs in the center with thick bars at 
the outer perimeter. The reticle is non
centered, thus as the range drum is set for 
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G2 Bullpup, partially disassembled. 

longer distances, the crosshairs move 
toward the bottom of the field of view. 
While somewhat disconcerting at first, it 
serves to instantly alert the shooter to his 
range setting. 

The rangefinding portion of the reticle 
pattern, located toward the bottom of the 
field of view, is, in modified form, that of 
the Soviet Dragunov's PS0-1 scope. This 
latter pattern, in turn, copies the principal 
used in the PGO-7 and PGO-7V optical 
sights of the RPG-7V rocket launcher. It's 
quite simple, but very effective. There is a 
baseline with the number "8" (800 
meters) under it on the left and a "2" (200 
meters) at its right end. Above the baseline 
are four short ascending steps 
(corresponding from left to right to 800, 
600, 400 and 200 meters), moving upward 
from the left. Simply place the waist of 

your target on the baseline and match the 
top of you; target's head (a distance of 
approximate ., 1 meter on the average 
human body) with the appropriate step . 
This is the distance to the target. All that 
remains (if the rifle and scope have been 
zeroed) is to dial the equivalent number on 
the elevation drum. 

The ZFM scope is set for parallax-free 
viewing at 300 meters, but can be changed 
by turning the ocular. The ocular has been 
fitted with a protective rubber rim. Six
power magnification offers the best 
compromise for most sniping applications. 

Sound-Suppressed Bullpup 

T he G2 bullpup rifled submitted to 
SOF for test and evaluation was 
also equipped with a sound 

suppressor. There are, at most, three 
premier sound suppressor designers in the 
world today whose products reflect current 
technology to the maximum extent. All 
three are in the United States. AWC 
Systems Technology is one of them. 

The G2 caliber 7.62x51mm NATO 
sound suppressor is manufactured entirely 
from 304 stainless steel. Overall length is 
10 inches with a diameter of only 1.5 
inches. It does not employ a wet 
environment. Of all-welded construction, 
maintenance consists of no more than 
occasional flushing with solvent or hot 
soapy water. The useful life of this 
suppressor will equal or exceed the life of 
the barrel to which it is attached. Attached 
by threads at the muzzle of the barrel, it 
telescopes over the barrel and thus 
provides two-point contact to insure 
alignment and adds only 7.5 inches to the 
overall length of the rifle when installed. 

Sound reduction is substantial - to 
well below that of a .22LR rimfire pistol. 
Using a B&K 2209 meter with type 4135 
pressure microphone at one meter from the 
rifle (all exactly as specified by the U.S. 
government agencies who developed 
Request For Proposals for sound 
suppressed weaponry), the measured 
reduction in sound is 28 dB - from 167 
dB for an unsuppressed M14 to 139 dB. 
Due to the attentuation of sound waves, it 
seems to the human ear that the drop in 
sound pressure level is even greater. 

Accuracy tests were conducted with 
Federal 308M match ammunition which 
uses the 168-grain Sierra MatchKing 
HPBT (Hollow Point Boattail) bullet. 
While some groups shot to 5/8 MOA at 
100 meters, in spite of severe heat mirage 
in the Lower Sonoran Desert, the G2 
bullpup is an honest 1.5 MOA system. Not 
even the M21 (tuned and scoped sniper 
version of the Ml4) will consistently 
produce better results. 

Head Shot Fantasies 

If you fantasize about 1/2 MOA rifles 
for head shots at 1,000 meters, then you 
must select a tum-bolt. However, the 

Continued on page 66 
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"The Department of State advises that Ameri
can citizens defer all non -essential travel to Peru. 
U.S. diplomatic facilities, private American affili
ated businesses and American religious organiza
tions in Peru have been targeted by terrorists, 
resulting in fatalities. Two terrorist groups, Sen
dero Luminoso (Shining Path) and Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA), use violent 
tactics in the cities and countryside to debilitate 
the Peruvian government." - U.S. Department of 
State travel advisory 

While the above words are intended to keep 
people away from a given place, in this case, Peru, 
they represent nothing less than an invitation at 
SOF. So we accepted the invitation, contacted 
photojournalist Peter Noble, and asked him to go 
down and see what was going on. 

What follows is the first in an eye-opening, 
two-part report from the front lines of one of the 
most obscure and least-understood wars in the 
Americas. 

o to Peru and interview terror
ists from Sendero Luminoso 
(Shining Path) - the Maoist 
guerrilla movement, " SO F's 

Executive Editor told me. 
I took the assignment unaware of many facts. 

That the movement had only granted two inter
views to journalists in the past 11 years came to 
light only after my arrival in Lima, the capital. In 
addition, I learned that the number of people killed 
to date by Shining Path alone added up to nearly 
20,000. 

The interview did not take place. To understand 
why, one first has to understand Shining Path 
- who they are, what they are, and how they've 
come to be. There are two guerrilla movements 
active at this time in Peru : Shining Path and 
MRTA (Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement). 
Some would say four groups if you count the 
military and the police. 

More than 50% of Peru's territory is in a 
declared stale of emergency and under military 
control. Access is severely restricted. People 
wishing to travel to these areas are (usually) 
limited to journalists and help organizations only, 
such as the Red Cross, which must apply for 
special permission . Permission is not always 
granted, and when it is, does not guarantee safety. 

Since 1980, around the time Shining Path 
became violently active, at least 25 journalists 
have been killed in Peru . Just recently, American 
journalist Todd Smith from Tampa, Florida, 
became a statistic. 

In 1990, the death toll was counted at 1,584, 
second only to 1984, when 1, 758 people were 
killed. And, according lo press reports, 91 peasant 
mayors have been murdered by Shining Path in 
the past decade. 

In the interes t of fair reporting, not all of the 
death can be lied to guerrilla movements. On the 
very day before SOF's visit to the town of 
Ayacucho, journalist Louis Morales was gunned 
down. He was murdered in broad daylight. The 
gunman followed him from his house and shot 
him three times in the back and twice in the head 
as he was entering his niece's apartment. 

Morales, a long-time critic of the military's 
corruption and use of excess force, went on the 
radio four days before to announce he received a 
death threat from a paramilitary organization. 
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Morales brings the number of journalists 
killed in Ayaducho to 15 since 1980. 

But Ayacucho is not the only place in 
Peru noted for its violence. Having spent 
only weeks in the country, I can safely sl:ly 
that there are no areas at all unaffected by 
the war. Nobody was more surprised than 
I to find myself in the middle of a "dirty 
little war" (a phrase that became all too 
familiar during my stay). 

However, I would question the "little" 
part of that phrase. Peru was very clearly a 
country fighting a full-scale civil war. It 
was a war ignored by the rest of the world, 
but not overlooked by the 20 million 
people who had to go to bed and wake up 
every day with the threat of violence and 
death as a daily occurrence. 

During our stay in Taraputo, home of 
the MRTA terrorist movement, we at
tempted to get information about an 
incident that took place just weeks before 
our visit. Fifteen to 20 decapitated bodies 
had been dumped by the side of the road 
just 15km from town. Everybody ex
pressed surprise in our interest. 

"After all," we were told, "these things 
happen all the time - no big deal. " This 
incident did not even make the papers. 
Frequent murders, however gruesome, 
were just daily phenomenons these people 
lived with . And with two terrorist organi
zations both fighting their own wars, 
targets for furth er murders are everywhere. 

For the first few days, I spent my time 
criss-crossing Lima getting signature after 
signature on th is form or that form . It all 
had to do with getting permission to 
accompany the military on various opera
tions. At one point, I questioned the 
motives of the whole situation, and won
dered if perhaps all the signatures were not 
just a ploy to discourage journalists. 

I spent one morning making phone calls, 
and the afternoon shuffling from depart-
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In one of the more absurd military 
mismatches conceivable, Peruvian peasants 
in the hills near Ayacucho are given spears, 
sticks, and homemade weapons such as these 
to fight off armed-to-the-teeth Shining Path 
terrorists. 

ment to department in the Ministry of 
Information to establish my press creden
tials . Stamp this, sign that , have a photo 
taken, have it stamped, then pick up 
another form, have it signed. When I 
finally arrived at the department with all 
my papers intact, I really wasn ' t surprised 
to find out that it had already closed and I 
would have to come back the next day. 

Rat-A-Tat-Tat ... Boom! 

Returning to the motel, I retrieved my 
messages, hoping at least the morning ' s 
efforts had paid off It was when I was 
returning a call that I heard in the 
background what sounded like gunfire. It 

was the unmistakable sound of an 
automatic weapon firing. Before I had time 
to ask about it, the person on the other line 
asked, "Did you hear that? Did you hear 
that?" 

Then there was an explosion, a big one, 
and I could hear the gunfire getting louder. 
Pulling on pants with one hand, grabbing 
camera gear with the other, I got the 
address for the guy I had been speaking to 
and dashed out the door and into a taxi. 
Looking down, I still had my shoes in my 
hand. But I was finally on the move. The 
driver turned around and tried to explain in 
his few words of English, "Boom! Boom ! 
Terrerista! Terrerista! (terrorist] - not for 
gringo!" But I got him to go, anyway. 

Arriving at the address, I see my friend 
waving for me to come. We run down half 
a block, where he informs me it was the 
minister of economics's home. Security 
forces guarding his residence had 
exchanged automatic gunfire with 
terrorists. 

Inquiring about the situation, some 
locals motion us down the street 25 yards, 
where we see a half-track that had been 
stationed with two military personnel. 
Apparently, terrorists drove by slowly in a 
car and fired a rocket-propelled grenade at 
the half-track. 

Detonating just a few inches from the 
top, it killed the sentry on top. But there 
was little damage - just a fresh pool of 
blood under the truck. There was a group 
of black-clad special police, complete with 
ski masks, pointing to the windows in the 
house with bullet holes in them. 

On a side street around the corner from 
the house was evidently where one 
terrorist had dropped off a couple of his 
accomplices while he fired the rocket at 
the truck as a diversion. The others fired a 
40mm grenade at the m inister of 
economics's house. This one went through 
two side windows of a Volkswagen and 
failed to detonate. I overheard the special 
police questioning if the re was a 
possibility of it exploding; one also 
mentioned a grenade that had been found 
several days before by a group of curious 
children. They picked it up and banged it 
on a wall - it exploded and killed 
them all . 

During an attack here, at the home of the 
Peruvian minister of economics in L ima, 
MRTA terrorists sprayed windows with 
automatic weapons fire, put a Volkswagen 
out of commission, and killed one sentry. 
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Author reports that many Peruvian peasants 
say there are a total of four terrorist groups in 
their country: Shining Path and MRTA, as 
well as the military and police. Peasants are 
harassed by soldiers (this one pictured with 
FN FAL) if they are suspected of assisting 
rebel groups. 

M urder By MRTA 

The responsibility for this attack was 
placed with MRTA, who, unlike Shining 
Path , ma ke a point of targ e ting 
government buildings and security forces . 
MRTA carries out a traditional guerrilla 
war, primarily using automatic weapons, 
mortars and rocket-propelled grenades. 

In a recent show of strength, MRTA 
attacked the cities of Jargin, . Saposa, 
Bellavistia, Mayabamba and Rioja all 
during the same evening and 
approximately at the same time. During 
the attack, nine police officers were taken 
hostage with most police stations and 

military installations damaged or 
destroyed. 

It was a slap in the face to the security 
forces, who, in the five weeks that 
followed , were unable to locate the 
hostages despite the fact that they had 
appeared several times on TV interviews 
and in local newspapers. 

In other demonstrations of fo rce, MRTA 
attacked 49 banks one evening, and in 
another attack, knocked out power to 
almost aU of Peru. At the same time, a 
100-kilo bomb was found in the Centro 
Carnine Roy al Mall. If it had successfully 
exploded, the damage and death it would 
have caused is hard to imagine. 

Journalists' Graveyard 

I wake up at 0600 one day and await 
departure to Ayacucho. To say I have 
reservations about this trip would be an 
understatement. It is, after all, the 
birthplace of Shining Path, originally 
fo rmed at Ayacucho University in the 
mid-1960s by Abimalael Guzman, known 
to followers as "President Gonzalo. " 

This was a political organization until 
the early 1980s, when it unleashed a 
violent attack on a rural police station. The 
wave of violence perpetrated by Shining 
Path si nce then is like none I have ever 
been seen before. According to Peruvian 
press reports, 13 of every 14 massacres of 
peasants carried out in 1989 in Ayacucho 
were the work of Shining Path . 

Shining Path' s declared purpose: to 
destroy all existing Peruvian institutions 
and replace them with a revolutionary 
regime inspired in part by Mao Zedong's 
Cultural Revolution in China. Shining 
Path terrorists intimidate by frequently 
executing (in gruesome ways) anyone who 
does not side with their movement or is 
considered to have government ties with 
civil defense patrols. The patrols are 
groups of peasants in villages that the 

military has provided arms, basically to 
use as a front-line defense. But peasants 
are considered "canon fodder" by the 
military and are expendable. 

I' m sitting here watching the wife and 
son of Lewis Morales (the 15th journalist 
to be killed in Ayacucho), board the plane. 
The family is dressed in dark clothes, 
carrying flowers; they also have his 
picture. With this picture, the reality hits 
home of how really dangerous this country 
has become. 

Four or five other journalists and 
photographers board the plane, and as we 
are introduced, the thought occurs to me 

Continued on page 69 

Hardly a match for seasoned Shining Path 
terrorists armed with Kalashnikovs and 
mortars, a little peasant girl in Ayacucho gets 
some basic instruction on what to do the next 
time her village is attacked. 

A PATH LITTERED WITH CORPSES 

S hining Path's 
ultimate aim 
is to destroy 

the government and 
the social order of 
Peru. The move
ment also claims to 
support the peasant 
population, but is 
only too quick to kill 
those who dis
please it. Shin ing 
Path has a very 
strict code of con
duct among its 
members that in
cludes no smoking 
and no drinking of 

At a time when most of the communist 
world is rethinking its ways, Shining Path 
terrorists and their many supporters 
envision a rosy red future complete with 
the ideas of Mao and Stalin for inspiration. 

murder government 
officials, judges, politi
cal activists, journal
ists , development 
workers, professors, 
peasants and the 
occasional tourist -
natives and foreigners 
alike. They have at
tacked government 
buildings and foreign 
embassies, and have 
publicly stated that the 
government's antinar
cotics operations are a 
cover for " imperialist 
expansion" - a con
venient reason for at-

alcohol. Also, despite showing support for 
Peruvian coca growers and aiding narcot
ics traffickers, it has publicly executed 
members found using drugs. 

Members of Shining Path have shown 
no favoritism over the pa.st 1 O years: they 
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tacking everyone. 
In 1988 alone, Shining Path was 

responsible for the economic loss of some 
$2.65 billion in Peru. It has claimed 
responsibility for numerous blackouts in 
Lima and other areas by bombing electri-

cal pylons and installations. Rural devel
opment projects have been attacked and 
their engineers killed. Also in 1988, Shin
ing Path attacked a development project 
run by the European Economic Commu
nity (EEC). As a result, the EEC recalled 
all of its aid workers. 

Over the ·years, Shining Path has fre
quently atta9ked the very projects that will 
help the peasant population it claims to 
support. Its aim is to undermine the 
government and attempt to persuade the 
peasants that there is no hope for im
provement until Shining Path takes over. 
"In a war," Abimalael Guzman, Shining 
Path's founder, said, "what you can't use 
or carry off, you destroy; you burn. " 

Estimates of the ·number of Shining 
Path terrorists range to as rnany as 5,000, 
with many more supporters. They also 
seem to be successfully recruiting from 
the Peruvian middle and upper classes. 

- P.N. 
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IN SEARCH 
OFMIAs 

You don't hear much about them, and 
what you do hear is usually couched in 
only the vaguest of terms. They're the U.S. 
military investigative teams that physi
cally check out crash and other sites inside 
Vietnam, trying to solve parts of the 
decades-old MIA puzzle. This article rep
resents a " day in the life" of a team on the 
ground; the crash sites they investigated 
were those of F-4 Phantom and other 
aircraft, although the details remain clas
sified information. 

A
merican servicemen from all 
four military services have 
routinely returned to Vietnam 
in recent years to investigate 
active MIA (missing in ac

tion) cases from the Vietnam War, but the 
investigative team that returned to the 
Ashau Valley in August 1989 was all 
Army. 

This team was composed of myself, an 
Army warrant officer from the 
Liaison Office of the Joint Casu
alty Resolu tion Center (JCRC) 
located in the American Embassy 
in Bangkok, Thailand; Master 
Sergeant David W. Atherton, an 
Army intelligence analyst from 
HQ, JCRC in Honolulu; Sergeant 
First Class Randy Brown, an 
Army graves registration spe
cialist ; and Sergeant First Class 
James Williams, also a graves 
registration specialist. Both SFC 
Brown and SFC Williams were 
from the Army 's Central Identifi
cation L abo ratory, Hawaii 
(CILHJ). 

by Garry L. Smith 

During the next two days, our American 
and Vietnamese team traveled south down 
Highway One, which is the major north
south route in the country. On the after
noon of the second day, our team reached 
Hue City, capital seat of Thua Thien 
Province. This was to be our base as we 
made preparations to operate in the Ashau 
Valley. 

After several days of preliminary inves
tigations and preparation, our joint team 
traveled by automobile from Hue to Phu 
Bai Airport to board a Soviet Mi-17 
helicopter that would take us to the Ashau, 
which was located in A-Luoi District, 
Thua Thien Province. Phu Bai was a big 
American base back during the war, but 
now there were very few signs Americans 
were ever there. All of the barracks and 
most of the buildings are gone. At one 
time, Phu Bai, like other American bases 
in Vietnam, was ringed with concertina 
wire and had watch towers every few 

senior officials of A-Luoi District. After a 
greeting by the chairman (a Pa-Coh minor
ity with holes in his earlobes) of the 
A-Luoi District People ' s Committee, our 
team interviewed two witnesses to an MIA 
incident. 

The two witnesses were former National 
Liberation Front (NLF) - Viet Cong 
-soldiers who served in A-Luoi District 
during the war. One was an NLF lieutenant 
colonel named Cu Pang. During the war, 
Cu Pang had commanded five NLF m ili
tary districts, one of which was Military 
District Three, within which the cases we 
were investigating occurred. The other 
witness had been a soldier under the 
former lieutenant colonel ' s command and 
assigned to Military District Three. 

After interviewing the two former Viet 
Cong, we flew by Soviet-made helicopter 
to inspect various case sites from the ai r. 
However, there was fog on the mountains 
and we had to stay in the center portion of 

the Ashau Valley . Since we were 
prevented by fog from fl ying over 
the mountains on either side of the 
valley, we eventually had to fly 
back to Phu Bai, then return to 
Hue by car. 

Our team took off from Bang
kok in an Air Force C-130, 
crossed Laos, and landed at the 
Noi Bai Intern ational Airport in 
Hanoi. From Noi Bai we were 
transported to the Le Thach For
eign Ministry Guest House in 
downtown Hanoi, where we spent 

Familiar AO to many SOF readers: the Ashau Valley. CW4 Smith with 
guide and team members "take five" during their investigation of 
numerous crash sites. Photo: courtesy author 

Because of bad weather, we 
were eventually forced to drive to 
the Ashau Valley by automobile, 
and then enter the invest igative 
sites on foot. But to get to the 
Ashau from Hue is complicated, 
even though it ' s not very far. The 
road between Hue and the Ashau 
is absolutely horrible and takes an 
entire day of driv ing. Therefore, 
we elected to drive north from Hue 
to Quang Tri City, cut west along 
the bottom of the old demili tarized 
zone (DMZ) to the Laotian border, 
and then south to A-Luoi in the 
Ashau Valley. 

Upon reaching A-Luoi we had 
some free time, so we walked 

the rest of the afternoon arranging our gear 
and checking our American-made Jeep 
Cherokees for the upcoming investiga
tions. 

We also coordinated with our Viet
namese counterparts who were to be our 
fellow team members over the next 20 
days. Our counterparts were Ho Xuan 
Dich, from the Foreign Ministry, Major 
Pham Teo, from the Ministry of Defense, 
and Tran Trien, from the Ministry of the 
Interior. 
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hundred feet or so. None of that remained. 
From Phu Bai we flew to the village of 

A-Luoi in the Ashau, which sits at the foot 
of Dong Ap Bia Mountain - better known 
to Americans who fought there as "Ham
burger Hill." At A-Luoi, mobs of local 
people turned out to see the helicopter and 
the Americans. We noticed right away that 
most of the locals were an ethnic minority, 
which we learned was the Pa-Coh. 

At A-Luoi District headquarters, the 
joint team and province team met with 

around sightseeing. During our 
leisurely walk, a large group of Vietnam
ese gathered around us and a woman in the 
crowd asked MSG Atherton where he was 
from. Dave replied in Vietnamese, "Hoa 
Ky" (America). Ra ther heatedly, she 
asked, ''Are you from the same America 
that bombed all of the villages around 
here?" Quick as a flash, Dave answered in 
Vietnamese, " No, not that America; I' m 
from the other one! " 

The next day, we finally traveled in by 
foot to investigate the area where we 'd 
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been unable to land by helicopter a few 
days previously. Most of the route we 
walked was along a former segment of the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, as evidenced by 
rusting remnants of destroyed Chinese 
trucks and fuel drums. This "trail" (actu
ally a road), now overgrown with jungle 
vegetation, passed between two mountain 
peaks on which were once located U.S. 
firebases Tiger and Turnage. 

A s we walked along, LTC Cu Pang 
told me about some of the battles 
that had been fought in that very 

area. on· one occasion, he and I stopped to 
salute the war dead on both sides. 

At our destination, we began searching 
the area with metal detectors and by 
digging. There, local Pa-Coh people had 
supposedly found a parachute, a pilot's 
helmet (which turned out later to be a U.S. 
Anny-type steel helmet), a pair of jungle 
boots, and a pair of wire-rimmed ·glasses. 
During the search by our joint team, we 
found pieces of burned fabric, four pairs of 
burned jungle boots, a belt buckle, a piece 
of entrenching tool, three U.S. Army metal 
helmets (one was peppered with shrapnel 
holes), two fiberglass helmet liners, pieces 
of a flak jacket, scraps of fatigue uniforms, 
and empty C-ration cans. 

The location was clearly a site occupied 
at one time by either U.S. or Allied forces. 
We determined that because of the dupli
cation of items of equipment and clothing 
that were present, they likely did not 
pertain to the particular case that we were 
investigating; consequently, we retraced 
our route back to A-Luoi Village. 

The next day, SFC Jim Williams and I 
undertook a difficult journey by foot 
through dense, leech-infested jungle to 
where U.S. records indicated the crash site 
and last known location of the pilot was. 
Jim and I were led to the site by former 
Viet Cong soldiers who fought in the area 
during the war. Also present were several 
members of the province team and some 
officials from A-Luoi District. Jim and I 
noted with interest that the former NLF 
soldiers carried AK-47 and SKS assault · 
rifles, which they told us were the same 
weapons they had carried during the war. 

After a fatiguing journey along swift 
rivers and through thick jungle, we eventu
ally reached the area where our records 
indicated a crash had occurred. We had to 
cut our way in by machete because of the 
heavy vegetation. Jim and I observed 
underground bunkers and fighting posi
tions, which the former Viet Cong soldiers 
said had been constructed during the war 
by a platoon from Military District Three. 

One of the old soldiers said that periodi
cally he had been stationed at this very 
place. Also in the vicinity of the bunkers 
we saw craters, metal fragments, and scars 
on trees, which indicated that the area had 
been attacked by artillery or air. However, 
we saw no evidence of aircraft wreckage at 
the site. 

We then cut our way through the jungle 
to search the area our records indicated 
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was the last known location of the pilot of 
the case, but we found no evidence of any 
personal effects, remains, or grave site. In 
that area was one of the most beautiful 
waterfalls that Jim and I had ever seen. It 
crashed majestically down several hun
dred feet to a jungle river. If the pilot was 
buried in that area, his final, mortal resting 
place was definitely a scene of earthly 
splendor. 

By this time, Jim and I were exhausted. 
The Vietnamese members of the team 
didn't seem to be too bad off, though. They , 
slipped through the jungle with ease, while 
we crashed through. We saw first-hand 
what a formidable foe these tough old 
soldiers mus! have been. 

W camped on a river bank in the 
ungle, and the Vietnamese 

made a lean-to from branches 
and leaves for us to sleep under as well as 
a delicious dinner of local Pa-Coh dishes. 
Later, our former enemies insisted on 
sleeping on either side of us to protect us, 
which was an ironical turn of events to say 
the least. 

The next morning, Jim and I ate a hearty 
breakfast of U.S.-made MREs (Meal, 
Ready to Eat), and the Vietnamese had 
leftovers from the night before. We broke 
camp and repeated the difficult trip back 
the way we had come. We came to a 
Pa-Cob village, where one of our former 
Viet Cong guides lived. He invited us to 
rest in his humble mud and thatch-roofed 
home while we waited for transportation 
back to A-Luoi. 

There, he showed us his wartime deco
rations and introduced us to one of his two 
wives. Word eventually came from Pa
Coh children that our drivers had arrived 
and were waiting for us on the Ashau 
Vcilley road. We hiked across a stream to 
the road and loaded into the vehicles, 
which took us back to A-Luoi safe and 
sound, but absolutely beat. 

Our fellow team members had also 
returned to A-Luoi from conducting a 
mission the same time that Jim Williams 
and I were making our jungle odyssey. 
They said one of the local Pa-Coh people, 
Cu Le, led them across incredibly danger
ous mountains to a helicopter crash site. 
.After inspecting wreckage at the site and 
determining the location on maps, MSG 
Atherton and SFC Brown, the CILHI 
specialists, decided that the crash site 
likely pertained to a resolved helicopter 
incident and probably had no relation to 
the case under investigation. 

Several days later, we traveled to an 
area near La Dul Hamlet, Bae Son Village, 
which is several kilometers from A-Luoi, 
and met· with the village militia com
mander. He agreed to act as a guide to lead 
the team to a crash site. On the way, we 
came across a rusted U.S. M60 machine 
gun lying beside a jungle trail. The gun 
came from a U.S. helicopter and had likely 
been carried from a crash site by Pa-Coh 
metal hunters. 

We made a difficult climb up a muddy 

mountain trail. during which time we 
constantly pulled off blood-filled leeches 
that latched onto our boots and crawled up 
our legs in search of a meal. When we 
reached the top at the end of our climb, we 
precariously crawled down over a preci
pice to a jungle stream, where our team 
observed helicopter wreckage. After 
shooting compass azimuths and plotting 
our location, we determined the crash site 
was likely a resolved CH-47 helicopter 
incident, and did not pertain to any of the 
cases we were investigating. 

We needed to move on to another site, 
but when we saw that we'd have to travel 
further downstream and drop down several 
waterfalls, we seriously considered calling 
off the search. All of the MIA team leaders 
investigating cases in Vietnam had been 
instructed by our superiors at JCRC not to 
risk living soldiers for dead ones. 

But when we looked back to where we 
had come, which would have been our 
route back should we have chosen to abort, 
we determined going back would be as 
dangerous as going forward. Therefore, we 
elected to travel downstream and down the 
sides of treacherous and vicious but abso
lutely beautiful waterfalls to the bottom of 
a ravine. According to our records, that 
would be the crash site, but we found no 
evidence that any aircraft had crashed 
there. 

A fter concluding the investigation of 
our assigned cases in the Ashau 
Vcilley, we traveled north out of 

the valley into Quang Tri Province where 
we investigated two other cases. The 
information we obtained from those will 
hopefully lead to their successful reso
lution. We then returned to Hanoi, where 
we took the opportunity to celebrate our 
safe return by eating an American-style 
dinner at one of the private restaurants in 
the city. After almost three weeks of 
Vietnamese food, it was a welcome 
treat. 

Early next morning, the Vietnamese 
took us to the Noi Bai International 
Airport, where we met a U.S. Air Force 
C-130 aircraft that had come to take us 
back to Bangkok. As the aircraft rumbled 
aloft, I considered the fact that not only 
had we helped resolve a few unanswered 
questions from the war, but also that we 
were the first American Gls to return to the 
Ashau Vcilley since the war. 

My old unit, the 101st Airborne Divi
sion, had been one of the major units to 
fight in that valley, and for me, that made 
the trip incredibly rewarding. My team
mates too, I think, wouldn't have traded 
their memories of this trip for much else in 
the world. 

Chief Warrant Officer Garry L. Smith 
recently retired from the U.S. Army, after 
spending 21 years on active duty in the 
Military Intelligence field. He worked 
with the JCRC, Bangkok, for 3 years, and 
traveled widely throughout the Pacific 
Rim as a POW/MIA investigator.~ 
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I 
couldn't tell if they were kidding 

when our UNITA (National Union 
for the Total Independence of An
gola) welcoming committee said 
we had to clear their immigration 

and customs. After all , this was a rebel 
camp in the middle of southeast Angola 's 
bush and a thousand miles from anything 
except for a war, which was all around it. 
My companions, Bob and Sibyl MacKen
zie, and I looked at each other. "Is this for 
real?" we telecommunicated. 

UNITA shunted us into a building 
where we stood around in front of a desk, 
behind which sat a fellow in beret and 
green uniform. " O seu passaporte, par 
favor, ' ' he sa id, which I took to mean he 
wanted the passports. With the bored 
expression it takes years for immigration 
types to cultivate, he idly leafed through 
our papers while four or five other guys in 
uniform, and with guns, hung around 
watching. 

"Ever been to Angola?" he asked in 
Ingles, scanni ng my particular blue book 
for giveaways like "Customs & Immigra
tion, Luanda.'' I had actually been in 
Angola a few years back, riding Casspir 
armored personnel carriers with a bunch of 
police counterinsurgents from South West 
Africa chas ing guerrillas up into southern 
Angola, but no one had bothered to check 
passports when we crossed the border. 

It didn't seem a good time to mention 
that little incursion, so I said no. He kept 

Author attempted to purloin this captured 
Soviet-made Dragunov sniping rifle from 
UNITA"s weapons workshop, but figured 
customs In London wouldn't buy the 
"African trinket" story. Photo : Robert 
MacKenzie 

the leafi ng up, and I wondered what I'd do 
if he said my passport flunked immigra
tion. Jamba is truly a long way from 
anyw here you could catch transport to go 
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ANGOLA 
Winning the War 

in a Land Far, 
Far Away 

by John Coleman 

someplace else. 
But we passed passport muster and in 

turn were directed along to customs, its 
office behind a curtain in the same room . 
"E' favor abrir este saco," - "Open the 
bag, pal " - which I figured out because 
the MacKenzies were opening theirs . No 
matter what else happened during our s tay, 
I knew UNITA and its bureaucracy were 
ready for the world league. 

As I write this some time later in my 
Boulder office, it's apparent that most 
everyone else thinks the same thing. Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, head of the Angolan 
Marxist MPLA (Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola) government 
- which had placed its bets on the Soviet 
Union and Cuba, and lost -and Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi, founder and CEO of UNITA 
- which had placed its bets on the United 
States, South Africa and others, and won 
- shook hands in Lisbon, Portugal, back 
in June and said, '' OK, enough 's enough,'' 
thus ending 16-plus years of civil war. 

Now, if I were cynical enough, having 
watched cease-fire after cease-fire fall 
apart in Angola, I'd be tempted not to hold 
my breath over this one. But, as I write this 
in July, the two military forces are inte
grating, nobody 's killed anybody lately so 
far as we know, and electioneering has 
taken the place of Su-22 bombing runs 
(although one could argue which might be 
worse). 

If all goes according to pl an this ' ll end 

up at the polling stations in September 
1992, monitored by guys named Sven and 
Rahjib in their powder blue berets, and 
Savimbi Inc. will probably have the inside 
line. When you've got a dos Santos 
economy where beer's the only negotiable 
currency, and freedom of choice means 
choosing between voluntary or invol
untary conscription into an army staffed by 
surrogate Fidelists and Stalinists - well, 
you've got to reckon the locals are ready to 
see what the other guy has to offer. 

Beachfronts In Tomorrowland 

We got a glimpse of that w hile we were 
in Jamba, capital of Free Angola, and if 
what we saw is any indication of what ' s to 
come, then I'd advise buying beachfront 
lots in Luanda while you still can. I still 
find it hard to believe that what we saw 
was, in fact, reality, and not some sort of 
Angolan version of Tomorrowland where 
everything's up and running for the 
tourists, then shuts down for the night. 

We paid our admission price - a little 
round-table discu ssion to ensure we 
weren ' t ratfink spies or liberal Democrats 
- then hopped on our first ride: newish 
left-hand-drive Toyota Land Cruisers. 
Considering just about everything in that 
part of Africa is right-hand drive, one 
could presume the se vehicles came 
courtesy of Uncle Sam in some form or 
another. In fact , there was a whole bunch 
of stuff in Jamba with "Made in the USA " 
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figuratively stamped all over it, probably 
in down payment for some of that 
beachfront property later on (at least 
what's left after the South Africans get 
fin ished). 

About 20 minutes later, after pounding 
our kidneys on the second-worst roads in 
Africa (Kenya's Nairobi-Mombassa link 
gets top honors), we were deposited at 
what we called the Jamba Safari Lodge. 
I've stayed in weird guerrilla bush camps 
the world over, but this place outclassed a 
goodly number of hotels SOF jou rnalists 
usually frequent. 

I was given a double bed in hut 24, 
complete with wattle-thatch roof, built-in 
shower, tasteful light olive green paint and 
matching carpet, and crispy white sheets 
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"Whatever It was, by God, It's dead now." s•o roME • 

Photo: UNITA photo section, Jamba PRINCIPE 

with rose pattern. No mint on the pillow, 
but hey, it ' s a war zone. And lest you think 
we had it too easy, there were little animal 
things scurrying up and down the walls 
and across the floor all night. And the 
shower dripped. 

We had a brief dinner that evening, 
breaking a bit of ice wi th a few drinks and 
working out our schedule for the next 24 
hours. We made our bid to see things 
mostly military; UNITA in turn let us 
know that we could see the schools, 
hospitals, administrative set-up, work 
shops, radio and television broacicast 
stations - the stuff they show to the 

SOF Contributing 
Editor Robert 
MacKenzie props 
up captured Soviet 
1 30mm cannon. 
Over the years, the 
Soviets have 
generously 
contributed to 
UNITA's arms chest 
- though not by 
choice. Photo: Johr. 
Coleman 

Although Angola has meant little to most 
Americans, Uncle Sam has Invested a great 
deal of effort and money In supporting 
UNITA - though not without much 
resistance from elements In the State 
Department and Congress. For once, 
however, we stayed the course and the 
good guys won. 

scores of it inerant journalists, poli ticians 
and relief agency reps who 've chanced 
upon Jamba over the years. 

Part of pol itical reality is the perception 
of that reali ty, of course, and UNITA puts 
its best foot fo rward in demonstrating to 
vis ito rs tha t rag-tag they are no t; 
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organized, disciplin
ed and ready to gov
ern, they are. And 
that includes letting 
itinerant visitors see 
just what UNITA 
wants them to see. 
Good salesmanship, 
I call it. 

Before hitting the 
rack , the Mac
Kenzies and I chat
ted about what we'd 
do if the MPLA 
military wing 
launched a surprise 
attack against rooms 
24 and 25 that night. 
Granted, it was an 
unlikely scenario as 
the previous half

Dr. Jonas Savlmbl, UNITA's chief executive 
officer, Is probably one of the most 
successful African leaders In recent times. 
Through his strong personality and 
application of complex polltlcal and 
military maneuvers, he's brought Angola 
to the brink of democracy. Photo: UNITA 
photo section, Jamba 

UNITA since 1974, 
and probably had 
more combat time in 
than the entire Desert 
Storm Coalition 
force combined. He 
did say that if we had 
three or so weeks to 
kill he ' d escort us up 
lo the front, but with 
the war winding 
down, there might 
not be much to see 
once we got there. 
Three weeks of 
bouncing to death in 
a captured Soviet 
URAL truck, staring 
at mile after mile of 
dried bush, didn ' t 

zillion Soviet- and Cuban-backed MPLA 
ground offensives against Jamba over the 
years had not produced anything worth 
writing the Kremlin about, but it always 
pays to have some sort of contingency 
plan. We agreed on Cape Town as a 
rendezvous; if the MPLA chased us that 
far, well, they deserved Angola. 

happen to fit into this 
trip, but Bob MacKenzie said he 'd be 
happy to come back later and do it. Weird 
thing was, he meant it. Fifteen years of 
living in Africa can do that to you. 

It was during our Land Cruiser ride 
down to the medical shop that I made one 
startling discovery -Jamba had traffic 
cops - and divined one revelation - that 

Having forgotten 
the time change from 
where we'd been the 
day before, I was up 
brighter and earlier 
than most the next 
morning. There was 
already activity 
around the camp -
cockerals crowing, 
people sweeping up, 
carrying water and the 
like - while I strolled 
around, and I noticed 
that as I strolled, a 
well-armed guard 
discretely strolled 
along with me. 

I made a half-

Not an Interesting photo by Itself -
unless you know the background. 
These eating utensils are made from 
the skins of Soviet-made helicopters 
shot down by UNITA forces. 
Recycling the hard way. Photo: John 
Coleman 

given enough cigar
ettes now, I could 
probably secure the 
Jamba Safari Lodge 
concession after the 
war. 

As we bounded 
around a corner of a 
bush dirt road and 
came up to the inter
section of another bush 
dirt road, lo and behold 
stood a traffic cop on a 
wooden platform, 
pressed uniform, white 
gloves, sidearm, shiny 
helmet liner and all, 
waving us through. 
Jamba may be the 

capital of Free Angola, but traffic jammed 
they are not. I don ' t think I saw more than 

with the quietly heartfelt sighs of relief 
behind the clouds of smoke filling our 
four-wheeler. Had I known the value of a 
single butt at the beginning, I would 've 
held out for at least an honorary ministerial 
position. 

These two small vignettes are not 
mentioned merely in passing, but to make 
a point about UNITA 's situation at the end 
of April. Indicative of their desire to be 
taken seriously as a shadow government 
was that traffic cop, gearing up for the big 
time. Indicative of the fact that UNITA is 
at the far end . of a very long supply line 
was that cigarettes - and most other 
things, ranging from medical supplies to 
carbon paper - just aren ' t available m 
Jamba. 

Black Guys With White Hats 
And Red Books 

Yet for all of it, UNITA has managed to 
get itself recognized and stay alive long 
enough to become a major, if not the 
major, force in Angola. It ' s a tribute to 
Savimbi 's charismatic force of intellect 
and personality - and his application of 
Mao Zedong's principles of guerrilla 
warfare, for once successfully applied by 
the good guys. 

We spent the day viewing what UNITA 
had told us we would view, and hearing 
pretty much what we figured we would 
hear. That 's not to say I was ungrateful, or 
unappreciative of the fact that a number of 
their people took time out to brief us. But 
if you've got visitors coming nearly every 
week, most of whom a week prior figured 
Angola meant silky goat' s hair, then you 
tend to gear your briefings toward the 
lowest common denominator - namely, 
visiting journalists and politicians. 

Nonetheless, what we heard and saw 
was impressive enough. On a rather rough 
basis, UNITA' s Jamba infrastructure 
paralleled what you might find in any 
averagetown U.S. of A. : cops, a decent 
hospital, schools (from which many of the 
UNITA hierarchy graduated before 
continuing their education overseas), radio 

three vehicles together at any 
one time during our stay, and 
they were parked . Like 
everything else they do at 
Jamba, perhaps this chap was 
being groomed for headier 

SOF Contributing Editor 
Robert MacKenzie, 
sporting styllsh Mao cap 
manufactured at Jamba, 
receives fabric tips from 
the head of UNITA's 

hearted effort to leave the fenced-in 
compound, just for a bit of a look-around, 
and he unlimbered his AKM. It was all 
very polite and smiley, but he was bound 
to carry out his first General Order: "I will 
guard everything within the limits of my 
post, and not allow anybody like you to 
leave it. " Understandable. You don ' t let 
people wander about unescorted through 
the Pentagon either. 

days lo come in Luanda. garment Industry. Photo: 

and television stations 
(courtesy of Uncle Sam's 
interest in beachfront 
property), work shops, a 
garment industry, govern
ment offices, and antiaircraft 
towers sporting Stinger 
surface-to-air missiles. Kind 
of things you'd see most 
anywhere except better run, 
and they literally rather than 
figuratively get bombed 
occasionally. 

We had a palatable breakfast of mystery 
meat and kick-start coffee, then hit the 
road. We had two highly expressive and 
English-proficient Foreign Affairs 
Ministry reps - Captain Jose' de Castro 
and Lieutenant David Demwaketele -
glued to us, and 1 put it to the captain : 
" Don ' t you get sick of escorting 
journalists like us around day after day? " 

" We all have our jobs to do," he 
answered with a shrug, and I figured sure, 
tour-guide duty does beat the hell out of 
live-fire exercises up on the central front. 

But I found out later that he'd been with 
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My revelation dawned John Coleman 
when I passed cigarettes 
aro und lo my Angolan 
Cruiser mates and most of 
them vanished. I hadn ' t 
really thought about it the 
night before at dinner, but the 
same thing had happened 
then. And earlier, when we'd 
stood around waiting for the 
vehicles to arrive. By God' 
Send in R.J. Reynolds -
Jamba had no smokes' Being 
an addict myself, I could 
understand and empathize 

One small thing stuck in 
my mind from the tour, and 
that was a set of silverware 
neatly laid out on a bench 
inside their implements shop. 
One of us made mention of it, 
and the bossman rattled off 
an explanation in Portuguese. 
I wish I ' d brought home a set 
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because, as it was translated to me, they 
carve those things out of the sk ins of 
Soviet helicopters they shoot down. One of 
those sy mbi ot ic Indi a n/ buffalo 
relationshi ps except that for 16 years the 
buffalo shot back. 

We ended off the da y with a military 
briefing conducted by an intelligence 

orga ni zat ion, and probably had a bright 
political future in the post-war yea rs. I 
asked him what his plans were. 

" Maybe I ' ll be a fa rm er," he answered. 
After 20-something yea rs doing war -
he ' d soldiered for the Portuguese in the 
pre- independence days - si tting on th e 
s toop wa tchin g the locus ts mun c h 

main ly because this wasn't really an 
SOF-type of story. Sure, we 'd gone into 
wa r-zo ne Angola and everyo ne had guns, 
but I felt a helluva lot safer there than I did 
on some of Bob Brown's an nu al hunting 
trips. Jamba was fai rly prov incial and , 
we ll , ordin ary, w hich o f course is exactl y 
as UNITA wanted it portrayed. 

section lieutenant colone l who 
looked liked he'd rather be 
facing a T-62 tank than the 
phalanx of generals, colonels 
and us staring at him. With 
War College proficiency, he 
w hacked his pointer against 
maps of their various fro nts 
and completely baffled us with 
enemy and friendly force unit 
designations, positions, actions 
and future actions . For 
example: "The 5th Task Force 
moved in close to Luanda 
while the 32 Tactical Group 
has joined the 5th to retake 
Cabala and has moved forces 
belonging to the ! st Task Force 
deployed at a bridge while the 
advanced common force 
moved into Cabala." Riyadh 's 
Coalition briefers couldn ' t 

Sibyl MacKenzie, representing the Washington, D.C. -based Global 
Strategy Council, and SOF Managing Editor John Coleman during late 
afternoon military briefing with UNITA hierarchy. Coleman and Gen. 
Manuvakola discussed the relative merits of farming as a post-war 
career. Photo: Robert MacKenzie 

Perhaps, as I thought about it , 
Jamba was too ord inary, too pat. 
Every thi ng was c lea n and 
ster ile, from the hospital wards 
to the g un-repair shop, without 
a lick of persona lity to be found. 
Maybe over the tough yea rs it ' s 
a ll bee n subjuga ted to the 
Cause, or perhaps UNITA has 
reall y taken to some sort of Zen 
Maoism . Or, it cou ld be I' m just 
being too hard-nosed about the 
whole thing. Yet I st ill couldn't 
help but wonder if, after the 
turistas leave, everyone doesn' t 
just shut off the ligh ts and go 
home until the next batch 
arrives. 

-have said it better. 

I was disabused of tha t notion 
by a chap who 's worked closely 
with UNITA over the years , and 
who 's spent enough time in 

Jamba to lust afte r the 
tourist concession after 
th e war (UNITA is 
ac tu a ll y plann in g on 
turning Jamb a into a 
monum ent of sorts , and 
hopes to attract tourists 
who have become bored 
with places like Cancun 
or Monte Carl o). 

Since we had a fair 
handle on the military 
situation anyway, I 
didn ' t ask him to run 
through it again , 
although I did give him 
a "well done, good job, 
colonel" in front of all 
his bosses. Since he 
knew what he meant as 
presumably did every
one else in the room but 
us, <ind given the fact 
they were the guys 
fight ing th is war, that 
was all that mattered. 
Unless he just winged it 
as he went along, I was 
suitably impressed that 
they had such a good 
grasp of the tactical and 
strategic military 
situation in Angola, fog 

Not really appropriate to this article, but a good photo of a Kenyan leopard which 
might otherwise never see print. Photo: Robert MacKenzie 

"What yo u see is what 
you ge t, '' my entrep
reneuri al- minded com
panion told me during 
dinner. "UNITA ·s about 
a pure an organization as 
I've ever seen in Africa, 
or elsewhere . I just hope 
that once they get in to 
Luanda they can keep it 
up in the face of money 
and Mercedes ." 

But another journalist 

of battle being what it is at the best of 
times. No doubt some of Uncle Sam 's and 
Oom de Kle rk's electronic wizardry 
helped out a bit. 

Four-Star Farmer 

We ended the day w ith tea, coffee, 
cookies , c ake , a nd th e last of m y 
cigarettes. I chatted w ith Divisional 
General Eugenio Antonio Ngolo, nom de 
guerred "Manuvakola," who had spent 
part of the afternoon with us . The general 
had been with UNITA s in ce 1974, and had 
been part of the 1976 " Great March" with 
Savimbi as they trekked all over Angol a 
look ing for a suitab le pl ace from which to 
start the war. 

He'd ri sen quickly and ably in the 
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probabl y sounded just fine to him . I ' d 
asked a lot o f people that day what their 
plans were, and heard a lo t abou t 
rebuilding the co untry , healing old 
wounds, revi talizing the economy - a 
typical Democrat ' s answer to George 
Bush . But Gen. Manuvakola sounded like 
he meant it , although I' ve got a feeling th at 
Savimbi isn ' t go ing to let thi s fe llow spend 
his days pl anting mealies or hoei ng 
weeds. 

When the MacKenz ies and I go t back to 
where we' d s tarted fro m (I 've had to be 
vague about trave l arrangem ents for thi s 
trip because the people who organi zed it 
asked me to), l wandered off to have a beer 
and wri te up some id eas for this pi ece. My 
pages stayed blank fo r a couple of beers, 

who's also earned 
frequent-stayer points at Jamba said I 
might be closer to the truth than I knew. 
"A lot of it is show -an d
tell , and if you don ' t tell the right thing 
when you write it up they boot your ass 
ou t. " 

I look forward lo the day when UNITA 
hold s it first independence parade dow n 
th e s tree ts of Luanda. A lo t of their blood, 
sweat and tears has wetted Ango lan soil , 
and they deserve th eir tim e in the su n. 
Captain de Castro made a point of in viting 
us back to see it , and even sa id he hoped 
we'd be on the first night in. I'll be 
in terested to see i f they' re drivi ng 
Mercedes - or riding bicycles . 

But having spent 15 years in and out of 
Africa, l wo n ' t take odds eith er way.~ 
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C Cl(I Four Croatian 
• police standing 

nex t to the makeshift barricade of tires, 
wi re dru ms and spare lumber didn ' t go to 
the ground. Instead, they cast a watchful 
eye toward the Serbian barricades some 
700 meters up the narrow road from our 
position. 

"They've started again ," the sergeant 
observed, stepping back in to the shadow of 
the nearby trees. 

I kept listening for the usual " thump " 
that accompan ies the "crack '' of incoming 
rifle fi re, bu t heard nothing. Crack -
another roun d whipped down the narrow, 
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paved road. Across the open field to our 
left was a row of apartment buildings. 

Jn one apartment, on the fourth floor 
facing us, I could pick out a uniformed 
figure sitting in the window. He looked at 
me as I used my binoculars to return the 
favor. We waved to one another, as I could 
see no sign of any weapon. ''He's ours, not 
to worry," one of the police said as he 
adjusted the sling to shift the weight of 
his AK. 

Osijek, Yugoslavia, a Croatian town of 
some 100,000 people, is about a 3 1/2-hour 
drive from Zagreb. It, like several others, 
is now the scene of sporadic - and at 

times v1c10us fighting between 
Croatian and Serbian groups. The Yugo
slav army (YA) is actively aiding the Serbs 
with weapons, training and movement of 
armored units in instances where the 
Croatians seem to be getting the better of 
the combat situation. 

About 10 kilometers southeast from 
Osijek is the tiny village of Tejna. Al
though barely large enough to be marked 
on a map, Tejna has been the scene of 
some of the most bitter fighting in Yugo
slavia since the republics of Slovenia and 
Croatia declared their independence from 
the government of Yugoslavia. 
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IN CROATIA 

Two of the small republics Slo . 
a d c · , venia 
thn roa.na, ~ave held free elections for 

eb first time ID their history in an attempt 
t~ reak away from the hard-line commu
~st government in Belgrade, the capital of 

e co.untry. Unfortunately for both tin 
rep~bhcs, the central government ha~ 
decided ~o use the power of the YA to 
crush theIT attempts at democratic reform 

ln order to understand the war it '~ 
?ecessary to understand the ethnic g;oups 
;:;ethe coun.try. Within Yugoslavia there 

Croatians, Slovenians S b 
Macedonians, Albanians, Mo~teneerri~, 
and others, each with its own lang:age~ 
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11Mad Mike''I 
I on Yugoslavian Front Lines I 

[ by Mike Williams ] 

Yugoslav armored column advances on 
rebellious Croatians. Photo· J La . 
Sygma · · ngevin; 

customs and agendas. 

In addition to that complex situation 
there are feuds which date back 500 , 
a d · years 
n , in some cases, are based on something 

Masked Croatian militiaman near Zagreb 
armed With CIS S.56x45 Ultimax 100 SAW 
Mark Ill. Photo: 8. Bisson!Sygma , 

like "Y ' our great-great grandfather, who 

C
was ~ Serb, killed mine, who was 

roatrnn s l' · a 
1 ' 0 1:1 g~rng to even the score." 
n recent fighting involving Serbian 
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paramilitary groups against Croatians, the 
YA, whose officer corps, including the 
commanding general, are 90% Serbian, 
has actively assisted the Serbs whenever it 
appeared that the Croatians were winning. 
In a further ef fort to ensure Serbian 
victories, the YA is conducting basic 
infantry courses for Serbian volunteers, 
and supplying them with weapons, ammu
nition, explosives and commo equipment. 

It is common for YA armor to roll up on 
a ridgeline overlooking a Croatian village 
and methodically proceed to pound the 
hell out of houses with the main tubes of 
T-62s and T-72s. The Croatians have 
absolutely no antiarmor defense capabili
ties, save Molotov cocktails, and are at the 
mercy of the tanks, MiG-23s and Mi-8 
choppers. And the situation is similar to 

Serbian militiaman holds aloft his Zastava 
7.92mm M76 sniping rifle at Glina. 
Photo: B. Bisson/Sygma 
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Serbian paramilitary militia train in Glina 
region of Croatia: man on left holds folding
stock AKM; man on right carries 7.62 PPSh 
submachine gun. Photo: B. Bisson/Sygma 

that in Northern Ireland: neighbor fighting 
neighbor. 

This was not unlike the scene that 
confronted us while we were standing at 
the barricades, looking down the street 
toward the Serb positions. A sergeant 
motioned for me to follow him to the small 
house that served as a command post. We 
got into our rental car and drove slowly 
down the road. "Don ' t speed up, " he 
cautioned, "that'll, cause them to 
open up." 

The driver eased back on the accelerator 
with a deep sigh. Looking down the 
deserted street and knowing that there was 
a sniper with a sound-suppressed weapon 
watching our movements made the pucker 
factor jump to the top of the scale. 

About 300 meters ahead of us, on the 
right side of the road, was a Mercedes 
truck. It had been hit with rocket-propelled 
grenades that blew off both wheels on one 
side. We slowed and eased past it; I had a 
pretty good idea of what would happen to 
our Japanese rental transport if the Serbs 
decided to crank off a couple of rounds 
at us. 

We pulled up behind a house and parked 
near one of the blue and white police 
vehicles. "This way," the sergeant said as 
he craw led out of the car and started up the 
concrete steps to the first-floor landing. 
We followed him into the darkened living 
room, then up another flight of steps to 
meet the commander. The accommoda
tions were Spartan: a table, a worn couch 
and several chairs were surrounded by 
gear; spare magazines for the AKs, radios 
and camo unifom1s were piled in various 
corners. 

My interpreter, Dado Desenivich, an 
American of Croatian descent, led me over 
to the table where a lean, hard-faced 

WITH FRIENDS 
LIKE THAT ... 

S omeone once said, "To be an 
enemy of the United States is 
dangerous . . . to be a friend is 

fatal. " The tiny nation of Slovenia now 
stands an excellent chance of finding 
out just how true that statement is. 

Here in Ljubljana, the capital of 
Yugoslavia, people are braced for a 
repeat of what happened at 0245 
hours on 27 June 1991. Without warn
ing, parts of a Yugoslav armored 
brigade composed of elements of the 
1st and 2nd battalions of that unit 
rumbled out of Vrhnika for Ljubljana. 
The column included 40 tanks and 20 
personnel carriers of Soviet and Yugo
slav manufacture. 

At the town of Brezovica, Slovenian 
Territorial Defense troops tried to stop 
the column using nonviolent means. 
The Yugoslav army tanks simply pow
ered . through the barricades, flatten
ing them. 

Although a cease-fire was signed 
between the Yugoslav government 
and the Slovenians on 28 June 1991, 
it has not been effective and fighting 
has continued. MiG-23s and MiG-29s 
were used in close support with the 
advancing Yugoslav armored col
umns, hurling missiles and cannon fire 
at civilian homes, buildings, personnel 
and vehicles. A total of 500 Yugoslav 
tanks, including T-55s, T-62s and T-
72s, are now in Slovenia, some of 
them a 10-minute taxi drive from the 
capital. 

What has happened to cause vi
cious attacks against the people of a 
nation smaller than the state of Rhode 
Island with a population of only 
1,900,000? 

From 1945 until 1953, the Sloveni
ans were fairly happy under a Yugo
slav communist government that, at 
times, varied its doctrinaire Marxism 
with periods of liberalization that per
mitted more personal freedom than 
was felt within the Soviet Union and 
other Marxist states. 

After 1953, the army began a slow, 
but steady, move to allow a majority 
take-over by Serbs within its ranks. 
Although prior to that time there was a 
studied effort to make the Yugoslav 
army representative of the ethnic ma
keup of the country (including Sloveni
ans, Croatians, Macedonians, Albani
ans, Serbs and Montenegrins), it was 
felt that the Serbs would be the most 
reliable from a strictly party standpoint, 
as they were the descendants of the 
Chetniks, hard-line Marxists whose 
fanatic adherence to communist ideol
ogy was a matter of record. 

Many people in Croatia and Slov
enia call the Yugoslav army a foreign 
power, and point -out that as many as 
70% of its officers are Serbs (while 
only 40% of Yugoslavia's population 
are Serbs). 

When the Slovenians held a na-

Continued on page 73 
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Running a red light in Ljubljana can be 
dangerous. Slovenian Special Forces troop 
stops suspect car during Yugoslav army 
attack on Slovenia. Photo: Joco Znidarsik 

Croatian of about 26 was sitting, smoking 
a cigarette and drinking a small cup of 
black, Turkish coffee. I don't know what 
the Turks have against the Yugoslavs, but 
whatever it was, they evened the score 
with their coffee - I could float a spoon in 
the stuff back in Ljubljana. 

Introductions were made and the com
mander waved me to a seat across from 
him. In any army, in any part of the world, 
there is a command presence apparent in 
some officers - pick any Special Forces 

team leader with combat experience, any 
seasoned rifle company commander, and 
the look is there. This commander had it 
aplenty. 

"He welcomes you to his unit," said 
Desenivich. 

"Thank him for letting us come," I 
answered. "Tell him we won't take up a 
lot of his time or get in the way of his 
operations. '' 

After this translation, I explained about 
SOF and the reason we were here. The 
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commander's eyes lit up and he asked if I 
could arrange to get him a copy of the 
magazine. 

"We ' II get him some," I promised, 
after which I asked if he could brief us on 
the tactical situation. 

Just as he was about to begin, the radio 
in the corner of the room began to crackle 
with incoming traffic. You didn't have to 
be fluent in the language to recognize the 
sound of concern in the operator' s voice. 
In the background was the sound of AK 
fire and outside there 
more incoming rounds 
capping off. 

SOF:Mr. 
Majcen, the fighting 

in Yugoslavia is confusing 
to the vast majority of those of us 

in the West who are used to wars that 
are fairly straight-forward - the good 
guys versus the bad guys. What's going 
on in your country? 

Majcen: First of all, it is between a new 
republic and an old army and not between 
one part of the country and a certain 
element. It is not a civil war; a civil war is 
when one nation is divided within itself 
and one part fights another part. This is 
not the case in Yugoslavia. It is not an 
ethnic war; Slovenia isn't fighting another 
nation. 

The problem is that the people of 
Slovenia on 8 April 1990 held their first 
free election and from that we got our first 
free government. But the central govern
mental structure didn't change. The main 
force in the central government originally 
was the Communist Party, the secret 
police and the army. 

SOF: The same as the Soviet Union. 
Majcen: Exactly the same as the So-
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Village of Tejna is now split in two with 
neighbor fighting neighbor. Here, Croatian 
fighter dashes across street, also known as 
no-man's-land. Photo: Franco Origlia/Sygma 

" They're shooting. One of the Serbs 
attacked the police and they shot him," 
Desenivich interpreted. 

A small group 
of police ran to 
the lower floor 
and outside, 
looking up the 
road toward 
the Serb bar
ricade. I got 
up from the 
table and 

government was set 
because the Slovenian peo-

ple allowed it at the 14th Congress 
of the Communist Party. The secret police 
weren't strong enough to overthrow the 
newly elected free government, so that 
left the power base of the Communist 
Party- the army. The army was an army 
of the communist system. 

SOF: Was the army a volunteer army? 
Majcen: Yes, but this army was really 

defending the communist system. Its at
tack on the Republic of Slovenia was not 
for the reason of its independence, nor for 
the reason of ethnic problems, but be
cause the republic had a freely elected 
government and this is dangerous for the 
communist system. Those are the facts. 

You now have additional problems in 
Yugoslavia - these are ethnic problems 
between Croatians and Serbs, Albanians 
and Serbs, and between Macedonians 
and Serbs, and Macedonians and Albani
ans. But you don't have any ethnic 
problems between Slovenians and any 
other nation. Therefore it is quite difficult 
to understand where the problem lies. 

SOF: Is the real problem with the 
communist government? 

Majcen: Yes, the Communists in 
Belgrade will not give up their authority in 
the central system of the government in all 
of Yugoslavia. When the Slovenians real-

could now hear increased fi ring, this time 
from several different weapons that 
weren' t using silencers. 

The comm anding o f ficer w alked 
quickly to the radio and began transmit
ting. " He's asking for the ambulance," 
Deseniv ich explained. W ithin a few min
utes, a small van bearing red cross insignia 
raced past up the street heading for the 
sound of the firing. 

" What 's the status with the Serbs? Will 
they open up on the ambulance?" I asked, 
looking toward the unit commander. After 
the translation, the young officer laughed 
and shook his head. "Not as long as the 
Serbs know it's going to help one of their 
people.' ' 

The squeal of tires downstairs an
nounced the return of the meat wagon and 
a small crowd gathered around the vehicle 
as it pulled into the driveway. Two 
attendants dressed in white jackets and 
pants jumped out and opened the rear door, 
exposing the handles of a stretcher. With
out hesitating, they each grabbed the 
handle and pulled. The wounded Serb was 
conscious and began yelling that he didn't 
know what was wrong. 

When they put him down on the ground 
next to the ambulance, I could see that 
he'd been hit three times: once above the 
left knee on the inside of the leg, a fairly 
deep flesh wound on the right side of his 
chest, and what appeared to be a ricochet 
on the inside of his right leg j ust above the 
ankle. There didn ' t appear to be a great 
deal of bleeding, and the medics did a 
quick and thorough j ob of putting com
presses on the wounds. One of the police 

ized this - that they couldn't come up 
with a new agreement with the central 
government - they said, "We would like 
to be a small, independent, free country 
because you can't mix democracy with 
communism. It simply does not work." 

SOF: Is there a close relationship 
between the secret police and the army or 
are there bad feelings between the two as 
between the KGB and the Red Army in the 
USSR? 

Majcen: It seems to me that there is 
good cooperation between the secret 
police and the army in Yugoslavia, even 
though the army has its own intelligence 
service. I never worked in either of those 
situations because I was never a member 
of the Communist Party. 

SOF: Could you give us a personal 
evaluation of the key players in the 
Yugoslav government now? The gen
erals, the secretary of defense, the prime 
minister, the president? 

Majcen: In my opinion, the most impor
tant persons are those in high positions in 
the army. The president of the country 
does not play a very important role in the 
country any longer. 

SOF: He's a figurehead? 
Majcen: I would say so, and the same 

applies to the president of the assembly. 
SOF: Then who is controlling both of 

them? 
Majcen: The army. 

NOVEMBER 91 



Author Mike Williams and M70AB2 
Kalashnikov on village roadside in Yugoslavia. 
Photo: Mike Williams 

who had fought with the Serb was 
scratched, punched in the face, and his 
shirt front was bloody. 

I asked the commander why his men 
didn ' t kill the Serb instead of simply 
putting him down with a leg shot. He 
smiled and shook his head. "He says they 
are Croatians, not Serbian terrorists, and 
they don ' t w ant to kill anyone unless they 
have to," Desenivich interpreted. 

When the ambulance left with the Serb, 
I talked with the commander and discov-

SOF: The generals? 
Majcen : For sure. 
SOF: Is the Soviet Union taking a great 

interest in what's going on in Yugoslavia? 
Majcen: They're taking a very keen 

interest in what's going on in a small 
republic like Yugoslavia to ensure that 
what happens there doesn't happen in the 
USSR's own small republics. 

SOF: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania all over 
again? 

Majcen: Not only those three, but all 
over the Soviet Union. This is the real 
reason we don't get international rec
ognition. 

SOF: Has Mikhael Sergeyevitch [Gor
bachev] visited Yugoslavia before? 

Majcen: Yes, seems like three years 
ago he was in Yugoslavia, if I remember 
correctly. He has a deep interest in what 
happens here. 

SOF: While fighting is going on, are 
there Soviet advisers with the Yugoslav 
army units? 

Majcen: I don't think so, but I could be 
wrong. The Yugoslav army is a strong 
one; it was supported by the Western 
European nations and the USA because 
NATO felt this support would keep the 
Soviet Union from exerting any control 
over the Yugoslav military complex. 

SOF: Does this date from the days of 
Tito? 

Majcen: It really dates from 1948, 
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WHO SITS ON THE FENCE, LOSES 

As worldwide diplomatic machinery 
grinds over the problems in 
Yugoslavia, one fact is clear -

Slovenia and Croatia are independent 
states with their own governments and 
their own economies. Delays by the West 
in recognizing this fact on ly encourages 
the Yugoslav military to plot a bloody 
campaign to destroy the newly found 
freedom in Slovenia and Croatia. 

The only force capable of attempting 
to reunite the republics back into Yugo
slavia - the USSR - has a track record 
of mindless brutality matched only by its 
incompetence. 

This is not a situation in which the 
West can sit idly by, making half-hearted 
promises. Every day that recognition of 
the Slovenian and Croatian governments 
is delayed encourages the Yugoslav 
military. Every reference by the media to 
"rebel republics" disguises the fact that 
these are independent countries, not part 
of the old Yugoslavia. 

Croatian presidential adviser Mario 

ered that a good part of the problem was 
the fact that the Serbs who were fighting in 
this area had been neighbors for years and 
everyone knew everyone else. He shook 
his head and commented that it was 
senseless when both Croatians and many 
Serbs wanted to live in peace. " It's the YA 
commander in Belgrade who wants to 
crush the Croatians and Slovenians," 
he said. 

"A good part of the problem that exists 
here is a direct result of the actions by the 

when Tito broke with Stalin; but at the 
same time, the two of them never stopped 
communicating. Today there is an ex
treme right-wing organization in Yugosla
via that was started by the Chetniks but 
influenced by Mussolini and the Nazis. It is 
very strong in Serbia . 

SOF: In your opinion , do you believe 
the Yugoslav army will say , "We will crush 
the Slovenians and Croatians and then 
we will talk," as the Soviet Union has done 
to resistance movements all over the 
worid? 

Majcen: There won't be much talk 
anymore. In Slovenia , our army is very 
small and we are only 1 .9 million people: 
Ljubljana only has about 350,000 inhabi
tants , and Maripor about 100,000. If they 
bomb these two cities, it is enough to 
destroy the country. 

SOF: Is there cooperation between 
Slovenia and Croatia in their fight for 
freedom from the communists? 

Majcen: There is a high degree of 
cooperation between the two republics. 
But Croatia has another problem: there 
are about 600,000 Serbs in Croatia and 
with this group, the Croatians are going to 
have a serious problem. I really don't 
know what they're going to do about this. 

SOF: What impact have the Serbs 
made on the Croatians' fight for inde
pendence? 

Majcen: The Serbs have organized 

Norbilo told me that the Yugoslav govern
ment must get a clear message from the 
West that further military action will not 
be acceptable. In Slovenia, officials 
passed on the same feelings. 

There is a belief that the mainly 
conscript Yugoslav military will collapse 
in the face of local publ ic opinion and the 
threat of outside intervention. The signs 
are already there, with desertions and 
reports of troops being shot by officers to 
prevent mutinies surfacing from time 
to time. 

The West must get involved - if 
necessary. by offering defensive military 
aid such as antiaircraft weapons which 
will be needed to defend the republics 
from further attack. If we sit back making 
vague promises and trying to hide the 
real issues. the people I met with will 
again be subject to the threat of death 
and suffering at the hands of the Yugo
slav military machine. 

- John Evans 

YA. The commanding general in Belgrade 
doesn ' t want peace, he just wants to crush 
Croatia. It's so senseless. The YA is 
continually providing training for Serbian 
volunteers and we hear now that they've 
even hired mercenaries to conduct ad
vanced courses in terrorism ... One of the 
mercenaries is supposed to be from the 
IRA in Northern Ireland. " 

The most serious aspect of the firefights 

Continued on page 74 

and are actively fighting the Croatian 
government. While the Croatians want to 
be free from the central government in 
Belgrade, the Serbs do not want to 
separate from the communists . 

What is also interesting is that during 
the last three days, there was an unorgan
ized fight against the Yugoslav army by 
the population of Croatia. They fought the 
movement of tanks against Slovenian 
borders with stones and Molotov cock
tails . But don't forget there were already 
500 tanks in Slovenia with more coming . 
And Slovenia is smaller than the State of 
Rhode Island. 

SOF: Very brave people to take on 
T-72s with Molotov cocktails. 

Majcen: Brave indeed . But I want to tell 
you the compl iment we got from an 
Austrian army colonel because he ex
pected a flood of people running away 
from Slovenia, coming to Austria asking 
for political asylum. So far , not one single 
Slovenian has crossed over into Austria . 
Not one. Also. there are Slovenians com
ing from as -far away as Argentina to fight. 

SOF: What do you think is going to 
happen in Slovenia and Croatia? 

Majcen: The decision to attack both 
republics lies in the hands of the Yugoslav 
army commander - all he has to do is 
issue the order. We can' t stop him, but we 
will fight to preserve our freedom . 

- M.W 
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Gerard Calla has been involved in 
POW/MIA operations/investigations both 
as a military man and as a civilian. In 
1965, he led the first POW/MIA rescue 
operation to recover Capt. William Eisen
braun (one of Robert K. Brown 's class
mates at the Infantry Officer's Advanced 
Course, Ft. Benning, Georgia). The rescue 
was unsuccessful, and Eisenbraun was 
later reported to have been executed. Calla 
has also been involved in more than 200 
POW combat recovery operations from 
1965 to 1973, as well as hundreds of 
POW/MIA investigations. These opera
tions led to the successful recovery of 30 
sets of American skeletal remains. Since 
1973, Calla has conducted investigations 
of the POW/MIA issue under the auspices 
of a private foundation. He is a highly 
decorated Vietnam War vet, and speaks 
fluent Lao and Vietnamese. - RKB 

DJ 
NCE again the specter of 
American servicemen 
still held captive in 
Southeast Asia has resur
faced. Like a virus in the 

body politic of America, this issue never 
goes away, but lies dormant until new 
findings and accusations trigger its erup
tion, bringing the trauma and tragedy of 
the Vietnam War again bubbling to the 
surface. 

Recently, several individuals and organ
izations have forced open the POW /MIA 
issue with "live-sighting" reports and as 
yet unseen photographs. The vigor with 
which they speak and the gut-wrenching 
implications of their evidence has sent 
shock waves throughout the country. 

The plight of American servicemen still 
unaccounted for in Southeast Asia is being 
exploited by many diverse interests, each 
with its own agenda; but as a whole, they 
lack direction and leadership. Their agen
das include political power, monetary 
gain, job security, publicity, or simply a 
cause to embrace. 
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POW /MIA Scams Cloud t 

Unfortunately, all are being guided by 
emotionalism with complete disregard for 
the facts. 

(fhe objective here is not to reject the 
possibility that U.S. servicemen are still 
being held against their will in South
east Asia - indeed they may. But it is 
imperative that conclusions be drawn 
from facts, not wishful thinking. Lack of 
knowledge does not grant any individ
ual or group license to create fantasy.) 

Since the first American was captured in 
Southeast Asia, POW/MIA scams have 
surfaced by the thousands. In 1966, it 
appeared that a large group of Vietnamese 
were attempting to exploit the POW issue 
for monetary gain. After careful study, it 
was determined that money was not the 
main focus of the scam artists, but rather to 
tie up American military assets. 

Realizing that prisoner recovery was the 
highest priority of the U.S. military, the 
National Liberation Front Intelligence 
(NLFI) and the intelligence arm of the 
People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) estab
lished a large network of well-trained 
agents to involve U.S. forces in POW 
recovery efforts. 

Good Cop - Bad Cop 

The typical scam always had the same 
cast of motley characters, but with 
different faces. The plot went something 
like this: Someone would contact U.S. 
Military Intelligence (MI) claiming to 
have a relative in charge of American 
prisoners. The relative would offer to 
defect with the prisoners for X number of 
dollars and a safe haven. 

A dog tag or name from a uniform 
normally was thrown in to establish 
credibility. Names of POW/MIAs were 
obtained from casualty lists by 
Vietnamese employees working in every 
U.S Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(USARV) and Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam (MACV) port in 
Vietnam. Names also were obtained from 

bar girls and prostitutes, who often knew 
about casualties before Americans (which 
made for some interesting spelling on dog 
tags and name tapes - "Fallon" turned 
into "Phaylawn," for example). 

The cast often would consist of an 
interpreter, a " bad guy" who disagreed 
with everything and wanted more money, 
and a mediator who would control the 
"bad guy" and drag the scam out for as 
long as possible. This is a variation of the 
classic "Mut and Jeff" routine, or the 
"good cop - bad cop" scenario, designed 
to make U.S. intelligence officers believe 
that the mediator was on their side, when 
in fact the whole thing was a charade. 

pon receiving reports, 
U.S. intelligence would 
alert combat units and 
draw up plans for a rescue 
mission. Battalions (and 

occasionally divisions) would be 
committed to fruitless POW/ MIA 
operations only to find "prisoners" had 
been moved just prior to the arrival of 
American troops. 

This scenario must sound familiar to the 
hundreds of MI types who went through 
this drill in Vietnam, as I did. It is 
essen tially the same scam recen tly 
employed in the Robertson/Lundy/Stevens 
photograph. 

An Obvious Hoax 

The individuals who released photos of 
Robertson/Lundy/Stevens stated that they 
obtained several photos from Soviet 
magazines at the Soviet Institute in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. The perpetrators also 
revealed that their motive was money. 

The photos were retouched, as with the 
Robertson/Lundy/Stevens photo (which 
originally showed four Soviets holding 
what appeared to be two captured trophy 
weapons). The sign with the words " Photo 
LO 25-5-1990, NNTK, KBC 19" was 
added to cover the top of one man, and a 
black box was sloppily airbrushed on the 
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by Gerard Calla 

he Issue of Americans Missing in Asia 

lower portion of the picture. 
It should be noted that while initial 

scams were conducted by Viet Cong (VC) 
and North Vietnamese Army (NVA) 
intelligence operatives with military 
objectives, the primary motivation of 
POW/MIA scams for the past eight years 
has simply been money. 

he Robertson/Lundy/ 
Stevens photo was a 
hoax, as first reported by 
Chuck Fremont in SOF 
("Anatomy of a Scam, " 

October '91). Yet the purported experts at 
the Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
State Department failed to recognize this 
and release the facts immediately. After an 
emotional identification by the families of 
Robertson/Lundy/Stevens, the national 
news media was inundated with POW/ 
MIA speculation and new photographs. 

Cambodian Con Men 

These pictures are, in fact, scams being 
run by the same group of low-level 
officials working in the Cambodian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs . The 
Cambodian chiefly responsible for this 
latest fraud is Som Boun Thoar. Hi s 
partner in crime is a fellow by the name of 
Sha Thing. (These men were located in 
mid-August by U.S . personnel in 
Cambodia investigating POW/ MIA 

·photos.) 
These con men were not representing 

the Cambodian government, and in the 
process of running their scam, drew much 
unfavorable attention from their senior 
comrades. This was not a wise thing to do, 
considering how much the Cambodian 
government wants to establish rel ations 

"Missing American" on left, allegedly with 
son and father-in-law in Laos, is actually a 
volunteer worker. There are nearly 250 
Mennonites, many escorted by armed 
guards, working on various humanitarian 
projects in Laos. Photo: AP 
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with the United 
States. (It is not 
unreasonable to 
ass um e tha t 
these men may 
soo n beco m e 
MIAs th e m 
selves.) 

One o f the 
p ictu res th ey 
supplied is that 
of a Caucasian looking at the ground. This 
picture, taken from a Soviet magazine, 
actually depicts a Soviet baker at the South 
Pole looking at five loaves of bread. 

Another photo of purported POW/MIAs 
shows five Caucasians wearing hard hats 
in front of a building with a sign that has 
been identified to be the symbol of the 
Latvian Liberation Army. Hardly POW/ 
Ml As. 

A photo supposedly depicting Navy 
Lieute nant Daniel Borah Jr. with his 
Laotian guard has now been identified as a 
H' mong hill tribesman with a Laotian. The 
H' mong are a nomadic people, and their 
origins from the steppes of the Soviet 
Union to Mongolia have given them a 
diverse gene pool; they are classified as 
Caucasian, as opposed to Oriental or 
Mon-Khmer, w hich accounts fo r the 
diffe re nces b e twee n '' gu a rd a nd 
prisoner. " 

nother photo depicts a 
bearded Ca ucasian 
standing with what was 
identi fied as his Laotian 
child and father-in- law. 

The shot actually depicts a volunteer 
worker on the Plain of Jars in Laos. In 
Laos, there have been many live-sightings 
of bearded and long-haired Caucasians 
under armed escort moving across the 
Plain o f Jars. Sound like POWs? 

There may be another explanation: 
Approx im a te ly 250 M ennonites are 
performing humanitarian work projects 
throughout Laos. Mennonites occasionally 
move from one area to the other, often 
wearing semi-native garb. They are often 
young men with beards, and women with 
long hair. The armed guards are to protect 
them from " bandits" and angry villagers 
who were bombed during the war. 

One of the most confusing agendas is 
the American rush to normalize relations 
with Vietnam, establish relations w ith 
Cambodia, and upgrade relations with 
Laos. These efforts appear to be in the 
interests of the U.S. government and 
American businesses. 

T he commun ist regimes of Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia desperately want aid 
from the United States now that the Soviet 
Union and the People 's Republic of China 
have faded from the picture. The U .S . 
government is receiving a tremendous 
amount of pressure from the private sector 
to normalize relations with these countries 
because . of cheap labor and abundant 
natural resources there. 

On the reverse side, the governments of 
Vietnam, Cambodi a a nd Laos want 
American aid to prop up their bankrupt 
economies and maintain their hold on 
power. But normalizing relations w ith 
these regimes would not help the peasant 
r ice farm er any more than o ur 
" normal ized relations" with Bulgaria 
he lped the Bulgarian people over the past 
years. Normalized relations with these 
states would only provide recognition and 
give credibili ty to illegal and oppressive 
regimes. 

"Road Map " is the name of a plan 
devised by the U.S. State Department to 
facil itate the normalizat ion of relations 
with Viet na m , providing certain 
conditions are met. One of the conditions 
is for the Vietnamese to completely 
withdraw from Cambodia; another is for a 
genuine move toward the resolution of the 
POW/MIA question. 

Supporting Road Map is the In ter
Agency Group (TAG). The IAG consists of 
a re present a ti ve fro m the State 
Department, Kenneth Quinn, who is 
Assistant Secretary of S tate for Southeast 
Asia; a representative from the DoD, Carl 
Ford Jr.; a representative from the 
National Security Counci l (NSC), Peter 
Watson; and Ann Mills-Griffith, the 
represe nta tiv e from the League of 
Families (the league is composed of 
relatives of POW/MIAs in Southeast Asia 
- its goals are to ensure the POW/MIA 
issue is satisfactorily resolved). 

To facilitate Road Map, a U.S . POW/ 

MIA resolution office has been established 
in Hanoi. The office has four American 
and an increasing number of Vietnamese 
employees. The mission of the office is to 
research Vietnamese war archives, extract 
pertinent data, and immediately act upon 
information. 

Throwing Uncle Sam A Bone 

he paramete rs of 
operation in searching for 
POW/MIAs is supposed 
to include ''unrestricted 
access to anyone and 

anyplace in Vietnam." If the archives 
revealed that the NVA 303 Regiment's 
files showed a UH-ID helicopter shot 
down in Quang Ngai Province just west of 
Due Pho in l 968, the American team 
(without knowledge of the Vietnamese) 
would board a Black Hawk helicopter at 
Gia Long airport and fly immediately to 
that area. 

Once in the area, members of the team 
would interview u n tainted and 
unsupervised sources, and be led to the 
crash site. In their dreams. What has not 
been said is that the prim ary research of 
the archives is being carried out by 
Vietnamese-trained archivists, who also 
happen to be pa rt of Vietnamese 
intelligence, and can feed the U.S. staff 
any information or misinformation they 
wish, as directed by the Vietnamese 
government. Fu rthermore, air traffic 
control and "safety regulations" preclude 
helicopters from flying over much of 
Vietnam. 

In conjunction with the Hanoi office, the 
United States also is training several 
Vietnamese at the Central Identification 
Laboratory - Hawaii (CIL-HI), ("Digging 
Up the MIA Scandal," July '86 and "MIA 
Lab Scandal Continues," December '86). 
The lab's commander, who has been in 
this position for seven years, has produced 
very little, yet the U.S. Army has left him 
in this cushy Hawaiian paradise. This 
raises the q uestion of why the 
unproductive Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center (JCRC) commander, also based in 
Hawaii, has been in his position for 12 
years. 

Through testimony before Congress of a 

It has been -well-documented that the 
Vietnamese have been "Warehousing 

skeletal remains of some 
unaccounted-for Americans. 
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high-ranking North Vietnamese defector 
(of Chinese descent) known only as "the 
Mortician,'' and others, Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) reports and 
forensic studies, it has been well
documented that the Vietnamese have 
been warehousing skeletal remains of 
some unaccounted-for American 
servicemen in Southeast Asia. Their 
remains have been returned to the U.S. on 
occasions when the Vietnamese 
government was seeking to curry favors . 

• 

any of the 12 sets of 
bones given to CIL-HI 
had coats of preservatives 
applied at regular 
intervals. Thus, by 

counting the coats of preservatives, it 
could be determined how long the remains 
had been warehoused. At the time, the 
Vietnamese did not know we had the 
technology to uncover their storage and 
parcelling out of human remains. 

Bones For Bucks 

The U.S. government has deliberately 
chosen to remain silent with this 
information so as not to embarrass the 
Vietnamese government. It is the intent of 
several people in the Bush administration 
to normalize relations with Vietnam and, 
consequently, they will balk at releasing 
any information that may impede such 
plans. 

CIL-HI is now instructing its 
Vietnamese trainees in the most modem 
forensic techniques. With this knowledge, 
the Vietnamese will be much better 
equipped to cover up their unsavory 
practices of mothballing the remains of 
American servicemen, and periodically 
trading bones for bucks. 

As reported previously in SOF, there are 
a number of stay-behinds in Vietnam, 
probably numbering between 10 and 25, 
22 of whom were described by the DoD as 
AWOL/deserters. Former soldier Larry 
Humphries, Clyde McKay (SOF, June 
'88), or McKinley Nolan, reported to be 
half of the famed "salt and pepper" team 
that actually led VC soldiers in combat 
against U.S. Marines in I Corps, are among 
them. Nolan (who is black) is now 
reported to be living in northeastern 
Cambodia. The "salt " (Caucasian) part of 
the team was killed by Marines in a 
firefight in 1968. 

Enter The Twilight Zones 

During the war, hundreds of military 
personnel went AWOL in Southeast Asia. 
Some returned after a couple of days of R 
& R; others were policed up by the 
authorities; some disappeared into various 
"twilight zones." The latter were areas in 
all of the large cities of South Vietnam that 
had a large American presence - pl aces 
such as Da Nang, Can Tho, Cam Ranh, 
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Nashville Circuit Court Judge Hamilton Gayden says man on right is Navy Lt. Daniel Borah 
Jr., who has been missing in action since 1972. Unfortunately, it isn't Borah, but rather a 
H'mong hill tribesman. Photo: AP 

Phu Bai and Saigon. 
These neighborhoods usually had many 

alleys and thousands of people living 
within a few square blocks. They were 
organized and had their own alarm and 
self-defense systems. MPs trying to enter 
these areas usuall y were repulsed with 
overwhelming firepower. Authorities were 
reluctant to return fire because of civilians 
in the area. And, it was thought that 
inhabitants of these twilight zones were 
passing sensitive information to the VC. 

nfiltra tion of several MI 
agents into these areas 
proved otherwise, how
ever. A tremendous 
amount of black market

ing and drug dealing were going on (an 
M16 could be purchased for as little as $2), 
but no indications of espionage were ever 
found. 

When it was finally determined that 
South Vietnam was about to fall, radio 

stations throughout the South began 
broadcasting messages to AWOL/ 
deserters in the twilight zones offering a 
way out. In English broadcasts, they were 
instructed to report to Tan Son Nhut 
airport, wfiere they could board aircraft 
that would fly them back to the States. 

Two days before Saigon fell, as many as 
268 AWOL/deserters were flown out and 
processed through the Oakland Army 
Terminal, given a general discharge, and 
released from the military . The remaining 
22 personnel that remained in Vietnam 
consisted of eight soldiers, two sailors, 11 
Marines, and one civilian. They are still 
carried as AWOL/deserters. 

SOF has access to 16 names of AWOU 
deserters, but for legal reasons, cannot 
publish them. (Indeed, with the U.S. 
government's less-than-accurate track 
record of identifying POW/MIA remains, 
the spelling of some names could be 
incorrect, which could lead to further legal 
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problems.) 
.All these men 

carried labels in 
Southeast Asia 
as AWOL/de
serters, and all 
are still un
accounted for, 
as best we 
know. Do they 
explain many of the live-sighting reports? 

SOF brought out the fact several months 
ago that as many as eight stay-behinds 
wanted to come home. It is my belief that 
some are from the group of AWOL/ 
deserters, and that the Vietnamese 
government will stage an exodus in such a 
manner so that the U.S. POW/MIA office 
in Hanoi will be given credit for 
"discovering" these men and bringing 
them out. 

"No Live Americans" 

This will provide the Vietnamese 
government with a milestone on the Road 
Map plan. The American office in Hanoi 

was initially set up for three months. If no 
headway were made, the office would be 
pulled out. If progress could be verified, 
the office would be made semi-permanent 
after one year and normalization of 
relations would be almost automatic after 
two years. 

The government of Vietnam has always 
said that there were "no live Americans 
being held against their will in Vietnam, 
and no live Americans in Vietnam in areas 
that the government controlled." This 
allows them an "out" if live Americans 
were to come out of the highlands or the 
U-Minh forest, or better still, out of 
Cambodia or Laos, which are "sovereign 
nations," where the Vietnamese 
government can disavow control. 

There were (and as far as we know, still 

"POW/MIA" on left turned out to be a Soviet 
baker on the South Pole. Photo on right, 
from a Soviet magazine, tells "the rest of the 
story." Several scams are being run by a 
group of low-level officials at the 
Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Photos: AP, taken from NBC television 

are) approximately 100 American citizens 
in jails throughout Vietnam. These people 
were swallowed up by Vietnam 's criminal 
justice system. They were people who 
were caught smuggling, returned to 
Southeast Asia to find a girlfriend left 
behind at the end of the war, or violated 
Vietnam's coastal waters (an offense 
punishable by five years in prison). 

rom time to time, these 
people have been sighted 
in jails or work farms 
throughout Vietnam, and 
immediately presumed to 

be American POWs - some have even 
passed notes to journalists saying they 
were POWs. 

Again, this type of contact has led to 
"live-sighting reports." Thus, we have 
Mennonites, judicial prisoners, stay
behinds, former French colonists and a 
large Soviet presence all attributing to 
reports of live POW/MIA sightings. 

It was soon discovered by Vietnamese 
"boat people" that the mention of 
American POW sightings granted special 
privileges to the source. Anyone claiming 
to have knowledge of missing American 
servicemen was immediately taken out of 
the camps and interviewed by the DIA, put 
up in good billeting, given good food, and 
often, if reports were thought to be true, 
flown to the United States for further 
debriefing . (This practice w as 
discontinued with the more effective 
briefing procedures of the Stony Beach 
Operation, discussed below.) 

Thus, a flood of reports in refugee 
camps in Thailand and elsewhere 
materialized. Codenames for indigenous 
Studies and Observations Group (SOG) 
personnel operating in North Vietnam 
during the war slipped into refugee 
communities. 

Consequently, locally recruited, 10-man 
SOG teams, which infiltrated into North 
Vietnam, later became 100-man teams in 
the refugee community. All claimed to 
have information on live American POWs. 
During the war, indigenous people (Tai 
Deu-black, Tai Dau-red, Tai Trang-white, 
Ngan, Nung, H'mong, etc.) were inserted 
deep into North Vietnam and other areas 

There are some 
200 crash sites in Laos 

to be investigated. 
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The IAG members visit Laos and are made 
promises; their operatives go into the field 

and receive nothing. 
controlled by the NVA on long-term 
reconnaissance missions. Only three of 
these people proved to be SOG team 
members captured in North Vietnam and 
released 20 years later. 

Pathet Lao Shakedown 

Laotians also have their own agenda, 
and the ruling Pathet Lao (PL) realize that 
without American support, they cannot 
remain in power. The PL, made up 
primarily of lowland Lao, comprise less 
than half of the population of Laos. Hill 
tribesmen, primarily the H'mong, make up 
the majority, although there are almost no 
H' mong in the PL government. 

The JAG, which appears to be enamored 
with the PL, has stated on-the-record that 
they are receiving 100% cooperation from 
the PL. Field operatives from JCRC and 
Project Stony Beach deny this, and state 
that they are lucky to receive 10% 
cooperation from the PL. 

tony Beach is a project 
that operates out of the 
U.S. Embassy in 
Bangkok; it sends 
intelligence operatives 

into refugee camps and interviews 
refugees throughout Southeast Asia. 
Interviews conducted by Stony Beach are 
focused on live-sighting reports by people 
who have recently departed from Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. 

Stony Beach is only authorized to 
interview people who are considered to be 
legitimate refugees, thus depriving them of 
a lucrative source of information on the 
resistance movements of Southeast Asia. 

One would assume that projects such as 
this had been underway since 1973. This 
has not been the case. The hard, cold truth 
of the matter is that the U.S. government 
has had no real interest in implementing 
the concept of Stony Beach and, 
consequently, many years went by before 
it was pushed into it. 

An example of the deliberate 
stonewalling by the PL is as follows: In 
1989, a joint project called for the 
investigation of 10 crash sites; only two 
crash-site investigations were conducted. 
In 1990, 11 sites were to be visited; only 
one was excavated. No remains were 
discovered. 

Officials of the PL have concocted 
myriad flimsy excuses for delaying and 
canceling investigations of crash sites - it 
is either too hot, too cold, raining too hard, 
not raining hard enough, they cannot 
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Col. Millard Peck being sworn in before the 
House Foreign Affairs subcommittee to 
answer questions on U.S. government 
ineptitude regarding POW/MIAs. Photo: 
courtesy Washington Times 

disturb local villagers observing fictitious 
religious holidays ... the list goes on. 

The straight truth is that the PL 
government has deliberately and 
consistently misled, lied to, conned, taken 
advantage of, and thrown the full spectrum 
of deception at every effort the U.S. 
government has made to investigate crash
sites in Laos. The JAG members visit Laos 
and are made promises; their operatives go 
into the field and receive nothing. 

Uncle Sam Foots The Bill 

The PL government blackmailed the 
U.S. government into building it. a new 
school. The rationale given by the PL for 
this blatant extortion was that such a 
gesture would help mollify the locals, who 
still had animosity toward the Americans 
as a result of the war. 

When a survey team went to the area it 
discovered two Mennonite schools already 
constructed; the Laotians insisted on a 
third school, larger and better. The U.S. 
government approved the funds, flew a 
U.S. Army Engineer team into the area, 
and constructed a ''bigger and better'' 
school. 

The cost to American taxpayers for this 

was in excess of $500,000 ($138,000 for 
the initial survey; $280,000 for 
construction of the school ; transportation 
and TDY for U.S. Army engineers was 
another $150,000). What was recovered at 
the crash site? Nada! Also, one of the 
survey teams and one of America's most 
experienced POW hunters were threatened 
with a permanent ban from Laos because 
they asked "too many questions of the 
locals" at the crash site. 

t another site, a team was 
only allowed in the area 
for two days because of 
some bogus religious 
holiday. The team was 

told it would have to wrap up its operation 
after thousands of dollars were spent 
because they would offend the local 
population by being in the area on a 
holiday (a holiday even the locals had 
never heard of). 

The U.S. government purchased five 
jeeps for its PL POW/MIA counterpart 
team. When asked by the U.S. government 
to use these vehicles for a crash site 
investigation, the Laotians said the 
vehicles had been given to high-ranking 
PL officials for personal transportation . 

The American charge of the third school 
was shaken down again when the PL 
informed them that the U.S. team must 
rent a PL helicopter at an outrageous cost 
to visit a crash site. 

In addition, they were asked by the PL 
to provide spare parts, then told that the 
helicopter must stay with the team at a 
higher rent because of "bandits" in the 
area. The real bandits in Laos are the PL 
goons in Vientiane, conning the JAG and 
holding up the U.S. government. 

NVA Took POWs In Laos 

Of the 528 U.S. personnel lost in Laos, 
85% (or 449 men) were downed in areas 
totally controlled by the NVA. One must 
remember that major portions of the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail (the main supply route of 
the NVA into Sopth Vietnam) went 
through eastern Laos. Even though the 
NVA were operating on Laotian soil , there 
is no question that they were in control, 
and were the ones who took charge of 
captured American airmen, despite recent 
statements made by the Vietnamese that 
all Americans downed in Laos came under 
PL control and therefore must be 
accounted for by the PL. 

Continued on page 76 
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SOF in the Mountains With the 
urdish Resistance 

Text & Photos by Peter Douglas 



P
ERCHED confidently in 
the cupola of the lead tank, 
the Iraqi tank commander 
displayed little concern for 
any guerrilla threat. Resis-

Kurdistan. 
With only 40 men it was crucial not to 

mess up the timing of the ambush. Further 
down the ridge, men armed with rocket
propelled grenade launchers (R PGs) 
waited for Masud's signal. As the lead 
tank entered the narrows of the Chory 
Pass, where the ridges pinch tight against 
the road, Masud triggered the ambush. 

tank 's interior. He slammed the cupola 
hatch down and sealed himself inside as 
the first RPG round hit the engine com 
partment. With flames leaping from the 
engine, the tank swerved and crashed into 
the earth bank to the lef t of the road . tance had been swept aside during the 

rapid Iraqi advance over the flat terrain of 
the plains. Pockets of Kurds had been 
pinpointed by helicopter gunships and 

As the flames spread, the crew desper
ately tried to scramble clear despite the 
small arms fire. Only the driver made it; he 

bounded down the 
ro ad, his clo thes 

pasted with artil
lery. 

After the recent 
Iraqi reverses at the 
hands of the Coali
tion offensive to lib
erate Kuwait, the 
tank commander 
fe lt good to be in 
the vanguard of the 
Iraqi offensive to 
crush the rebellious 
Kurds in northern 
Iraq. Such overcon
fidence was a mis
take, particularly as 
the armored column 
began to creep up 
into the foothills of 
the Zargos Moun
tains , traditional 
stronghold of the 
Kurdish Pesh 
Merga. 

The name Pesh 
Merga , meaning 
" those who face 
death, " couldn't 
have been more ap-
propriate for the 
small band of men 
who crouched be
hind boulders high 
above the road and 
wa tched the ar
more d column 
creep closer. They 
were men of the 
KDP (Kurdish 
Democratic Party) 
faction , and their 
leader, M a sud 
Barzani, was with 
them. He had little 
hope of stoppi ng 
the Iraqi advance, 
but was determined 
to give it a bloody 
nose and delay it 
enough to give the 
civilian population 
of the area time to 
escape. 

TURKEY 

IRAN 

After entering Kurdistan the author traveled east to the small towns of Mergah Sur, Di'ana, Sardawe 
and finally Shaqlawah searching for Pesh Merga leader, Masud Barzani. 

A diversity of religions originally competed within Kurdistan : tree and solar cults, 
Jews, Christians and Zoroastrians. As a result of the Islamic conquests of the 
7th Century AD, most Kurds are now Sunni Moslems, adhering to the Shafi'i 

school of Islamic law, one of the four schools of Sunni Islamic jurisprudence. Sunni 
Moslems do not display the religious fanaticism of Shi'ism as in Iran. 

Not all Kurds are Sunni Moslem. In northwest Anatolia (Turkey) a few Kurds are 
Alevis , followers of an unorthodox branch of Shi'ism. An even smaller number are Ahl 
al Haqq (People of the Truth), another extreme Shi'ite deviation. 

A minority of Kurds cling to religions other than Islam among which are counted the 
Suriani (Christians) and the Yazidis (universally considered by other Kurds to be devil 
worshippers) . 

Yazidism has absorbed elements from all the other regional religions, resulting in a 
synthetic religion which owes much to Paganism, Judaism (avoidance of certain 
foods), Christianity (wine drinking, baptism) and Islam (sacrifice, fasting and 
pilgrimage) but most to Zoroastrianism (the original pre-Islamic religion of the Kurds) . 
Along with the Christians they have endured, not surprisingly, great persecution by the 
Moslems of the region . They revere Shaitan (Satan) as the Fallen Angel and feel he 
must be neutralized by soothing gestures as, in time, he will be restored to the celestial 
hierarchy. In order not to antagonize Shaitan they are prohibited from mentioning his 
name or any word beginning with "Sh. " They therefore refer to him as the "Peacock 
Angel" or "Peacock King" as it is felt that "peacock" is the word least sounding like 
Shaitan. l:hey also avoid eating lettuce, or mentioning it, as a legend exists that when 
originally hiding from God, Shaitan hid in a lettuce patch. Their holiest shrine is in 
Sheikh Adi, in the hills near Mosul. 

Irrespective of religion there is, in addition, widespread bel ief in many parts of 
Kurdistan that Djinn (magical spirits) and evil spirits inhabit every cave, mountains 
have dwarves, and wells contain elves. Ruins and bridges are also thought to contain 
resident Djinn. Nazar Bonuk, charms made of blue glass in the shape of an eye, are 
used to ward off ttie evil eye. - P.O. 

ablaze. 
Behind the lead 

tank a BMP-1 ar
mored personnel car
rier slithered to a 
stop, after two hits on 
the right side which 
blew off several road 
wheels, leaving the 
track in place. The 
BMP-1 burst into 
flames and inciner
ated the crew. Next 
to i t, an MT-LB mul-
tipurpose tracked ve
hicle met a similar 
fate. Soldiers scram
bled from trucks and 
took to their heels, 
panic overriding mili
tary discipline. The 
road seemed to be a 
solid line of blazing 
armor, through 
which the Iraqi army 
ran pell-mell back 
the way they had 
come. 

Successful Ambush 

The unexpected 
resistance had caught 
the Iraqis unprepar
ed. As the ambush 
site was well-chosen, 
and the ambush well 
timed, Iraqi casual
ties were out of all 
proportion to the size 
of the small opposing 
force they faced. The 
results encouraged 
other Pesh Merga 
units, and they began 
to filter down from 
the mountains to j oin 
Masud. 

Th e Iraqi army 
continued the battle, 
but relied on their 
artillery (which had 
been so effective 
down in the plains) to 
dislodge the Pesh 
Merga. Positioned 

The news was all 
bad . The Iraqis 
were rolling up the 
Resistance on all 
fronts. Only after 
TV screens worldwide were flooded with 
images of the suffering of three million 
Kurds fleeing to the mountains did the 
outside world begin to understand the 
scale of the tragedy taking place in Iraqi 

A burst of small arms fire ricocheted off 
the heavy metal turret of the lead tank, 
injuring the tank commander perched in 
the cupola. The commander dropped into 
the turre t, seeking the illusory safety of the 

along the ridge lines, 
among boulders and crevices, the Pesh 
Merga proved to be almost impervious to 
the barrages directed at them. 
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With the arrival of a Coali tion inter
vention force in northwestern Kurdistan to 
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Victorious Pesh Merga overlook traffic and destroyed armor from their positions high above 
Chary Pass. 

establish a safe haven for the Kurds, 
Saddam's army ceased hostilities out of 
fear that the Coalition forces might side 
with the Pesh Merga. As a result, Chory 
Pass became a part of the front line 
dividing the Kurds from the Iraqi army. 

T he Kurdish tragedy is not a recent 
phenomenon; it is ongoing and 
has been acted out mostly unseen 

and unheard - and not only in Iraq. 
Kurdistan encompasses an area roughly 
the size of France and is inhabited by some 
25 million Kurds. They represent the 
largest nation on earth without a country 
- four times as numerous as th e 
Palestinians, whose terrorist activities 
have ensured that everyone has heard of 
them. 

My entry into Kurdistan was from 
Turkey to Zakhu on Iraq's northwestern 
border. It was in this region that U.S. 
troops established their very welcome 
presence. Refugee camps had been set up 

a few kilometers out of town to cater to the 
Kurds coming off the mountain, but Zakhu 
was overflowing with refugees seeking 
food, information and looking for work. 

United States Army patrols cruised the 
streets in Humvees ensuring the peace, and 
U.S. military police were stationed outside 
the local police station. Although detailed 
to protect the Kurdish population from the 
Iraqis, these particular American MPs had 
eventually been forced to intervene to 
protect the Iraqis from the wrath of the 
local Kurds. (On several occasions, the 
Kurds had attempted to bum down the 
Iraqi police station with Iraqi police still 
in it.) 

Searching For Masud 

My assignment was to head off way 
beyond the security of the Coalition zone 
to locate and interview Masud Barzani, 
charismatic leader of the KDP . Arriving in 
Zakhu at dusk, I had just enough time to 

There are six pr inciple Pesh 
Merga factions, of which the 
KDP and the PUK are the larg

est. The PUK leadership were once 
members of the KDP who broke away 
in 1975 to form their own separate 
faction. The Baghdad regime has ex
ploited differences between Kurdish 
factions in order to set them against 
one other. While this tactic has had 
some success in the past, all six 
parties have, at present, set aside their 
differences and united in opposition to 
Baghdad. 

These parties are: Kurdish Demo
cratic Party (KDP), Party of United 
Kurdistan (PUK) , Kurdistan Socialist 
Party (KSP) , Socialist Party for Kur
dish People (SPKP), Kurdistan Peo
ple's Democratic Party (KPDP), The 
Worker's Party (Communist) (WP). 

-P.O. 

make contact with the local KDP office to 
confirm my destination (Sardawe) and 
request an escort and guide for the long 
drive the next day. That done, it was time 
to bunk down for the night. 

Top-line Zakhu hote ls begin way below 
no-star rating. A cursory inspection of 
their various, dubious delights led me to 
the least offensive one: The Baghdad. 
Given the massive influx of refugees, I 
was pleased to find a room - any room. 
Sound advice for travelers in warm climes 
is never check into a top-floor room with a 
tin roof, on the side warmed by the sun all 
day. My night was spent in sweaty 
discomfort, sweltering in the oven-like 
heat and gazing at the electric fan without 
electricity. Instead of electricity, two thick 
blankets had been boastfully supplied with 
the "air-conditioned" room. 

Into the Battlefields 

Relieved to escape its decrepit charms, 

As the terms of treaty with Baghdad were being thrashed out between all Kurdish factions, the 
town of Shaqlawah was jammed with Pesh Merga from all over Kurdistan. 

Pesh Merga fighter armed with GPMG mans 
ridgeline position above Arbil road. 
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KURDISH AGONY 

The current Kurdish uprising begin on 11 September 1961 under the leadership of 
General Mustapha Barzani. In 1963, the Kurds were subjected to a coordinated 
attack by Iraqi and Turkish military. This warfare continued until 1971, when the 

Ba'ath regime in Baghdad promulgated what became known as the "March 11th Peace 
Manifesto," a 14-point program that allowed for Kurdish autonomy within Iraq. 

However, since 60% of Iraq's oil came from the Kirkuk area of Kurdistan, control of the 
oilfields in this area was always a subject of contention. In 1972, the Ba'ath party signed 
a friendship treaty with the Soviets and confidence was high. By 1974, with the rise in oil 
prices, the Iraqi government had reneged on their 1971 agreement for Kurdish 
autonomy and fighting broke out once again in Kurdistan. 

The Shah of Iran, Israel and the CIA (the latter concerned about the regional effect of 
the new Soviet-Iraq alliance) supported the Kurds with arms. As a result, by March of 
1975, the Iraqi army had suffered severe reverses at the hands of the Kurdish guerrillas, 
who were advancing on Baghdad. The regime saved itself by ceding to Iran, in the 
Algiers Agreement of March 1975, territory around the strategically important Shatt al' 
Arab waterway in exchange for an end to all aid to the Kurds. 

The Algiers Agreement destroyed Kurdish hopes of continuing the war to an 
advantageous end. The Shah of Iran cut all aid and sealed the border to deny the Kurds 
an escape route from Iraqi army counterattacks. 

With their lines of supply strangled, the Kurds were rolled back into the mountains. 
They were unable to protect the millions of Kurdish civilians under their control and were 
forced to order the civilian population to surrender to the Iraqis. Some Pesh Merga 
continued the struggle in the form of a guerrilla war in the mountains. Their leader, 
Mustapha Barzani, died of cancer in exile in the United States in 1979. Two of his sons, 
Idris and Masud, took over the KDP leadership. In 1980, Iraq launched an invasion of 
Iran (then under Ayatollah Khomeini), to regain territory ceded to the Shah. Suddenly, 
the Iraqi Kurds found Iran willing to reopen the arms pipeline. The United States, 
however, then supported Saddam against what was considered the more dangerous 
enemy, the Islamic government that had toppled the Shah of Iran. However, at the same 
time that Iran supported the Iraqi Kurds in their struggle for autonomy, they 
simultaneously used their own army to suppress any notions Iranian Kurds might have 
held for autonomy within Iranian Kurdistan. 

With an abundance of arms, the Iraqi Kurds quickly gained ground against Saddam's 
army and "liberated" large areas of Kurdistan along both the Iranian and Turkish 
borders. The Iran-Iraq War saw Kurds fighting each other as both Iran and Iraq armed 
the Kurds of the other state to tie down numbers of the opposing regular army troops. In 
1987, Iraq had two of its seven armies committed to mountain warfare inside Iraq 
against the Kurds. The Iraqi Kurds were able to hold on to their gains for the duration of 
the Iran-Iraq War despite Saddam's use of chemical weapons against them. The most 
notorious incident was the March 1988 attack on the Kurdish town of Halabja, where 
5,000 civilians were ki lled. 

In July of 1988, Iran agreed to accept U.N. Security Council Resolution 598, and by 
August of that year, the cease-fire ending the Iran-Iraq War had been agreed upon. 
Saddam was now free to turn the full might of his army upon the Kurds. He decided to 
rid Iraq once and for all of its Kurdish problem and repopulate Kurdistan with Arabs. 

With the loss of Iranian support, the Iraqi Pesh Merga began to lose ground to Iraqi 
military offensives, which again included ex1ensive use of chemical weapons against 
civilian targets. The U.N. Security Council responded by passing Resolution 620 which 
called for "appropriate and effective measures" if Saddam continued to use poison gas. 
Saddam did so within 48 hours of the resolution being passed. There was no U.N. 
response. 

In August 1990, the Kurds were allowed a short breathing space when most of Iraq's 
troops were first committed to the invasion of Kuwait, and then later moved to face the 
developing, U.S.-led Coalition threat. However, after the Iraqi army was soundly beaten 
by the Coalition counterattack to liberate Kuwait, the Kurds and the Iraqi Shi'ite minority 
in the south rose up in rebellion. 

Initially, the Iraqi army suffered reverses at the hands of these lightly armed guerrilla 
forces, but after the cease-fire, counter to the agreement, Iraq deployed helicopter 
gunships and aircraft for air strikes. Faced with the full onslaught of the Iraqi army, and 
the failure of the Coalition to lend any support, both uprisings are being brutally crushed. 

I checked out of The Baghdad early next 
day and headed lo the KDP office. There I 
was introduced to Ramazan, a young Pesh 
Merga armed with an AK-47 and a 
nickel -plated Colt .45 w ho was to be my 
guide. After topping up with gas we set off 
in the station wagon I had rented in 
Diyarbakir, Turkey. 

Assurances given by various 
representatives of the Kurds in London 
that the road was paved "all the way" 
proved woefully inaccurate. The repair bill 
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for the rental car mounted steadily with 
each grinding shock as the undercarriage 
of the station wagon struck boulders or 
grounded on the deep ruts carved by large 
trucks when the roads had been soft winter 
mud. As we progressed in a series of 
v iolent shudders and sudden stops, the 
suspension was steadi ly destroyed. 

Kurdistan itself is breathtakingly 
beautiful. Tall mountains recede in all 
directions to the far horizon. These 
mountains were once blanketed in thick 

In Chory Pass action, Kurds destroyed or 
captured Iraqi armor and artillery, including 
this AGS-17 grenade launcher. 

oak forests. Extensive defoliant operations 
were conducted by the Iraqis on the 
remaining forests to deny cover to the Pesh 
Merga. Now, the ancient forests are gone; 
only scrub oaks remain. 

Having left the fertile border valley in 
which Zakhu lies, driving past extensive 
fields of ripe wheat, I began to appreciate 
the scale of the Kurdish tragedy. Mile after 
mile, hour after hour as we drove along, we 
passed the remains of destroyed villages. 
Not the random destruction of natural 
calamity, but the total and systematic 
destruction of man. 

Having forcibly removed the civilian 
population in a series of progressivel y 
more brutal operations codenamed '' An 
Fa/," the Iraqi army dynamited the 
villages and bulldozed the remains. In 
many places, all trace of the village 
dwellings had vanished; only the derelict 
terraced fields, themselves decayed and 
overgrown, betrayed the site of a lost 
village. An estimated 4,000 villages have 
been destroyed in Kurdistan. 

BBC Journalists: KIA 

Since leaving the French military 
checkpoint at Rashawah, the last in 
the Coalition security zone, we had 

not passed another living soul. From our 
position we could see, stretching for miles 
in either direction, a long valley totally 
devoid of human life. Breaking down was 
not an appealing thought. A three-man 
BBC crew had already perished in these 
remote mountains. Whether prey to the 
harsh winter weather in which they 
trekked into the mountains, or at the hands 
of brigands, was unknown. But their fate 
gave sufficient grounds to warrant caution. 

After eight hours of driving, we dropped 
off the dirt mountain road and rejoined a 
tarmac road close to the town of Mergah 
Sur. The word " town" implies a certain 
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prosperit y and development entirely 
absent in this case. Mergah Sur was no 
more than a single street of neatly 
bulldozed concrete remains . Kurdish 
families had returned to the site as the only 
home they knew and were camping out in 
the ruins. We pressed on to reach our 
dest ination before dark. 

Sardawe turned out to be a one-house 
pit-stop. I was hoping to track down 
Masud Barzani. Word had it he could be 
found in Di'ana, a small town further 
down the valley. Without delay, taking 
advantage of the last of the light, we 
moved on. Di'ana was 20 minutes further 
on and was the first habitation of any size 
I had seen other than Zakhu which had not 
been totally destroyed. 

Like Zakhu , it was teeming with 
refugees, but also had a sizable number of 
armed Pesh Merga in the streets, including 
Chawder (Pesh Merga military police, 
distinguishable by red armbands). Di'ana 
was originally a Christian settlement as 
indicated by its name, meaning in Kurdish: 
"Christian Town." We located a military 
barracks now controlled by the Pesh 
Merga. Several M-54 130mm artillery 
pieces were lined up outside, together with 
an old British 25-pounder. 

Peace At What Price? 

Masud Barzani was not present, 
being at that time in attendance 
at the talks taking place in 

Shaqlawah. Under the united banner of the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Front, the talks were 
between all Pesh Merga factions . They 
were debating the terms of Baghdad's 
offer of a peace settlement. 

Among the Kurds there was no doubt 
that the Coalition intervention in northern 
Iraq, together with Saddam's fear of 

While talking about peace, Pesh Merga at 
Shaqlawah were armed to the teeth, as with 
this Romanian AKM with 96-round maga
zine attached. 
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Pesh Merga mobile patrol in pickup in Zargos Mountains. 

further punishment from its armed might, 
had led to the offer of negotiated 
settlement. While wi lling to talk, the 
Kurds had grave misgivings about 
Saddam's sincerity, convinced that the 
integrity of any treaty could only be 
guaranteed by a continued Coalition 
presence in the region. 

As night was falling, it was considered 
unsafe to push on to Shaqlawah that night. 
Instead, as a guest of the Pesh Merga, I was 
allocated a room in the old government 
hotel in Rawanduz, a mountain town close 
by. The hotel had been taken over by the 
KDP during the uprising and was used to 
accommodate various KDP personnel. 

Rawanduz itself is a small town perched 
on a narrow tongue of land that stretches 
out from the 7,500-foot Qara Dagh Range. 
On either side of the town were deep 
gorges, the Gali Ali Gorge and the Wadi el 
Maul (Valley of Death), which the hotel 
overlooked. A legend ascribes the Wadi el 
Maui's name to an ancient battle between 
the Turks and Persians. As the two armies 
confronted each other, the gorge was 
hidden from view. The advancing Turks 
unleashed their cavalry. At full gallop, 
they crested a rise and plunged to 
destruction in the gorge. 

At one time , Rawanduz was the 
pilgrimage site of a pagan religion . It also 
has a history of conflict through the ages. 
When Kurdistan was no more than a 
complex grouping of independent 
principalities and sheikdoms, Rawanduz 
held out against all comers. It was once 
famed for the forging of cannons. A brass 
canon forged in the Islamic year 1203 
(1782) is displayed on a plinth in a small 
town square. The last great sheik of 
Rawanduz was Kor Pasha (Blind Pasha) in 
the 1800s, who was eventually killed by 
the Turks. 

Early the ne xt day, after bidding 
farewell to Ramazan, who was to return to 
Zakhu, and having a new local guide 
appointed, I set off for the scene of the 
Pesh Merga talks, Shaqlawah. 

It was comforting to see U.S . A-10 
"Warthog" tank busters flying overhead 

this far beyond the Coalition security zone, 
doubtless enjoying the scenic flight over 
the gorge. Thankfully, the new road, built 
to replace the old British Hamilton road 
dating from the 1930s, was a good one and 
we made good time. After leaving the 
gorge, the road entered a wide valley of 
huge wheat fields. Kurdistan, when not 
blighted by war, was able to grow a large 
surplus of food used to supply the rest 
of Iraq. 

The present crop was a matter of some 
dispute. After Saddam removed the 
original Kurdish owners from the land, it 
was partially repopulated with Arabs from 
the south as part of his "Arabization" of 
Kurdistan policy. These Arabs had in tum 
subcontracted the land to other Kurds who 
had been displaced from thei r own lands. 
Subsequently, there was much heated 
debate over who owned this year ' s harvest 
- the original land owners, the imported 
Arabs, or their Kurdish tenant farmers who 
actually planted the crops. 

Reaping Saddam's Wheat 

W ith sanctions imposed against 
.Iraq as a result of its invasion of 
Kuwait, Saddam promised the 

farmers that if they tilled the land and 
planted a new harvest, he would exempt 
them from conscription . This crop became 
known as "Saddam's wheat." However, 
having sown Saddam's wheat, the farmers 
were promptly rounded up and conscripted 
anyway. So not only was there debate over 
ownership, there was also a shortage of 
manpower to harvest the crop, exacerbated 
by the Iraqi offensive against the Kurds. 

Shaqlawah turned out to be a mountain 
resort town, a sanctuary for rich Iraqis 
escaping the oppressive summer heat of 
the plains. Sheltered on the lower slopes of 
a large range of mountains, it is shaded by 
many trees and boasts two tourist hotels. 
Now, one hotel is the HQ of Masud 
Barzani ' s KDP ; the other, Jalal Talabani ' s 
People's Union of Kurdistan (PUK) - the 
two principle Kurdish Resistance groups. 

Continued on page 68 
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Does The 
U.S. Army Have A Fear Of 

FIREARMS? 
Text & Photos by Robert K. Brown 

'' WHY nomagazineinyourweapon?"I 
asked the young Army specialist 
standing guard at a Patriot base 

near Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
He rolled his eyes. "First sergeant won't let us," he said. "Says 

there's no threat where we are. Won ' t let us load our M60s or .50 
cals on the perimeters; won't give us the clackers for the 
Claymores." 

Needless to say, I found this more than a bit disturbing. Shades 
of the Marine guards in Lebanon in 1983 with no rounds in their 
chambers. We all remember what happened because of that. 
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Grunts who provided security for Patriot missile sites near Riyadh 
during Desert Storm were not allowed to carry magazines in their 
weapons - superiors determined they were nor in a combat zone. 

I decided to investigate the "logic" behind this madness. 
"We used to have people clear their weapons with muzzles 

pointed into a 55-gallon drum partially filled with sand," a bird 
colonel told me. "We'd get three or four discharges a day. Then one 
troop missed the barrel." (Yes, that's right, missed the fucking 
barrel!) "The ricochet hit another trooper in the leg. We decided 
not to allow them to carry a loaded magazine in their weapons." 
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Same story with the brass. One of General 
Schwarzkopf' s staff officers explained that 
the staff had not been issued Beretta 9mm 
M9s because they had not been trained in 
their use, and there was great concern that 
they might shoot themselves. Many staff and 
administrative personnel had never even 
fired their issue Berettas. "The first time 
these guys saw the Beretta was around the 
fi rst part of February," the staff officer 
continued. "They were allowed to play with 
them - disassembly/assembly - for a cou
ple of hours. Then they were returned to the 
armory - to be issued when the enemy hit 
the wire! 

paid and better fed . That's how Saddam 
maintains their loyalty. " 

He discretely discussed security measures 
taken by Gen. Schwarzkopf's bodyguards 
(U.S. Special Forces counterterrorist person
nel from Delta Force). 

" They initially broke down their CAR15s 
into the two major components (upper and 
lower receiver groups, carried in 'fag bags' or 
briefcases). When the shooting started, they 
said to hell with it and started carrying them 
assembled." 

He also told me that the aviators for Gen. 

" They were allowed to go the range later 
and fire 10 rounds - unaimed - to "get the 
feel " of the weapon. A few were allowed 10 
additional rounds of aimed fire . But some 
field-grade officers haven ' t even held the 
weapon. It ' s a sad state of affairs, sending 
soldiers to a combat zone without small anns 
training. And Riyadh is a combat zone. We 
could certainly be attacked by a terrorist unit. 
It ' s crazy." 

British general enters Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, for briefing. Note 
holstered pistol. British and French staff 
officers carried sidearms; Americans did not 
because they had not been trained with the 
Beretta 9mm M9 pistol. 

Schwarzkopf's version of Air Force One 
weren ' t even issued weapons - and they 
were responsible for making their own way to 
the aircraft from their billets, which were not 
co-located with Stormin ' Norman ' s, if the 
balloon went up and Schwarzkopf needed to 
get out of Dodge. 

I was dismayed by the unarmed state of our 
forces in the Riyadh area, but I've seen 
similar bone-headed policies about fireanns 
in Central America. The Special Forces guys 

I discussed this with a hard-bitten Marine 
major who had made his way up through the 
ranks. " That ' s horseshit," he said. "You're 
either at war or you ' re not at war. And 
Riyadh is part of the war zone." 

on Mobile Training Teams in El Salvador 
were required to carry their .45s in fag bags 
-they weren't allowed to carry them in a 
holster under a baggy shirt like everyone else 
in Salvador. 

So here you had all these muscular gringos 
with short haircuts and airborne tattoos in 
civvies, carrying identical bags. They knew 
they weren ' t kidding anyone. It ' s as though 
the U.S. political boobs and dorks wanted to 
make sure the troops couldn't get those 
weapons into action quickly, so they wouldn't 
be able to respond to a terrorist attack. 

I 
asked him if there were terrorists in the 

area. " Fuck yes," he replied . "When 
you divide the population up by ethnic 

groups, you find that the largest group are 
expatriates. Saddam's no rube. He planted 
people in the (Saudi) Kingdom Jong before 
he invaded Kuwait. The Saudis have picked 
up terrorists and saboteurs. But they don't 
share that information with us. They kill 
them. It serves neither them nor the Coalition 
well to admit they have an internal security 
problem. If they admit they have a problem, 
it refutes their contention that they have the 
situation under control. 

" It ' s a Catch-22 scenario. CENTCOM 
(Central Command) isn't prepared for shit. 
But they won ' t conduct training because they 
don ' t want to admit that their personnel 
weren ' t being trained stateside. 

Unlike many other soldiers, MPs on 
perimeter guard were allowed to carry loaded 
magazines in weapons. This post was located 
near Saudi Ministry of Defense and Aviation 
(MODA). Intelligence sources projected 
possible attacks on MODA by Iraqi 

I talked this over with Devin Benson, a 
senior NCO in a reserve Special Forces unit. 
"CENTCOM was caught between a rock and 
a hard place," Benson told me. "They sure 
couldn ' t afford an accidental shooting of a 
Saudi national. And when you hear stories of 
soldiers missing a barrel when clearing a 
weapon, you can sure see why they didn't 
want guys Jocked and loaded in an HQ area. 

"But if you can ' t even trust your general 
staff with sidearms, you 've got a real prob
lem. Look at demographics. This generation 
of soldiers comes largely from an urban 

SpecOps units. 

' Tm not supposed to have a .38 with 30 
rounds of ammo. Nobody carries weapons unless one is an MP or 
on security detail. CENTCOM doesn ' t want people walking around 
carrying weapons for fear of affronting the Saudis. But the Saudis 
are locked and loaded. " 

Ano.ther source, close to the U.S. intelligence community, said 
that other Coalition officers were not so willing to go unarmed . 
" Aii the Bri ts and French are carrying sidearms or assault rifles 
with loaded mags. Fuck local sensitivity ... What probably 
happened is that someone was so afraid of offending local 
sensibilities that they didn ' t even ask. We have intel from Western 
sources that 200 to 300 Iraqi Special Forces have a potential 
mission to hi t MODA (the Saudi Ministry of Defense and Aviation) 
and take out high-ranking Coalition commanders. 

" During the Iran-Iraq War, Iraqi commandos carried out 
aggressive, highly effective ops. They neutralized much of Iran 's 
command and control capability. Saddam recruits his Special 
Forces from his home town, Tikrit. They are loyal to him because 
of tribal and extended family ties. 

" Iraqi SpecOps personnel have received extensive training by 
Soviet Spetsnaz. We suspect that they are quite competent, that 
they would probably operate in small cells rather than as individual 
agents to carry out hits. They receive the best equipment, are better 
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background, especially the officers. They haven ' t grown up with 
weapons; their fathers never taught them the basics, like kids from 
the country. They got all their firearms training in the Army, and the 
Army doesn't put that much emphasis on small arms training." 

I asked him for an example. "OK, I was on a training team in 
Central America. We carried .45s. We were issued 21 rounds of 
ammo for personal defense, but no practice ammo. I had never shot 
the weapon I was issued; it just came out of a rack. I had no idea 
where it shot - or even if it shot, for that matter." 

I pointed out that the Army has never been big on pistol training, 
stressing instead rifle marksmanship. "It' s no different with 
rifles," Benson said. " After initial training, it's once a year to 

the range for most troops, unless you ' re involved in special 
training. I've had 49 rounds of 5.56 in two years, and I fired that 
through a rifle that wasn ' t even my issue weapon. Nine rounds to 
zero, with 40 rounds for qualification . No practice ammo. 

"Granted, I'm a reservist - but this is a reserve Special Forces 
unit! In theory at least, we ' re supposed to train to the same 
standards as active duty forces. In fairness to the Army, we 
normally get 49 rounds a year, but someone screwed up last year, 

Continued on page 72 
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Text & Photos by Bruce Richardson 

re you pleased with the Khost offensive?" I queried. 
"Many of our brothers drank from the cup of martyrdom, but this time we were together. 

All the parties cooperated and we are united in our victory. Soon, Insha 'all ah, we will once again 
see the sunrise of peace." 

Placing his hand over his heart, Paiz Mohammed indicated the interview was over. "Pa mukha dai khuh"(may 
goodness go before you), he uttered with a half salute as he strode from the room. 

Clusters of adobe buildings surrounded by blank brown walls with narrow-slotted towers guarded the corners, 
and a square inner keep dominated the scene. Behind the city on each side was a rim of hills, rough and brown. On 
the north side, beyond the hills, Jay the cold, snow-capped Safed-Koh (White Mountains), fragile and incred
ibly high. 

Such was Khost, a land of startling contrast. Brilliant red and pink wild roses were in bloom, framing the dirt 
roads that came and went. Bluebells and a multitude of other delicately hued wildflowers carpeted the valley floor. 
This raw beauty seemed illusionary apart from the shell-cratered landscape, shattered buildings and the smell of 
death that permeated the air. 

I'm not certain just how the day began. At 0200, lying in my warm bed, I could hear the thumping of bombs 2 
or 3 klicks away. The attack illuminated the area near the old airport and under the dim glow of a near-dead 



Mini-Mag Lite, I gulped down some tea 
and scrambled for my gear. There was a 
rendezvous at the base of the compound 
wall, but it was quiet now - I went back 
to bed. 

The morning broke gray and ominous; 
light rain played a melody on the water 
cans outside. Mir Ghowsuddin frantically 

@ KABUL 

@ GARDEZ 

N 
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Mujahid aims American-supplied Stinger 
missile in the sub-district. 

worked the pump of the gasoline lantern 
and the room came alive in a brilliant 
white light. Turbaned men with black, 
white, and red beards moved sedately 
about, stopping lo kneel and bow in prayer 

on the frayed, red carpets they had spread 
before them . 

A man near me named Mohammed Din 
mutte red to himself, nervously fingering 
his tasbih (prayer beads), drawing them 
back and forth between thumb and forefin
ger. Bumping along the rain-slicked road, 
the airport was first on my list fo r 
exploration and photographs. Bilal, our 
driver, who negotiated all roads like his 
tail was on fire , brought our four-wheel 
drive to a skidding stop. 

Air Force Grounded 

Before us lay the incredible sight of the 
broken, battered remains of 80 aircraft. 
Many had been caught flat-footed on the 
runway; others had been shot down. 
During the three-day artillery and rocket 
strike that preceded the ground offensive, 
the Kabul air force inventory of Antonov 
An-26s, An-32s, MiG-21s and Ilyushin 
II-18s had been obliterated right here. 

A makeshift swing, ingeniously 
suspended from the wing of a battered 
An-26 transport plane, brought a light 
moment and a smile to the young face of a 
mujahid. Billeted in the remains of the 
aircraft, several mujahideen, eager to be 
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Mujahideen crew manning antiaircraft 
position at Matun Baba. Most Kabul regime 
aircraft were destroyed on the ground. 

photographed, spilled out on the runway 
like an army of ants. 

The · high fortresses of Khost loomed 
over the plain. Bala-Hissar I, Bala-Hissar 
II and Matun Baba were strategically 
located on the highest ground, heavily 
fortified with a commanding view of the 
entire valley floor. Here, the Jowzjani 
Militia had fought to the death. 

l.Dwering ourselves with the aid of a 
rope, we descended 100 feet into the 
underground complex of Matun Baba. 
Holding our flashlights in our mouths, my 
companion Noor and I illuminated a 
multichambered complex bursting with 
Soviet ordnance. RGD-5 g ren ades, 
thousands of rounds of a ll types 
(7 .62x39mm, 7.62x54mm, 12. 7mm, 
14.Smm, and 23mm, mostly) were literally 
knee-deep on the sub-terrainean floor. 

Bilal, bored with our inquisitiveness, lit 
up one of his smelly Pakistani Red and 
White 's, which glowed eerily in the murky 
chamber. Sharp-eyed Noor, ever vigilant, 
found what appeared to be nuclear, 
biological, chemical (NBC) warfare gear 
- gas masks, rubber protective clothing 
and strange flask-like canisters with 
multicolored liquid ensconced in glass 
tube containers. Later, these canisters were 
identified as Soviet MSP-18 individual 
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treatment kits. The clothing was standard 
OP-1 NBC protective suits; the masks, 
Sh Ms. 

"God Was With Us" 

The presence of NBC gear was 
worrisome. Later that day, Dr. Azim 
confirmed my suspicions. " On the fourth 
day of battle in the sub-district, 1 Okm from 
the center of Khost, the Hezb-i-Islami war 
party was attacked with chemical 
weapons," he told me. 

"Did you personally attend to any of the 
injured, or witness the attack?" I asked, 
interrupting him. 

"Yes," he replied, "but there was 
nothing I could do. The martyred were all 
black and gangrenous; others suffered 
from intense burning sensations, vomiting, 
headaches, spasms, and convulsions. It 
was a hopeless situation - they were all 
bleeding from the rectum, nose and mouth. 
No one survived more than three to four 
hours. '' 

The doctor, showing obvious signs of 

Kabul 

* 
• Islamabad 

PAKISTAN 

strain, continued. "The attack was from 
the sky. Two jets flew over our position at 
an altitude of 50 meters. We could see the 
pilots ... it was very frightening. When 
they left, a cloud stayed behind." 

"How large an area was affected?" I 
asked. 

efore us lay the incredible sight 
of the broken, battered remains 
of 80 aircraft. 
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"We were fortunate," he said. "God 
was with us. It was very windy. The cloud 
went away. It was yellow." 

"Doctor, how many were killed?" 
"Eighteen." 
Later, we learned that a Scud missile 

fired from Mazar-i-Sharif impacted in 
Kunar, killing 400 and injuring more than 
500. It carried a chemical warhead. 

From the heights, deadly fire rained 
down upon the advancing mujahideen 
forces. The Jowzjani Militia, posted to 
Matun-Baba, Bala-Hissar I and Bala
Hissar II, concentrated heavy machine-
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gun, AGS-17 and small-arms fire into the 
featureless killing fields below. Resistance 
forces , united and determined, fought 
tenaciously from street to street, building 
to building, and door to door, descending 
like a horde of locusts upon the Soviet
backed Afghani forces in Khost. 

Hezb-i-lslami and Jadran fighters 
dispersed into groups of four and 
ingeniously used makeshift ladders to 

Huge number of shell casings beneath 
wreckage of Soviet-built Antonov aircraft at 
Khost Airport indicates intensity of fighting. 

Young mujahid boy relaxes in aftermath of 
battle, swinging from wing of destroyed 
Soviet-built aircraft at Khost Airport. 

scale the compound walls, firing on the 
enemy below. Using leather slings, the 
mujahideen hurled their grenades high 
over the compound walls into the fortress
like positions. 

Guerrilla Metamorphosis 

Fifteen days after it had begun, the 
battle for Khost was over. Kabul ' s 
overwhelming air and ground supremacy 
were no match for the combined efforts of 
seven major mujahideen war parties. The 
combined arms, deployed by the Kabul 
regime, were dispersed into circular 
security belts at 3km, 7km, and 19km, 
respectively. Main battle tanks (mostly 
T-62s), artillery and rocket launchers were 
dug in at strategic areas within the city; 
Soviet armored personnel carriers (BMPs) 
were positioned around the city. 

The concentration of mines was so 
heavy and so hastily deployed that many 
were lying on the surface. It is unclear why 
the counterbattery fire by the Kabul forces 
was so ineffective. Soviet PZK sound
ranging systems were deployed, as well as 
DAK-1 laser range-finders, both the 
epitome of simplicity. 

Aircraft, using laser designators and 
flying sorties in 19-minute intervals, 
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0 vershadowed by events in the Persian Gulf, the war in Afghanistan goes largely 
unreported. "Negative symmetry" has been eclipsed by massive, monthly military 
consignments from the Soviets to their puppet regime in Kabul (roughly $300-400 

million). Also, during the month of May, 1991, 400 Scud missiles and 20 SU-24 
fighter-bombers were delivered to the Kabul Airport. 

In the north, Soviet pilots flew cross-border raids against the mujahideen Resistance in 
Takhar Province and the district of Qaisar. Soviet military personnel have fired more than 
1,500 Scuds from their complex at Darul-aman into the Afghan countryside since their 
withdrawal in February , 1989. Confirmed sources indicate high-altitude bombing missions 
are being flown by the Soviets in support of the Kabul regime (near Khost, Takhar and 
Qaisar) . 

Additionally, Soviet ethnic troops from Turkmenistan , Tajikistan and Uzbekistan S.S.R. 
are fighting in Afghanistan . Although vigorously denied by Moscow and "Gorbaphiles" in 
Washington, the evidence is irrefutable. Moscow has clearly frozen its position on 
Afghanistan. 

Recently, the Soviet Union has asked the United States and other Western nations to 
assist them through their "winter of discontent" with massive humanitarian aid. The 
contribution of the U.S .. already at $2 .5 billion, will soon total some $3 billion . The U.S. 
subsidy will manifest itself in the form of government-guaranteed farm credits, restored 
access to U.S. imports , and investment insurance. 

In order to facilitate this aid package, the administration is obliged to waive the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment. a concept which links trade status to a respect for fundamental 
human rights. 

Do the American people approve of the subordination of more deserving nations from the 
benefit of U.S. aid by diverting tax dollars to a government that continues to fuel the fires of 
an unjust war? 

Mujahid displays drogue chute used to 
deliver cluster bombs at Bala-Hissar, 
Khost. Yes, it may be in America's national interest that the Soviet Union not fall into social chaos 

which could lead to an exodus of refugees to the West - as well as burden shaky Eastern 
European democracies and possibly foster a re-emergence of anti-Western elements back to power. 

But let we who bequeath aid and support to governments in need, demand that they, as recipients of said aid, conform to the norms 
of accepted international behavior. Let us not be outmaneuvered by the Soviets again. While the "guarantors" to the Geneva Accords 
engage in geopolitics, the result is economic and societal dislocations of unimaginable proportions for the Afghan people and others . 

-8.R. 

blackened the skies of Khost, dropping 
cluster bombs, laser-guided bombs, and 
firing 57mm and 80mm unguided rockets. 
Soviet technicians at the Darul-aman 
complex in Kabul fired 45 Scud B 's in 15 
days in a desperate attempt to stem 
the tide. 

Ramadan 1991 was the metamorphosis: 
A fractious guerrilla group, the 
mujahideen, had become a united military 
front. 

During our interview, I asked the 
question, "Why , despite the 
overwhelming military superiority of the 
Kabul regime, were the mujahideen 
victorious and took so few casualties, 
relat ively speaking?" 

"First: We called a council between the 
religious community and the military 
commanders of all the political parties," 
Commander Engineer Faiz Mohammed of 
the Jihad Wal and Hezb-i-lslami replied. 
" This was so we could devise an orderly 
evacuation of all noncombatants. This was 
accomplished for all 20,000 of Khost's 
civil ians.'' 

"Was this not a tip-off to the military 
that an attack was imminent?" 

"Yes, but it could not be avoided. 
Second: We held a military council - all 
parti es were represented, and all pledged 
cooperation . Additionally, two high
ranking Kabul defectors aided our 
intelligence on defensive positions inside 
Khost - including minefields, locations 
of artillery, tanks, soldiers and so on. " 

"Who were these defectors? " 
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A D-30 l 22mm artillery piece unleashes 
against the heavi ly fortified city of Khost 
prior to ground attack. 

"A rmy Chief of St aff General 
Shahnawaz Tanai and Minister of 
Transportation Wafadar Khan, both of 
whom are from Khost. We were criticized 
by some for using these defectors. Some 

say we are communist sympathizers, but 
we believe strongly in marshalling all 
available resources . The importance of 
their intelligence cannot be 
overemphasized; it saved many lives, 
perhaps thousands. They also provided 
intelligence on enemy positions in the 

Continued on page 73 
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For more information on all Steyr products call (205) 
655-8299 or write GS/, P.O. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173-or 
send $3.00 to the address above to receive a new Steyr 
catalog and Steyr arm patch. 

8350 North 7th Street, SF-11 
Phoenix Arizona 85020 

BULLPUP 
Continued from page 29 

average law enforcement countersniper's 
engagement distance is no more than 80 
meters and only rarely up to 300 meters. 
An accuracy potential of 1.5 MOA is 
entirely adequate for those scenarios. 
Furthermore, the anticipated threat will 
undoubtedly be bobbing and weaving 
about and a semiautomatic rifle's ability to 
deliver second and third shots quickly is 
important, especially if the shooter is faced 
with multiple targets. 

The wound ballistics performance of 
U.S. M80 7.62x51mm ball ammunition is 
characteristic of most non-deforming Full 
Metal Jacket (FMJ) military rifle 
projectiles. For the first 6 to 7 inches of 
travel through living tissue, the bullet 
remains point forward and the wound track 
is no longer than .30 caliber. At 8 to 14 
inches of penetration, the bullet yaws 180 
degrees, after which it passes through the 
body base-forward with a total penetration 
of about 25 inches - excessive for most 
law enforcement applications. Where 
bullet yaw is at its maximum, 60 to 120 
degrees, a large temporary cavity is 
produced and the height of the permanent 
cavity will increase to 1.6 inches (the 
length of the 150-grain boattail projectile) 
maximum. 

When not constrained by the Hague 
Convention, the Sierra 168-grain 
MatchK.ing bullet is a better choice. It does 
not mushroom and maximum penetration 
is usually no greater than 20 inches. But, it 
will break apart with far greater tissue 
disruption capability than any of the 
5.56x45mm FMJ bullets. Its fragments 
move radically well beyond the main 
wound track to perforate and weaken 
tissue. Tissue between two perforations is 
often completely detached when 
subsequently subjected to the sudden 
stretch of temporary cavitation. 

When properly maintained, the M14 
system has proven reliability. The 
Pachmayr Decelerator buttpad is quite 
effective in moderating perceived recoil as 
is the G2's straight-line stock geometry. 
The G2 bullpup has, in general, excellent 
balance and handling characteristics. The 
question remains, why put an M14/M1A 
into bullpup configuration? 

If you have ever tried to scramble 
through narrow doors and hallways in an 
urban environment while under enemy fi re 
with a full-sized rifle, such as the M14 or 
an FN FAL, you already know the answer 
to that question. Compactness is a highly 
desirable attribute of any battle rifle. 

AWC Systems Technology can provide 
complete G2 systems (except for the 
selective-fire model) with any of the 
mentioned options, convert the users 
existing M14/ M1A rifle to G2 
specifications or provide retrofit kits to 
agencies and individuals who prefer to do 
their own conversions. 
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meres set sail for coup in Ghana; USA: Modern-day 
Minutemen battle bureaucracy ; VIETNAM: Subma
rine surface ops support special units; WEAPONS 
-Colt Cobra .357; Benelli 's Super 90. 
#116 June 1987: MERC OPS PART 3: Busted and 
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Suriname; VIETNAM: POW/MIA private citizen res
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Rhodesia Fireforce callout ; USA: Drugs, feds and 'freelancers' in California's 

invade the north ; BURMA: Open season on Duck Mountain ; SOF correspondent 
jailed; AFRICA: SOF rescues missionaries from Mozambique; WEAPONS: SOF 
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#124 February 1988: AFRICA: Eritrea's fatal females; ELITE UNITS -U.S. 
Navy SEALs in Libya; VIETNAM: Spike· team shot out of Laos; SPAIN: "Foreign" 
legion for nationals only; WEAPONS: Sandinista foot-poppers; Army's M9 
bayonet; SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 5 -General purpose MGs. 
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BIA: Royal Marine leads Omanis through ambush 
alley; VIETNAM: Two-tour vet flies his last mission over 
North Vietnam ; WEAPONS: SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 7: Pistols. 
#127 May 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: Siege in 
Angola; On patrol in Philippines; Night battle in 
Afghanistan ; DRUG WAR: Soviets import drugs to 
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conflict ; USA: Bragg's Scout Recon and Surveillance 
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A total of more than 1,380,000 M14 
rifles were produced. A substantial 
number of these still remain in U.S. 
government inventories . Tens of 
thousands of semiautomatic-only, MlA
type rifles have been manufactured, many 
with M14 parts kits. Those seeking to 
breathe new life into this battle-proven 
veteran can do no better than dropping it 
into the G2's well-designed, compressed 
envelope.~ 

I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 18 

world to see. I don't think he had ever 
seen anything like that before, be
cause first he looked stunned, then 
shocked, then he broke out in hysteri
cal laughter. 

He laughed so hard he fell over the 
chair he was sitting on, knocking down 
that gorgeous beach umbrella. Th is 
just made him laugh harder. He was 
totally beside himself. Then he got into 
the act, turning around and dropping 
his drawers to shoot a moon in my 
direction. Then he fell down in side
splitting laughter, jumped up and 
mooned me again, falling down and 
rolling in the dirt, then jumping up and 
repeating the whole process, all the 
while laughing uncontrollably. At this 

point, I was laughing pretty hard, too. 
What a way to fight a "Cold War."~ 

KURDISTAN 
Continued from page 57 

As the terms of the treaty with Baghdad 
were being thrashed out between all the 
Kurdish factions, the town was naturally 
inundated with Pesh Merga. On the streets 
could be seen men from all over Kurdistan . 
It was possible to distinguish where they 
came from, and even their tribe, from the 
style of costume favored by each regional 
group. 

Those from Zakhu wore traditional 
loose-fitting outfits made up from cloth of 
bold, vertical stripes, mostly in browns and 
grays. Men of the Barzani tribe wore 
red-colored jama danas, the traditional 
Kurdish headdress. Each man wore wide 
peshten (cummerbunds) of 8 yards of cloth 
wound around the waist. These are also 
meant to serve as shrouds should they be 
killed in battle. 

Masud Barzani was busy with the talks 
but agreed to grant an interview the 
following day. With time on hand, I set off 
to view the front lines. A short drive on the 
road to Arbil soon brought me to the Pesh 
Merga checkpoint at Chary Pass, scene of 
Masud Barzani's stand against the Iraqi 
army counter-offensive. 
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A burnt out T-54 tank, plastered with 
posters of recently killed Pesh Merga, was 
immobilized in rusting decay on one side 
of the road. Around this, heavily armed 
Pesh Merga had set up their checkpoint. 
Traffic was passing in two lines and 
subject to a brief search and passenger ID 
check. Pushing on from this checkpoint, 
we pulled up 200 meters short of the Iraqi 
checkpoint and took a few (photo) stills, 
which made the Iraqis a touch jumpy. 

The three sentries standing by the 
roadside began waving angrily and making 
threatening gestures with their AKs. 
Feeling rather exposed on the road, I 
decided it was time to make a polite and 
discreet withdrawal, particularly as Iraqi 
troops in a clump of trees further back 
could be seen stepping into slit trenches. 

Back in the Pesh Merga lines, l was 
escorted up into the ridges that overlooked 
the road and saw the front-line positions 
being held by a platoon-sized unit of Pesh 
Merga. They were well-spaced and 
occupied firing positions built up against 
the natural cover afforded by the boulders 
and rock of the ridge line. 

Beyond them, the valley that opened up 
was in Iraqi hands. But looking down onto 
the burned-out armor on the road, it was 
easy to see how difficult it would be to 
dislodge anyone determined to hold these 
ridges. Even if the Iraqis had been 
successful here, there were more ridges 
behind, each of which would have to be 
hard fought for, if held by determined men. 

Video Catalog with l OO's more videos on 
shooting, hunting, and defense only 3.00 or 
FREE with any video order! 
Dealer inquiries invited Shipping 1 video-
2.50; 2 videos -3.50; ea. additional -.50 
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The KDP Pesh Merga were well
disciplined and organized on traditional 
military lines in: dastars (squads), pals 
(platoons), /eks (companies) and 
battalions, although the numbers in each 
unit were less than you would expect in a 
conventional force. Their weapons were 
those that a mobile guerrilla unit could 
effectively be expected to carry over the 
rugged terrain. These included AGS-17 
grenade launchers - trophies of their 
recent successes over the Iraqi army. 

As the day drew to a close, it was time to 
head back to Rawanduz and prepare for 
my meeting with Masud Barzani the next 
day. 

Peter Douglas is a British combat 
photojournalist who bas covered several 
wars in Asia and the Middle East for SOF.Y( 

BATTLE BLADES 
Continued from page 16 

solid design for combat in Vietnam? 
Conversations with those who used 
the issue blades say it was. A consum
mate professional, Baker was often in 
the field with those who carried his 
equipment. 

Of the current batch of knives bor
rowing heavily from the rich heritage of 
the men Baker served with, he has this 

to say: "I would hope all those who 
have made money off the knife I 
designed for SOG will have donated a 
portion of their profits to organizations 
which represent the sacrifices and 
heroics of those who carried the blade 
in Southeast Asia. If they haven't, I 
don't think too highly of their ethics or 
products." 

Amen, brother.'9( 

SHINING PATH 
Continued from page 33 

that it 's a shame that it's the death of a 
colleague that has brought us together. The 
others are from Lima-based newspapers 
and are going to Ayacucho to cover the 
story and hopefully get the truth behind it 
all. 

Forty-five minutes later, we land in the 
Andes Mountains at Ayacucho. It is still 
early, and a lot cooler because of the high 
elevation. I JOin with another 
photojournalist as we disembark the plane. 
We are met by a number of local 
journalists, and all unite in a direct huddle. 
They pass around extremely graphic 
photos of the executed journalist. I can't 
help but feel that we're being watched. 
This is a feeling I would become 
accustomed to over the next few days. 

Putting that thought aside fo r a moment, 
I realize the amount of camera equipment 
the other Caucasian photojournalist and I 
have dangling around our necks and 
swinging from our shoulders would add up 
to more than a full year's wages for these 
people - including the military and 
police. 

I suddenly feel very vulnerable here; the 
walls have ears. And Shining Path is 
everywhere, as m y colleague keeps 
reminding me. Any of these people 
standing around watching us could be 
killers, and it seems wherever we go 
people stop what they're doing and 
observe us. 

Indeed, I was told in the airport that 
Shining Path would by this time be aware 
of our presence in the area, and as some 
friendly advice, we should be very careful 
wherever we went and who we were seen 
with. We're getting a look of distrust from 
people everywhere we go, including open 
stares from military and police, who seem 
to want to tell us that we're strangers, are 
not welcome here, are poking our noses in 
business that doesn ' t concern us. 

At this point, my colleague's bizarre 
sense of humor was giving way to bets. He 
was deciding who would more likely want 
to kill us: the military, Shining Path, or the 
very militia unit we came to interview. 

Looking Like The Enemy 

As the other photojournalist and I say 
goodbye to one another, I am aware that 
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NEW-With New Intensifier Tube 

$3, 895 . 00 Add $15.00for Reg. UPS-$30.00 for Next Day Air 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 

We offer a full line of top quality products plus the unsurpassed service 
knowledge of night vision experts. We service and stand behind every 
product we sell. For more information on additio nal night vision systems, 
goggles, and viewers write or call: 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266 (215) 391-9101 
Emmaus, PA 18049 FAX (215) 391-9220 

SEND $4.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 

NOVEMBER 91 

First the Good News . .. We're offering a 
fantastic price on Night Vision Equipment! 
The AN/ PVS-2B, with its high performance 
nitrogen filled lens and high gain 25mm 
intensifier tube, is the best periorming first 
generation scope issued in Quantity to the 
U.S. Military. This versati le unit, with 
optional adaptors, can be weapon mounted 
or used for low light level photography. 

• First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 

• 4 X Magnification 

• Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming. Up to Y:z mile for surveillance. 
depending on light level and terrain. 

This unit previously sold for $2,750.00. Due 
to an incredible buy on these reconditioned 
units, we are offering them at $1 1695.00, 
a savings of over $1,000.00! 

Now the Bad News ... Quantities are limited. These 
"like new" Starlight scopes are selling fast at this low 
price, so order now to take advantage of this 
exceptional opportunity! 

Shipped with: Tripod/pisto l g rip adaptor, daylight lens 
cover, operating manual and batteries. Add $100.00 
for AR 15/M 16 mounting system. Other mounting 
systems are available, prices on request. Add $ l 5.00 
for regular UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 
6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY. 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT 
NO F.F.L. REQUIRED 

Excalibur gives you the COVERT EDGE at affordable prices! 
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Auailable Now For A Limited Time Only! 

SOF's DESERT STORM COLLECTORS SERIES 

Receive 9 issues of SO F's Desert Storm coverage, plus the special "War in 
the Middle East," plus a handsome SOF binder .. . 

I~ CA~ADA 
l.tlARMCO.lT0. 1016HlS1. 
EO~ONJON, ALBERTA T5H 4HS 
POONE ~424·5282 flJ. ~424·mi 

-.. -

#8036 -
The Dictionary 
of Espionage 
by Henry S.A. Beckett. 
A comprehensive guide to 
spook speak. 
$17.95 

#8006 -
Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 
by Michael D. Echanis. 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com
bat as taught to the Spe
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 
$9.95 

#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 
by Max Walmer. A con
cise guide to today's elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with h&w and 
color photos. $11.95 

#7033 - SOF Magazine Binder Holds 12 issues. $10.95 

THEROAD10 
KALAJAAIA 

ALL FOR ONLY $35.95 
A Value of more than $50.00 #7034 

#8037 - The Road 
to Kalamata 
by Mike Hoare. A straight 
forward account of 
Hoare's 4-Commando ac
tions while in the service 
of Moise Tshombe's new
ly created Independent 
State of Katanga. Hard
cover. $17.95 

The Elite: Story of the 
Rhodesian SAS by Bar
bara Cole. The exploits of 
the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service from 
its inception to its dis
bandment. 
#8019 - $19.95 
#8023 - Special leather 
collectors' edition 
$100.00 

#8021 -
The Soldier of Fortune. 
Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe
cially priced at $7.95 

#8038 - Portugals 
Guerrilla War 
by A.J. Venter. This is a 
book about a ten-year war 
in Portuguese Guinea. 
This war is not just 
another African military 
conflict. On its outcome 
hinges the destiny of all 
Africa. Hardcover. $9.95 

#8026 -
The Elite: A Pictorial 
This 168-page hardcover 
edition covers the exploits 
of the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service, from 
its inception to disband
ment, in front-line, you
are-there photography. 
$21.95 

#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 
Here's the inside story of 
mercenary work - Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$29.95 

#8020 - Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. $9.95 
#8022 - The Best of Survive A handy guide comprising the finest how-to articles from Omega's Survive Magazine. $2.95 
#8039 - Secrets of Modern Knife Fighting .A comprehensive guide on knife fighting. $9.95 

BOOK# 

Please include $3.00 for 
the first item ordered -
Include $1.00 for each ad
dltlonal item for postage 
and hsndllng. overseas 
orders add 40"k. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for deify. 
ery. 

QUANTITY PRICE 

SUB TOTAL 

Postage & Handling 
I-------_, 

3.7"/o Sales Tax 
(Colo. res.) 

1--------1 

TOTAL 
'----------' 

SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 
Mail to: SOF Exchange ST 9/91 , P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard. VISA or C.O.D. - call toll-free -
1 ·800-743-5624! NEW FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA/MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 0 COD 

CARD#•-------------------~~ 

EXPIRATION DATE _________________ _ 

NAME _____________________ _ 

ADDRESS'---------------------
CITY _____________ STATE __ ZIP· ___ _ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750 - between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. mountain time. 
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except for my contact, I am once again 
alone in a dangerous country - a country 
t hat recently ki lled a Japanese 
businessman for looking like the president 
of Peru, and where American j ournalist 
Todd Smith was found dead after being 
held for days by Shining Path. 

A n~te found with Smith's body 
suggests the murder was carried out by 
Shining Path. On the note were the words, 
" Die North American spies linked to the 
Pentagon w ho are carrying ou t an 
antisubversive plan in L atin America and 
especially Peru. Death to North American 
imperialism. Long live the Communist 
Party. Long live the war of the people." 
He had been tortured before his death. 

I transfer to the back of a pickup truck, 
the usual form of transportation, wi th 22 
people, two pigs and a chicken. Looking 
around the beautiful countryside, it's hard 
to believe there is so much v iolence and 
death everywhere. We pass ancient Inca 
ruins that show renovation efforts that 
were halted mid-way after the last series of 
archaeologists were killed. (During my 
stay, I was handed an arrowhead as a 
souvenir. When I expressed an interest that 
it be put in a museum, I was told there 
were many more to be discovered, but no 
one was brave enough to go get them.) 

After I am let off, my contact finally 
arrives, and we head for Quinua, 20 
minutes away. Arrival in the village finds 
all assortments of weapons and people 
waiting for us. Kids show signs of having 
grown up too fast while living in a war 
zone; old men and women appear as if they 
are fighting the war single-handedly. 

Their weapons are everything from 
shotguns provided by the military to a 
wide assortment of homemade weapons 
- some made out of pieces of old pipe for 
a barrel, a hand-carved wooden stock, a 
bent nail on a spring for a firing pin. One 
has to disengage the barrel from the 
wooden stock and manually place the 
round in the barrel. These are the weapons 
these people have to defend their villages, 
their lives, and their chi ldren with. 

The leader of the village told me that in 
June, more than 100 Shining Path 
terrorists attacked only 30 villagers. The 
villagers held them off until 200 
reinforcements came. But Shining Path 
seems to get stronger each time. I 
photographed an old woman who broke 
down and began crying. She had reached 
her limit and could take no more. She was 
clutching a homemade spear. 

The spear was just one of the primitive 
weapons that the peasants have to use 
against the well-armed Shining Path. 
Shining Path has arsenals of automatic 
weapons and grenades, most of which 
were captured from the Peruvian military. 

The ones who can't take it anymore flee 
their villages. From Peru 's emergency 
zone, which makes up 60% of the country, 
most people have relocated to the ci ties, 
such as Lima, in gigantic, sprawling 
shanty towns to live in indescribable 

COUNTERFEIT GUNS 
FULL·SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 
They're realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 

NON-FIRING - DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
*#01-300 (Standard finislll .... $107PPO 
*#01-300$ (Nickel Fin~h) ..... .... $119PPO 

WWII 
Dagger 
German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 
#22-4042 ....... ,,,,,,, .,,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,.,, ,. ., .................. $50PPD 

M92 Model 
Blank Gun 
18 shot 
single/double action. Slide, 
safety, trigger & clip work. 50 
precision metal parts. Can be 
disassembled. Used in TV/movies. 

*38-614 (l:B.5", Wt:211bs . . $260PPD 
38-122BC (10-Bmm blanks). $10PPD 

1873 
Peacemaker 
Single action 

works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 

disassembled. Lgth. 11.5". Wt. 2 lbs. 
#22-1186/G ................ $66PPD 

U.S. Marshal's Badge 
Made from original dies. 
#14-711 ................................. $14PPO 

.-a11c-::-:--.-===-----------
Letter Opener 

Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5" 
#22-3005 ............................ ,.,,,,.,,,, ................. $15PPO 

GATLING 
GUN 

Hand Crank 

A classic Vsth scale 
limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 

#22·411 .......... ..... ... ...... ...... ....... ...... $159??0 --------------------, 
rCOLLECTOR'S ARMOURY Dept. so * Sold wlorange 1 
) · V 3 plug. Not sold to 

1 I P.O. Box 59, Alexandria, A 2231 caitt. excepl tor 
1 

I ~n~oney Order O Check Enc1£l [je g~~rr ~~~:~~tion theatrical use. I 

I Credit Card Ordo,......Call Tolt Free 1 (800) 544-3456, ext. 515 : 
I Name: I 
I Address: I 
I City/Slate/Zip: I 
L - - - - -· Mon•Y Back (I.us Postaa• l II Not Ssll1!11d----__ .J 
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K~Nl:HNllti~ 
K N I F E C 0 M P A N Y, U. S. A. ® 

15875-G S.E. 114 Street 
Clackamas, Oregon 97015 

• 35/a" Sandvik 12C27 stainless blade 
• Zytel with Kraton insert handle 

• Ambidextrous one 
hand operation 

• Available with or 
without Spyder Edge® 

• Black ballistic 
nylon sheath. 

• Made in 
USA. #5018 

Monarch LTH 
Suggested List $49.95 

For the Name of your 
Nearest Dealer Contact 

BENCHMADE: (503) 655·6004 

Retail Sales Accepted 
MC/VISA, Check or Money Order 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

LIFE SHARP GUARANTE 

A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts - When it's all on the line, only the best will do! 
A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts and Rings are built to exacting NATO Mil.-Spec. 
standards and are used by U.S. and Allied military forces the world over. 

AR-15A1/A2 see-thru universal scope mount .. .. ... .... ...... ...... .... .. # 2190 .. .. ... $59.95 
HK-91 /93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (black) ...... .... ...... . #10130 ..... $165.00 
HK-91 /93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (stainless) ... .. ...... #10131 .. .. . $205.00 
FN-FAL LAR standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) ... ..... #15101 .... ... $98.00 
FN-FAL PARA standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) ...... #15102 ..... $120.00 

~ I ,1. M1A/M-14 scoJJe mount foundation (use with #15113) .. .. ...... ..... #15112 ..... $135.00 
Vcufl~v Throw lever Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) ...... .... #15113 .. ... $135.00 

Multibase Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fi!S Weaver rail) .... ......... #15103 .. .. .. . $42.00 
Throw lever Q.D. mount for AN/PVS-4 (fits Weaver mount) .... ... #15115 .. ... $150.00 
NATO STANAG steel 30mm scope rings (low, med. or high) ..... #15123 ....... $65.00 
1" a.dapter inserts for #15123 NATO STANAG scope rings ...... .. #15118 .... ... $29.95 
w.m""~"'il,...61 NEW Leitz Wild Cat (Combat Acquisition & Targeting) 3.5X Scope: 
mmlmum If'== 
• Developed for combat use and field tested by the Canadian Armed Forces 
• Q.D. Throw Lever mount for Weaver rail bases (fits A.R.M.S. universal top bases) 

• Guaranteed to return to zero despite repeated detachment and reattachment to the weapon 
• Mount incorporates windage & elevation adjustments and a range dial to 800 m for SS-109 ammo 
• Replaceable green tritium light source to illuminate the reticle for superior low light gertormance 

Super tough w/rubber armor (drop tested 1.5 m onto concrete w/8 kg weapon) ... #WIL CAT ... $1 , 195. 00 
We handle a wide variety of accessories for AR-15's, 1911 type pistols, Ruger Mini-14!30's, Ruger 
10!22's, HK-91!93/94's, M-1 Carbines, AK's, SKS's, Uzi's, M1A's, Contender's, AR-7's & Shotguns. 

Genuine Colt AR-15 4X quick detach scope w/integral see-thru mount .. ... ........... ...... #2116 .. ..... $299.50 
Armson A.C.O.G. (Advanced Optical Combat Gunsight) 4 X 32 scope for AR-15 .. .... #ACOG16 $695.00 
Armson Trijicon se1f-luminous Day/Night AR-15A2 front sight post ... .. ........ ...... ......... #2224 ... .... .. $25.95 
Armson O.E.G. (Occluded Eyesight Gunsight) Day/Night sight for AR-15A 1/A2 ...... .. #3AR15 .. .. $219.00 
Cherokee Delta Cheekpiece for scoped AR-15A1 /A2 rifles (similar to Colt Delta) .. .... #2189 ...... ... $75.00 
Colt AR-15 .22LR Conversion Kit (fire inexpensive .22LR ammo in your AR-15) .. .... . #R6222 .... $164.95 
Atchisson Mark Ill .22LR Conversion Kit for the AR-15 .. ........ .... .. ....... .. ................. ..... #JC-15 .... . $139.00 
AR-15 Shotgun Combo Mount (attaches Rem. 870 or Moss. 500 under AR barrel ) .. . #M###15 .. .. $69.95 
Thermold AR-15 30rd. magazine (made of strong DuPont Zytel nylon) .... ... .. .. .. ......... #2200 ..... .. .. $15.95 

These are only a few of the thousands of parts and accessories that we handle! 
Send $2.50 for our complete 100+ page catalogue. Dealer inquiries are welcomed. 

l'ftt:r Authorized i•,••I ~ F~~Ci~~'::~ss 
~Parts Distributor '"' ®~'"' oNLY $3MORE 

t. SOF, El Dorado, Arkansas 71731 
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poverty. Many survive by selling 
individual cigarettes in the streets; they 
live in run-down settlements in what 
amounts to cardboard boxes with no 
running water, no sanitation, and a cholera 
epidemic. 

Shortly after returning to Lima from 
Ayacucho, I find a message from the 
military giving the green light to visit one 
of the areas in the emergency zone. There 
is conflict in most of the areas . 

After speaking with the military press 
liaison officer, we decide on Taraputo 
Province. This seems the most likely place 
to see some action, and the liaison officer 
informs me that there has been a lot of 
guerrilla activity in that area. 

Florida-based Peter Noble is an award
winning British photographer. This is his 
first story for SOF. In our next issue, join 
Noble deep in the bush of Taraputo with 
the Peruvian anny in search of MRTA 
terrorists.'?( 

FIREARMS 
Continued from page 59 

and we never even went to the range. The 
ammo request didn't get submitted on 
time, supposedly. And people wondered 
why we didn't get activated for the Gulf. 

"I needed a current 'expert' qua( in my 
record to go to sniper school, '' Benson 
continued. "I arranged to go to the range 
with another unit if I provided my own 
ammo. Fine, I didn't mind paying for some 
5.56 ball. No go, the admin guys told me. 
They said there's a reg against shooting 
privately purchased ammo through a GI 
weapon. And these guys would die before 
bending a reg." 

I also talked to a reserve doctor just back 
from the Gulf, a lieutenant colonel, Air
borne Ranger. He said he was issued a 
holster - nothing to put in it; just a new 
Bianchi holster, which he had to wear 
empty on his web gear. He was in a 
front-line field medical unit. 

"Presumably, they were going to open 
up the arms room and pass out weapons in 
the event of a terrorist attack. I don ' t think 
very many of us would have stood pa
tiently in line while the armory NCO 
looked for his keys," he noted. 

TlllS IS BULLSlllT. As it is right now, 
a GI has to buy his own AR15 just to get 
minimal rifle practice in . And Congress is 
even outlawing that. 

If the U.S. Army can allow SF personnel 
to go two years without shooting their 
issue rifles, and can't even trust field-grade 
officers in a war zone with sidearms, then 
we'd better hope we never get into a war 
with anyone showing greater determina
tion than the Iraqis.~ 
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KHO ST 
Continued from page 65 

outlying sub-districts of Ali -Sher and 
Jaji-Maidan. 

"Third: We captured or neutralized all 
communist posit ions in the surrounding 
hills, concentrating on Jaji-Maidan, Ali
Sher, Tani, Yaqoobi . We also sealed off 
the road to Gardez at Nader-Shah-Kot, 
which would be a major resupply route for 
the Khost garrison. 

" Fourth : Infiltration of our forward 
observers began, using maps and data 
obtained from General Tanai and Minister 
Wafadar. These observers would direct our 
artillery and rocket fire with radios on a 
regular basis. 

" Fifth : From the north, south, and west 
of Khost, a massive artillery and rocket 
attack was launched - it continued for 
three days." 

''What about retaliatory strikes - air 
and counterbattery?" I asked. 

"By continuously dispersing our forces, 
we were able to minimize losses, and then 
our troops - 5,000 strong from all sides 
- began the ground offensive. " 

"What was the duration of the ground 
war?" 

"Fifteen days, although we are pursuing 
the Jowzj ani Militia as we speak . 
Insha'allah, we will catch them soon." 

The author has made three clandestine 
trips into A fghanistan to report on that 
country's war. His stories have been 
published in SOF, Newsweek, the Chicago 
Tribune, and the Afghanistan Mirror.~ 

FRIENDS 
Continued from page 42 

tional plebiscite on 8 April 1991 , more than 
90% of the people voted for a democratic 
form of government to oust the communists. 
The formal announcement to the Western 
world was issued on 25 June 1991 . Two 
days later, the communist government in 
Belgrade rejected the vote and committed 
tanks and MiGs against the Slovenians and 
Croatians. 

Immediately after a shaky cease-fire 
went into effect, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker issued a statement to the 
press in which the U.S. "deplored the efforts 
of the Sh.Jvenians to break away from the 
federal government of Yugoslavia." 

That put the U.S. squarely on the side of 
a hard-line Marxist state against a tiny 
country will ing to fight for its freedom and a 
democratic , pro-Western government. The 
following day, in a not-too-surprising move, 
the Department of State trotted out spokes
person Margaret Tutwiler, who mumbled 
something about the U.S. "backing the 
efforts of Slovenia in her desperate struggle 
for freedom ." 

Since those "stirring" words were ut
tered, a three-man team from the European 
Community met with representatives from 

NOVEMBER 91 

Not just fast ... FAST! 
Nobody would believe us ... 
we had to show them. 
We showed the military, 
we showed the police. We 

showed weapons manu
facturers. Now they believe! 

The RAPID LOADER™ is the 
fastest, cleanest field-loading system for high. 
volume magazines available ... period. 

AVAILABLE IN: 5.56/.223mm, .9mm, 7.62x.39mm. 

Save money on expensive magazines. 
The RAPID LOADERT" and 3 spare UNICLIPS™ 

only $2,9.95* 1

'"'"'"'""''"''"""""'

1 

rackaged ammunition available 
Dealer inquiries invited 
Phone and mail orders accepted 

1-800-421-5142 
C3 Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 485, N. Scituate, RI 02857 

'Plus $3 Post.age and handling. RI Residents add 7% Sales Tax. 
Protected under U.S. l'atents 4,574,5 11 & 4,706,402 

A big glass for a big job. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 
For border observation, security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 
The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army's M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x80 is now available with 
optional laser filter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-1-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi
cation in the military optics business. 
For more information, contact Bert Fein , 
Director of Government Sales. 

STEIN ER !he sh~rpest eyes 
in the field. 

U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 {In NJ (609) 854-2424) . FAX: (609) 858-8695 
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MILITARY 
MOUNTS 

Also Available: 
0 AR 15/16 NATO "see thru" mount 
0 SIG 550 0 AR 180 
0 H&K91 0 MIA 0 FNFAL 

Also Available: 
0 SKS No gunsmithing 

Receiver Mount 
0 SKS Handguard Mount 

for LER scopes 

Bo SQUARE Manufactures 
a Full Line of Military and 
Speciality Mounts. 

Ask Your Dealer or Call. 

1-800-433-2909 

Bo SQUARE 
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all sides on the Brioni Archipelago in the 
Adriatic Sea and succeeded in developing 
an agreement that included a 90-day stand
down for troops from both factions and a 
Slovenian promise to withhold inde
pendence movements during that time 
frame. 

While the diplomats were doing their 
thing, the head of the general staff of the 
Yugoslav army, Soviet-trained Colonel 
General Blagoje Adzic, issued a secret 
operations order titled "BEDEM" that out
lined, in detail , plans for the take-over of the 
republics of Slovenia and Croatia, returning 
them, and any other would-be break-away 
republics, to communist control. 

Hard on the heels of the foregoing 
developments came the announcement 
that President Bush and Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulrooney would be meeting 
soon to discuss the "situation in Slovenia 
and aid to the Soviet Union." 

The man on the street in Ljubljana is too 
polite to say that he fears the outcome of 
U.S.-Soviet talks when ii comes to the 
future of Slovenia and his freedom from 
communism. He will say, however, that he 
is "disappointed" in the response of the 
U.S. in siding with the Yugoslavs. 

My personal view is harsher than that of 
the Slovenians. I'm afraid for the future of 
this tiny country and its hard-headed, stub
born, brave people, given the U.S. govern
ment's abysmal track record in helping 
freedom fighters around the world against 
Marxists. 

-M.W 

CROATIA 
Continued from page 45 

between the Croatians and the Serbian 
paramilitary groups, many of whom are 
Chetniks - hard-line Marxists who are 
determined to prevent the Croatian repub
lic from seceding from the Yugoslav 
communist government - are the rules of 
engagement. 

When units of the YA join with Chetnik 
forces against the Croatians, the Croatians 
are under strict orders not to fire on YA 
troops, even though the army is inflicting 
heavy casualties on the Croatians. 

The rationale for this is that the Croatian 
government, with good reason, fears that 
by defending themselves against the YA 
and returning fire, such actions will give 
the Yugoslav government an excuse to 
declare all-out war against the Croatian 
republic and its people. They are con
vinced that the YA would not hesitate to 
bomb downtown Zagreb with MiG-23s 
and MiG-29s. 

When it came time to leave and return to 
Zagreb, I took a look around at the police 
and their scant weaponry. For some rea
son, best known to the gods of war, it 
seems that the "good guys" in the world 
of battles always wind up with damned 
little in the way of effective hardware, 
while the bastards in the halls of power 
have the armor, artillery, aircraft and 
muscle that go with them. 

What's worse is when the " good guys" 

JEET KUNE DO 
INSTRUCTION 
BY PAUL VUNAK 

I am currently accelerat
ing my l.P.T.P. (Intensive 
Personal Training Pro
grams). I am looking for the 
serious martial artist inter
ested in the study of Jeet 
Kune Do concepts. My goal 
is the help perpetuate 
Bruce Lee's art by recruiting 
a handful of candidates to 
perhaps instruct someday. 

Paul Vunak is one of a 
handful of full-instructors 
under Dan lnosanto teach
ing Jeet Kune Do concepts 
in the United States. Mr. 
Vunak is· currently exclu
sively training the Navy 
Special Forces Units, and is 
available for private na
tional seminars at special 
times throughout the year. 
His company, "Progressive 
Fighting Systems" is cur
rently breaking new ground 
in personalized JKD train
ing systems for the public ... 
soon to be released. 

• Watch for Paul's new 
video release, "Attributes II: 
A Tribute to Bruce Lee" 
• Keep any eye out for 
Mr. Vunak's new book ... 
The Empty Cup 
• For seminar informa
tion call: 

213-439-3089 
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happen to be unlucky enough to listen to 
the U.S. government, especially the State 
Department, when it urges them to " over
throw the tyrants that are oppressing 
them" and believe what they here. They 
inevitably wind up like the Czechs, the 
Hungarians, the contras, and the muja
hideen. To that pitiful group, you can also 
add the Kurds. 

If the YA does go ahead and attack the 
Croatians, there's no doubt, from a strictly 
tactical standpoint, that the Croatians will 
be crushed. But based on what I saw, the 
YA is going to come out of that mess with 
one helluva lot of bloody noses. 

Mike Williams is a Jong-time SOF corre
spondent who has spent most of his life 
"going and doing" in interesting hot spots 
around the world.~ 

POW/MIA 
Continued from page 51 

It is no secret that the NVA still harbor 
great contempt and animosity toward their 
Laotian comrades. Consequently, there is 
no way the NVA would have given the PL 
any downed American airmen. This means 
that Vietnam must account for these 
people. Practically speaking, then, 79 
missing Americans must be accounted for 
by the Laotian government. There are 
some 200 crash sites in Laos to be 
investigated . At the rate of 1.5 
investigations per year, by the year 2124, 
all will have been inspected. 

On several occasions, ranking Laotian 
officials have admitted to knowing the fate 
of these missing men. The PL government, 
which the IAG claims to be 100% 
cooperative, bas denied U.S. 
representatives access to these officials on 
several occasions. 

Another scam pulled by our "100% 
cooperative" Laotian friends was to have 
the United States pay money up front for 
the Laotians accompanying Americans to 
crash sites. These Laotians were paid 
standard TDY rates, which came out to 
about $120 per day, per man. Multiply that 
by the 15 or so Laotians, and you see what 
Uncle Sam is getting bilked for. When a 
job is finished, the Laotians present Uncle 
Sam with another bill for hotels, meals and 
entertainment. 

Of the 83 Americans missing in 
Cambodia, none have been accounted for. 
Six sets of remains returned by the Phnom 
Penh government were not human. Very 
little work has been done in Cambodia 
because the CIA bas kept everyone away. 
The agency has been busy supporting 
various resistance groups (Khmer Rouge, 
Khmer Serai, Khmer Kbbom) that are 
fighting Vietnamese occupation forces and 
their Cambodian surrogates. Because of 
this, at the request of the CIA, other U.S. 
government agencies have stayed out of 
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the picture. 

French Recount Mutilations 

In 1967, the North Vietnamese made the 
decision to return all French stay-behinds 
who had remained in North Vietnam after 
1954. Most of these former French soldiers 
were married, had families in North 
Vietnam and were reluctant to leave. Upon 
their arrival in France, they were debriefed 
by the CIA station in Paris, and naturally 
questioned about any live-sightings of 
American POWs. 

The Agency received a myriad of 
answers, but there was one common bit of 
information in all reports: mutilations. The 
French sources provided information that 
U.S. pilots captured in outlying areas were 
being mutilated by local villagers or 
militias. Locals believed they were cutting 
off hands or arms that pushed buttons 
which dropped bombs, killing their 
relatives. French sources had come from a 
multitude of areas in North Vietnam, and 
had no time to get together and corroborate 
or make up their accounts. 

When their reports were disseminated, it 
was felt by U.S. intelligence sources that 
these mutilated American prisoners would 
never be returned. At Operation 
Homecoming in 1973, not one amputee 
stepped off the "Freedom Birds." I read 
the CIA reports many times. These 
documents have since disappeared. 

If 3,000 airman were shot down, it 
would only stand to reason that a number 
would suffer crippling injuries and 
amputations. It' s one thing to have a POW 
return with scars from beatings, but quite 
another to return with an intentional 
amputation. 

If analysts working on the POW 
question plotted all crashes on their maps, 
then on an overlay plotted where airmen 
who re turned during Operation 
Homecoming were shot down, a pattern 
would emerge. Airmen shot down in urban 
areas and captured by regular PAYN 
forces returned; airmen shot down in rural 
areas and captured by the local populace 
did not. 

This simple analysis may answer the 
question as to why some Americans were 
known to have landed safely on the 
ground, placed in the prison system of 
North Vietnam, yet never returned. Were 
they mutilated as the French reports 
suggest? 

A closer look at the remains of airmen at 
CIL-HI might reveal a pattern of missing 
extremities, thus confirming the mutilation 
theory. At this time, CIL-IB has not 
released any information that could 
support or refute this theory. It may be 
time for real experts, such as Tony Sager 
or Dr. Neep (who ran the Tan Son Nhut 
mortuary), to take over CIL-HI and get the 
" home-steaders" out of there. 

The fact of the matter is that the NVA 
and VC executed many American POWs, 
an act contrary to the laws of the 1954 
Geneva Convention (of which North 
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VHF & UHf FM 

Vietnam was a signatory), and contrary to 
every known concept of human decency . 

The evidence for this is overwhelming. 
Take the case of Ron Dodge, who was shot 
down over North Vietnam in 1967. In 
1969, a photo was published of Dodge as a 
POW. In 1973, at Operation Homecoming, 
he was absent. In 1981, the Vietnamese 
government returned his remains without 
any explanation. 

Major Nick Rowe, who was a POW in 
Vietnam, personally witnessed the 
execution of a fellow American POW, 
Rocky Vcmsants, at the hands of his 
captors. His crime: an unwillingness to 
cooperate with the enemy. The 
Vietnamese government must be held 
accountable for these men and hundreds 
more that suffered the same fate. 

Playing POWlitics 

The JAG was formed to assist in the 
resolution of the POW problem. What it 
has done is create another level of 
bureaucratic confusion . Sufficient 
lobbying pressure has been applied by 
U.S. business interests to galvanize some 
in the Bush administration into dedicating 
itself to the normalization of relations with 
Vietnam. 

The State Department has been asked to 
see that relations are established with 
Vietnam and, as a result, was the architect 
of Road Map. DoD has followed State's 
lead and has convinced its fellow member, 
the NSC, also to tow the line. 

This leaves one more representative on 
the IAG - the League of Families. What 
is the motivation which allows its 
executive director, Anne Mills-Griffith, to 
constantly ignore the human rights abuses 
being committed in both Vietnam and 
Laos? And why does she praise the PL 
government for cooperating 100% when 
the facts show less than 10% cooperation 
and 90% lip service? Is she motived by 
power and the importance of her job? 

It appears that the State Department has 
abrogated its input with reference to its 
Laotian policy to her and is consequently 
allowing several people outside the 
government to dictate how the U.S. 
government will conduct foreign policy. 
Does Mills-Griffith have enough political 
pull herself to become the major stumbling 
block to the POW issue, as reported by 
former DIA - POW/MIA section chief 
Colonel Millard Peck? 

Mills-Griffith's is yet another agenda 
that is not in the best interests of the POWs 
nor the ordinary citizens of Southeast 
Asia. The only fndochinese who are 
benefiting from the POW issue are the 38 
Vietnamese employed by the office in 
Hanoi (this number is sure to increase as 
more Vietnamese officials obtain jobs 
with the U.S. government for untrained 
relatives). The United States also has 
offered to pay for all salaries of Laotians 
who work on projects in Laos. 

Each of the military services has a 
casualty officer, who is tasked with 
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updating POW/MIA families on 
developments pertinent to their case. Here 
is where one of the main glitches has 
developed in the system. Service casualty 
officers (SCOs) were established to notify 
next of kin, and to inform and guide 
families through the service benefit 
process. Their entire exposure to a family 
should be two to three weeks. 

The DIA, on the other hand, is an 
intelligence organization trained to 
analyze and process raw data, not deal 
with distraught families. The SCOs have 
relinquished their responsibility to the 
DIA, which now must deal directly with 
families on POW matters, thus violating 
many principles of good, covert 
intelligence. 

One recommendation would be to 
establish an office between the DIA and 
the SCOs. This office would analyze and 
provide a synopsis of each case to a family. 
They would constantly update the 
synopsis, and most important, provide a 
rationale for all decisions and findings 
made in reference to a specific case. 

The main problem that families always 
raise is that they do not know what is going 
on nor the reason why certain conclusions 
were reached . Trained analysts can 
provide these answers. Problems would 
not have surfaced in 1973 after Operation 
Homecoming if it were done then. 

An example would be a one-page 
s~nopsis containing a description of an 
incident leading to capture or death of an 

individual and the rationale for the finding 
- presumptive finding of death (PFD), 
Killed in Action - Body Not Recovered 
(KIA-BNR), etc. 

If live-sightings or any new information 
were received, the casualty data sheet 
would be updated and a revised finding 
would be provided. A casualty officer 
would then provide the data sheet to the 
family. 

A further recommendation would have 
the normalization of relations contingent 
upon the human rights issues in Southeast 
Asia versus the repatriation of bones. The 
rulers of Laos have decreed a new 
constitution outlawing all political parties 
except the PL. Considering the majority of 
the population are from hill tribes and not 
eligible to even join the ' ' party,'' you have 
minority rule. Does this sound like South 
Africa? 

Finally, someone has to be in charge. 
The IAG concept of running this issue with 
unqualified personnel and non
govemment personnel dictating foreign 
policy simply has not worked . A 
temporary cabinet-level post should be 
established with a known entity who has 
experience in the field (such as General 
Robert Kingston, who has been involved 
with the issue for 25 years) in charge - not 
some political hack. We need someone 
who can give direction to this whole 
process rather than play politics. This 
would accomplish the mission and ease the 
suffering of the families and this nation.~ 
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of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 
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AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS ••• 
THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 
See your local 
dealer or send • 
$2. 00 for color ,ef· 
catalog. #' 

ef-· 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12e5 
Add $1.05 Hndl . 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied/! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-11 -SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

Write or Call For Our 
"Free" Catalog 

PULLOVER PARKA 

Pullover Parka is available in several wind-resistant, 
water-repellent and breathable 50/50 fabrics. Full 
sized attached hood with draw string closure and 
draw cord adjustments at waist and hem. A large 
hidden zipper closed front chest pocket with flap. 
Long sleeves with Velcro® closure adjustable cuffs. 
Full cut for better maneuverability and to be worn as 
an over-garment, so order one size smaller if rt is to 
be worn alone. Sizes: S(37-41 "), M(41-45"), L(45-
49'), XL(49-53"), XXL(over 53") . Colors: 6-color 
Desert. 3-color Desert, Woodland Camo, Black, 
Navy, O.D. Green, Tiger Stripe, Off-white, Trebark 
and Tan. $34.95 each add $3.00 for XXL 

Mail proper amount plus $4 .95 (double for Canada) 
(TN residents add 7.75% sales tax) 

for shipping and handling to: 

1«11•1 GREENE MILITARY ~ 
DISTRIBUTORS, INC. lliiiilj 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 

in TN (615) 588-5945 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

BODY SCULPTOR 1200 
Fully adjustable 

12-Pad unit w/ adapter 
ONLY $469 

•Please include $10 for shipping & handling• 
• Foreign orders add US$20.00 • 

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

El 1~~?n~4a2~:~~~n~~r; t~3 f •ij 
SF 11/91 David Steele Enterprises, Inc. 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite JOO, Irvine, CA 92715 
Sculptor 600 (Qty): ___ Sculptor 1200 (Qty): __ _ 

0 Check Enclosed 0 Mor'<:y Order Enclosc:d 

OVisa/MC# Exp.--
Namc ________________ , 

Address---------------1 
City---------State-- Zip __ _ 

Si aturc 

LOCKSMITHING! 
Basic Locksmith 
Tech n q u e s 

INCLUDES: 
•Video (VHS) 
How to Pick Locks 
• Professional Lock 
Picks 
• Instruction Manual 
•Catalog 

SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 
handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

------OR-------1 
Without Video (Same, instruction 

manual, professional picks, catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 

Money Order, US Funds Only) 

Send $82.00 or $52.00 To ... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS· 
2100 Roswell Road 

Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 
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PRIVATE 
INTELLIGENCE 

SECRETS 
by James L. Drake 

AS FEATURED IN: 

FAMILY CIRCLE MAGAZINE! 
INCLUDES HOW TO: 

Detect a Two-Way Mirror, 

Protect Your Privacy , 

Find Missing Persons, 

Skip-Tracing, Auto Tailing, 

Spot Lying Gestures , 

Conduct Surveillance, 

Detect Phoney Medical 

Doctors and/or Prescriptions, Low Profile 

Living , Stop Paper Trails, Perform Handwriting 

Analysis, Buy Electronic Spy Equipment Direct 

From Japan, Use The Freedom Of Information 

Act,(Complete With Form), Drug Screening, and 

MUCH , MUCH MORE! 

8 112 x 11, 11 2 pp., illus., quality softcover . 

$16.95 plus $3.00 P&H. Book Catalog $1.00. 

Money Back Guarantee. 
·································· 
Please send me ___ copies of 
Private Intelligence Secrets at 
$16.95 each , plus $3.00 P & H. 

Ohio Residents add SV2 Sales tax . 

Name 
Address·~~~~~~~~~~~-
City __ _ State __ Zip __ _ 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 308-MH • Sharon Center, OH 44274 USA 

COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 

82 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

li ------n I ;LIJ ! llf!llJ (1-
MAcH1NE GUN ~ 

I OWNER'S MANUALS I 
DESCRIPTION, SPECS., FUNCTIONING, 
DISASSEMBLY/ASSEMBLY, CLEANING, REPAIR 

& MAINTENANCE, STOPPAGES & IMMEDIATE ACTION, . 

I AND MORE. ILLUSTRATED, COMPLETE AND AUTHENTIC. HK I 
G3 (HK91) 54 PGS. $12.00, HK33 (HK93) 52 PAGES $12.00, UZI 
47 PGS. $9.00, MAC 10 35 PGS. $9.00, MP40 27 PGS. $8.00 
REISING SUBMACHINE GUN, 23 PGS., $6.00, BROWNING MA-
CHINE GUN, CALIBER .3 0, WATERCOOLED, MODEL OF 1917, 

1128 PGS., $7.00, HOTCHKISS MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1914, I 
8MM, 59 PGS .. $7.00, MAXIM AUTOMATIC MACHINEGUN, .30 
CALIBER, MODEL OF 1904, 74 PGS., $7.00, BENET-MERCIE 
MACHINE RIFLE, MODEL OF 1909, .30 CALIBER. 83 PGS., 
$7.00, COLT AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1895 .30 

I CALIBER, 53 PGS., $7.00, VICKERS MACHINEGUN . . 30 CALl-1 
BER, MODEL OF 1915, 70 PGS., $7.00, WALTHER MPK&MPKL 
SUBMACHINE GUN, 9MM, 23 PGS., $7.00, SWEDISH "K', M45, 
M45B, 9MM, 24 PGS .. $7.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS, 
11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD~ 

CA 9160H818J 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS ------
DESERT STORM 

RING 
A Great 

Welcome Home 
Gift! 

Alpha Silver 
(Blue Stone) 
$49.95 

Alpha Two 
Tone Gold (Red 
Stone) $54.95 

Birth Stone 
available $9.00 
extra 

Send Order to : 
(Include Ring Size) 
BUSH PILOT 
P.O. Box 541384 
Dallas . TX 75354-1384 LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
Listing of other service rings at same price available upon request 

rP-H"01o _______ :\ 
I CARD I I KITS SPECIAL IDENTIFICATION I 

t)> ~= I MONEY BACK • I 
GUARANTEE! r.'\_ z 

I Our Professional qual ity , \I I ,, I 
laminated photo cards wilt • - m o~ 
amazeyourassociates! We I 

I provide the cards, plastic 
laminate and easy instruc· z g! 

I tions! You provide only a :::.. I 
g~~l~i·s~~dri~~~~o p~i~~~~~ f No. 77903 -I ~ 

I your home! The result 1s a I 
distinctive , professional 

I 
system! The highest quality I 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 

I nowl $4 95 I only • C203 Boll Enforcement Agent 

L ___ select~~e!:... Kits: __ -1 
I 

C04 O Bounly Hunter C06 0 Mercenary I 
Cl 3 O Special lnvesligator C41 O Intelligence Officer 

I
C450 MAC-V (C IA), #1 C2120 Official Press I 
C600 MAC-V(CIA), #2 C46 0 Special Forces 

IC1400CB C47 O Seal Team I 
C52 O Air America Pilot Cl 8 0 Pilot I 

lco1 O Press Card C03 O Security 

I

C500 Phoenix Program C17 0 lnt'I Drivers Permit I 
C49 O Delta Force Cl 1 0 Private Investigator 

I 
C25 O Parachutist, Certilied C02 0 Bodyguard I 
C260 SCUBA, Certilied C12 O Security Consultant 

I C07 O Weapons Specialist C51 O Special Operations I 

I •i•K·}i I 
I NIC Law Enforcement Suoply I 
I 

220 Carroll Street Box 5g50-SV' I 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 

I COLOR CATALOG $2.00 OR FREE WITH ORDER I 

Name ---------- -------

1 Address I 
I City/State/ZIP I 
I Card # Exp. Date---· 

~
0 0 0 0 24-hourorderNo. 318-222-297;)0 
ISA M/C CHK MO Fax I J J 8-869-3228 ----------

NOTICE 
To 

CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful 10< sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of the following rifles: 
1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 
2. UZI and GaJil 
3. BereHa AA-70 (SC-70) 
4. CETMEC3 
5. Colt AR-15 series and CAA-15 series 
6. Daewoo K-1 . K-2, Max 1. and Max 2. 
7. Fabrique Nationale FNIFAL, FN/LAR and FNC 
8. FAMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91 , H-93. HK-94 and PSG-1 
10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
11 . SKS with detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Senes, and SIG PE-57 
13. Spnngfield AAnory BM59 and SAR-48 
14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. Valme! M62, M71 S and M78 
17. ArmaH!e AA-180 Carbine 
18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 
19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 
20. Mandall THE· TAC-1 Cart>ne 
21 . Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 
22. PJK M-68 Carbine 
23. 'Neaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the !allowing pistols: 
1. UZI 
2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC.9 

5. Mitchell Anns Spectre Auto 
6. Sterling MK-7 
7. Calico M-900 

c. All of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 

SWD Street Sweeper 
3. Encom CM-55 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

The sugg. Retail. 

Strongest 
Sharpest 
Knives in 
the World 
Are Just 
a Phone
Cal/Away 

See over 35 exciting blades in full 
color. Prices from $10 to $275, 
and all tremendous value for 
money! Call for free catalogs: 

tOLOfTEEL 
800/258-1655 

Sam to 5pm PDT. You must be over 18. 
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For Sport -You Aim 
In Combat - You Point 

At the close ranges of combat (2 to 
8yards)onlythetried andtrue method 
of instinctive pointing works. 

In his videos. John Mcsweeney. a 
weapons expert and combat veteran 
teaches you his system of natural 
shooting. Asan 8th degree karate black 
belt he also gives you the best of karate 
in his system of unarmed self-defense. 

Point-Shooting Video C60Minl $24.95 
Tiger Moves<30Min) $19.99 
Power strikes (60Minl $24.99 
Unarmed Self-Defense l<90MinlS29.99 
Unarmed Self-Defense 2<90 Min>S29.99 

Pay by check. money order or credit card 
To:CITY VIDEO PRODUCTION, Inc. 

350 West Ontario, Suite 4SF 
Chicago, II. 60610 (312) 915-0220 

If you pay by Visa/Master Card please include 
name, number and expiration date of card. Add 
$3.00 for shipping and handling. Illinois residents 
include 8% sales tax. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "lnvlslble'1 to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Flies 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE/ 
Don't wait! Order TODA YI! 

ONLY $18.95 
r:------ -EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Sla1er "C", Box 841().AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your jO Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I !California residents plme add 6% sales tax.) I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
1citv I 
I State Zio _I 

______________ .. 
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THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today. corpora!rons. proless1onal 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually 10 in· 
sure privacy in !heir offices and homes where 1mportan1 plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formula!cd 
The .. HOUN D DOG .. 1s a wise 1nves1men1 for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device 1s now hidden. 
or may be hrdden in the future . in either home or oftice . No 
radio transm11ter . no matter how well 11 may have been hid· 
den. can escape deleclion by lhe ·· HOUND DOG .. 

The "HOUND DOG" 1s an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose ol 1ocahng hrdden transmitlers 
An average size olf1ce or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a mat1er o! minutes . The "HOUND DOG" smfls out any 
transmllters hidden in pictures. walls. desks. cha1rs . etc .. 
regardless ol 1he1r operating frequency . 

The .. HOUND DOG" IS simple to use Single knob adJUSl· 
ment cahbrales !he meter and any 1ransm11ter signal received 
1s 1nd1ca1ed by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls . chai rs . pictures . desks. etc . the presence 
of any transm111er w1ll cause a nse in !he meter reading The 
meter reading will continue 10 nse as the probe approaches 
the transm1t1er 

We beheve you w1ll l1nd the .. HOUND DOG " oulper1orms 
most other urnls selhng for seve:1 at limes the price This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one 1s backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us 

Meler Call brale 

~;~lt§i!llW 
SIZE 16x24x821NCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many lines mor? power1ul lhan other transmtters . 
Transmits up to V.. mile lo any FM radi> ·Easy 10 
Assemble Kl · up 10 9V batte<y (not Ind.) 

' $19.95 
Call 407·725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne. FL 32902. coo·s OK. For a 
catak>g of transmitters, voice scrambff3rs & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. ASOO+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

MASS MURDERS & 
THE MAFIA FAMILY 
TRADING CARDS 
40 different cords in 
each Specially Boxed 
collector set. A unique 
investment opportunity! 
Moss Murderer set 
contains original artwork 
of infamous criminols 
and psychos while the 
Mafia Family cord set 
features RARE photos on 
the front. Cord sets hove bios 
ond histo on bock. 
$9.95 PER SET, 

PLUS $2.00 
SHIPPING 

Mail Che<k or Money Order To: 
MOTHER PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. Box 325 DEPT. SF 
Atwood, California 9260 I 

~b\ FLAGS 
Tell The World You Served! • 

Size 3' x 5' with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 

Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 ----------Select From 

I 0 U.S.A. 0 AIR BORNE I 
0 VIETNAM VETERAN O IST. CAVALRY I ARMY 0 KILL EM ALL LET I 

I 
0 P.O.W./M.l.A. GOD SORT EM OUT I 
0 U.S.M.C. BULL DOG O SKULL & BONES 

I 0 NAZI (WWII) 0 CONFEDERATE I 
0 ARMY O MESS WITHE BEST 

I B ~~v~ORCE 0 fJ~~I~~ rn~ER~ST I 
I 0 MARINES OR LEAVE I 

0 COAST GUARD 0 SPECI AL FORCE'S 
I IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 I 
I P.O. Box 41156 • ChicaQo, IL 60641 I 

Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt I delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. I 
I Name I 
I Address ---------- - - I 

City. State. Zip --- --------

L Viet Nam Veteran Owned .J ----------
WHY PAY MORE? 
Save With These 

CLOSEOUT SPECIALSlll 

~zJ 
RADIO FLASHUGtfT 

Our new Radio 
Fleshllght features a 

high frequency AM/FM 
radlo ... flaahllghl .. bllnklng 
llght..plus a loud alnln 
for emergenclea.Comes 
with a canylng strap. 8 
1/2' long amf runs on 
4'AA"~. 

XX1 ~ $17.95 

Al The Items 
Pictured Below Are 
Contalned In The 

W- llght 
Compartment In The 
Handles Of Survival 

Knlv&a (B) No. 
XZ2 • •1e.95 

FLOATING FISHERMEN'S KNIFE 
Knife meaauras 11" and feetures a 

#14514 Born In atalnleaa ateet blade, contoured grip. 
The USA Floating handle and w--proof ahealh. 

EE3 • $111.115 XZ1 • $19.95 

E.G. ETC. 
PO Box 44142 Phoenix, AZ. 85064 

Yes, Please eend 
(Indicate Quantity) 

__ XZ1 _XX1 

__ XZ2 _EE3 

Enclosed, please 1lnd my __ check or __ M.O. 

for $ ___ plus $3.00 P&H for each Item 

To1al Amount Enclosed $. _____ _ 

NAME·----------~ 
ADDRESS _________ _ 

CITY ____ STATE~_~P 

CA, NY, Ml add approp. aa1ea tax. 
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CLASSIFIED 
. ft: . • 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per 
insertion - $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PRE
PAID. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, a telephone number (for our 
files) and full payment. Advertisers offering information 
packets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets 
will not be returned). Name, address and telephone 
number are to be included in your word count. 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 equals 2 words; 80306 equals 
1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm, U.S. 
count as one word each. Hyphenated words and 
telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL IN$PECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be prod
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re
stricted, prohibited or subject to special 
licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult the local 
law enforcement authorities in their 
area. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
DEADLINES FOR ALL CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

'92 Issues 
JAN 

Deadline 
SEPT. 12 
OCT. 24 
NOV. 21 
DEC.16 
JAN. 23 
FEB. 20 
MAR.19 
APR. 23 
MAY21 
JUN. 18 
JUL23 
AUG. 20 

FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

Classified Dept. 
PO Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 

Classified Ads Cannot Be 
Taken Over Telephone 

APPAREL 
WORLDWIDE MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, New t6 Page 
Calalog of Camouflage & Gear from around lhe World! Calalog 
S1 .00 A.HA. Box 21606 Denver. CO 80221 (169) 

"' DEATH FROM WITHIN"' HARD DROP CAFE T-SHIRTS 
(M .L.XL) $t 5ppd (XXL add $2): IAAD-SOF, Box 7682 The 
Woodlands TX 77387-7682. (172) 
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Pouches for Gali). 

AK. M- 16 Mags. 
Firs1 Aid Ki1 s. 
Ra1ions and extra gear. 
Genuine. Au1hen1ic. 
SADF issue. brown nylon. 
Money back guaran1ec. 
Visil/Mastcrcharge. 
American Express . check. 
money order or call 
1-800·234·2775 
Fax: 415-861 ·3957 

SINCE 1939 

$13 9·99 l<APlANS 
Free Catalog: Call or wn1e for Kaplan's Free Catalog 
fea1uring mili1ary gear from around 1he world 

1055 Market Street · San Francisco. CA 94103 

NAZI GENERALS CAP 
State .... S.M. or Lg. Size = $88.00 
Shoulder Boards, ... .. Set = 31 .00 
Coller Tabs ........ Set = 18.00 
Complete, ... Knights cross = 21 .00 

The Complete Set IN STOCK 
all 4::: $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog z $5.00 Free with Order 

DIRECT IMPORT! 
COLLECTOR AIRSOFT GUNS 

"THE FUN OF INDOOR SHOOTING" 
Shoots 6MM plastip or paint-filled BB'sl 

M203 

SEMI & FULL AUTO! 

AELAIRSOFT 

ANDA 
LOT MORE!!! 

875A Island Drive, Suite #145, Alameda, CA 94501-0425 
(415) 522-1798 

open 24 hours/? days for COD phone orders only 
Send $3.00 for illustrated catalog 

RETAIL• WHOLESALE• MAIL ORDER 

EARN AMAZING PROFITS FROM ASSAULT PROTECTION PRODUCTS 

Billions of dollars are spent on products to prevent 
and guard against assault. You can earn huge 
p,rofits from the sale of our selection of tear gas 
devices. stunguns and other effective products. 
Send for free information to: S&J PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES, P.O. BOX 10154, DEPT. SF·1 , 
YAKIMA. WASHINGTON 98909-1154 . Send $3 .95 
to cover shipping and we will send you a free 
sample of our best seller $20.00 value. (BOO) 
735-1797. 

DESERT 3-TONE CAMOUFLAGE, 1991 Issue designed for 
use in "Desert Storm" Unissued $70.00 su~. A.HA, Box 21606 
Denver, CO 8022t (169) 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 
UNARMED COMBAT. Practical self·defense for the urban 
jungle. lllustraled book St2.00. LIBRA ENTERPRISES, Box 
3t719, San Francisco, CA 94131 . (t69) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send S22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401 ·Z. Secaucus, NJ 07096. (t 80) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research malerials. 
Videocassettes. photographs. literature, Zapruder film. Cata
logue: S3. Collector's Archives: Box 2 Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6. (176) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books and videos available for men 
of action and adventure! Send $1 .00 to: Paladin Press, PO Box 
1307-tGOT. Boulder. CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (170) 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CAT AlOG WITH PURCHASE - All.OW 4-6 WEEKS 

LEE CUSTOM WATCHES 
P.O. BOX 16000-170 

Lubbock, TX 79490-6000 
(Send Check or Money Order) 

(Include $3.00 for S&H) 

NEW 
CREATION 

THE 
'PATRIOT" 

vs. 
"SCUD" 
WATCH 

The "Scud is blown up in mid-air by the "Patriot" 
missile. (The Scud is flying around the watch.) 
This gold tone metal case watch comes in 2 
qualities: Quartz and Mechanical, and 2 sizes: 
Men's and smaller size for ladies and children, 
with genuine leather band. 

QUARTZ: $49.95/MECHANICAL: $39.95 

Only those 
who earned the 
Vietnam Service 
Ribbon in the service of their 
country can wear QUIET PRIDE©. A 
replica of the Vietnam Service Ribbon on 
top. Your Service Bram.h Emblem on the 
side. Solid gold or gold ;J sterling silver. 
Priced from $196 to $358. F r ee 
brochure or call 800-828-4279. 
QP, P.O.Box 533974, Orlando, FL 32803 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers, birth/death, credit and confidential court records. 
Author reveals every source known. Locale old friends, lost 
lovers. debtors and enemies. For profit. fun or adventure. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send $t4.95 plus St .75 postage. 
BOOKS OF INTRIGUE, Dept. B, 13575 Martinique, Chino Hills, 
CA 91709 (CA residents add sales tax) . (169) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1000 entries completely cross
referenced. It would take 15 books lo equal lhe information 
jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2 x 11 hardcover volume. $49.95 
plus S3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, PO Box 
2630-F, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders call 
24 hours, (BOO) 448·6280. (169) 

NEW, DESERT STORM BOOKS - 1. SEA POWER. 2. AIR 
POWER. and 3. LAND POWER $11 .95 each. Also, THE AK47 
STORY, evolution of the Kalashnikov weapons, 256 pages, 
$12.95. SMALL ARMS TODAY, latest report on the world's 
weapons and ammunttion. 480 pages, $19.95, both by E.G. 
Ezell. WINGED SABERS, Air Cavalry in Vietnam, 350 photos. 
$24 .95. U.S. ARMY UNIFORMS OF THE VIETNAM WA.A, 400 
photos. $24.95. Shipping $3.50 per order. CAPO'S, 261 Main 
Street. Duryea. PA 18642. (t 69) 
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BRAMHAM ENTERPRISES INC. 
Radio Communications Equipment 

Transcrypt International, Reim, Yaesu, Tait 

1795 Donna Lynn Drive 
Smyrna, GA 30080 

(800) 548-6628 FAX (404) 436-8833 

TUNDRA 
SHEPHERDS 

Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power. Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra Wolf -
World's Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $3. 

WKE Ltd. 
Rt.1Box94 

Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 

ARRIVE ALIVE, TONY SCOTil'S COMPLETE COUNTER AM· 
BUSH-ANTITERRORIST DRIVING COURSE. Here's a crash 
course in recognizing and escaping ambushes on the road 
before they become unsolvable and deadly emergencies. 
.Ac1ion-packed footage shows high-speed turns. braking and 
ramming . .bciual assassinations are analyzed for how the killers 
exploited weaknesses in securrty. Color, approx. 58 min., VHS 
only. Send S63.95ppd to Paladin Press. PO Box 1307-1JQK, 
Boulder CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (170) 

INVESTIGATOR'S GUIDE TO INFORMATION RESOURCES. 
VISA/MC (818) 367-0t54 or send SJS.00 to A1 DATA, Dept. 
SOF. PO Box 922169. Sylmar. CA 91392. (172) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grantsnoans to $500.000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-8600. (KWS) (170) 

COLLECTORS 
WWII RELICS! Cheaper than certain ··well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers.medals.helmets. 
Catalog. SS (refundable). Telephone: 612-689-1146. MILl
TARIA. Box 261 -D. Cambridge. MN 55008.(169) 

MIUTARIA:West German, East Genman, Soviet. WWI, WWII, 
original and reenactors equipment. Call 215-398-2650. list 
$1.00 Eagle Arms, RT. 222, Breinigsville PA 18031 (169) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches. books. DI pins T-shirts. Catalog 
$1 . SATCONG, Box 177VF. Syracuse. NY 13208. (178) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia. flags, medals. uniforms, 
T-shirts. posters. camouflage. World"s biggest catalog. SJ.00. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse. NY 13208 (178) 
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FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Bulkl
lng Teftonnl..Coated BulJet1 •Jamming Speed 
Ra<S.r •Titanium Wame.dl •Activating Inert 
Gren9del •Hypersecure Encryption •Rocket 
We.pons -Clandestine Pyro ExpoM •WNring 
A Wire •Oefeltlng Alanna •Fort>kklen Tech 
Marketplace •Survalllance Photography 
eComputer Ylruaes •Sctambllng/Descram~ 
Ing •Ultruonlc Weapons •Morel 8.5x11, 258 

., su•"'1<' - 0~.,.n too1o mMty paget. A Fresh & Luckl Look II F~ 
11 Foo-.,...1...,nno1<>9, den Teehnok>gyt $33 domestic i>09t.age JMid. 

Mick Tyner Reglatry Dlstrtbutlng, 1616 17th St, Ste 3n, 
~------~ Denver co 80202. Sokf on to Inform. 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 
s"\\t'\\ \&. ..• 
~,c. /oo 

411 % ~ 
Ott). Q'lq 

"'1Qa'eo ,-,, 

We Pay Postage 14, u 
* More "muzzle" energy than so:'i .22 cJI. cartridges. 
* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball ISO cal.) 200 fl. per soc. * Our 300 yard rang•. * Kill instantly grouS!, duck, squirrel. rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badg•r. "•n coyote. 
* Shoots SO cal. holes elm thru l /4" plywood. * Up to SO lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 exlra power bends: $25.W 
Exira power bands: $4.W pa set. Ammo: $8.W pa lb. 

,, .~"°~· ,, 
S• • 't.,j;,\ ~01.e. ~!" · • • +" ••.• ,,. •••• "'~" 

(,~ ' .. ,~;:, ~~<!' 1•' (,~ 
' ~t-~ ••• .-'~,·-:..-··· ' ~~~ 

llllrrto.. ,,• c,e.~ e•\.· .. ~\.cP '.• 
0!.o•• Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 

ROii Slncla.lr 7415 Soath V.llff Vltw Bh·d., Las Vtaas.. NV 89118 

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
Record telephone conversations in your 0M1ce 01 
Mme CDnnects between any cassetle or tape 
recorder and your 1e1ephone ~ine . Slarls auto· 
maticalty when phone is answered. Records t>oth 
sides ol conversation Stops recorder when 

S1ll 1 cu. in. phone is hung up. 

$19.95EACH 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more power1ul inan 1ther 1ransmc1ers 
Transmits up 10 1h mile to a'ly FM radlO ·Easy 10 
Assemble KR · up to JI/ banef'f {:io1 me; ) 
FOi' catalog ol Transmnters. Vo1te Scramblers ano 
other speciany ~ems. enclose S?. 00 to USl Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or oend $19.95 + $1.00 
ah\pp\ng per Item to: US\ Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Me\boorne, FL 32902 COO'a OK. 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans. Box 890638, 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (t71) 

STONER 63A parts wanted. Jay Tee's. PO Box 39, Marhsall, IL 
62441 . (170) 

BRITISH 'SCOTI\SH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental 
Insignia: Blazer Crests: Ties: Plaques: Tankards: Berets: Betts: 
Officers Canes: Patches: Prints: Posters: Medals: Books: 
Cassettes: Videos etc.. of elite Brttish/Scottish Regiments. 
including SAS. Paratroops, Guards. Black Watch, Royal 
Marines. RAF & RN, etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS. Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 
37205. (169) 

BOOTY FROM THE '67 WAR.Tommy Style with leather 
furnishings. Excellent. $15.00. battle scarred $10.00: $3.50 
Shipping and Handling. REYCORP. PO Box 3772, Chatsworth 
CA 91313. (170) 

WANTEO!Serious Collector buying: Authentic Shrunken Heads. 
NO MONKEYS1 SS and fine Nazi items. NO REPRODUC
TIONS' Send photos. prices. to: The Headman. PO Box 590. 
Riderwood MD 21139 (169) 

SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE UNIFORMS, 1968 Vietnam 
Pattern worn in "The Green Berets" New $72.00, Matching 
Boonie Hat $16.00. A.H.A .. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221 
MasterCard & VISA Accepted' (169) 

UNITED NATIONS BERETS. Sky Blue Beret with Enamelled 
U.N. Badge Unissued $30.00. A.HA. Box 21606. Denver. CO 
80221 . (169) 

UNITED NATIONS MEDALS. Full size, Korea, UNEF t956, 
Observer, Namibia, or lran.lraq $35.00 each. Miniatures 
$15.00 each. Catalogue $3.00 cash. lnvicta International, 
740 Gladstone, Ottawa. Canada. K1R 6X5. (172) 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
MEN - WOMEN -
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 

-· LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
:-, ~ OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 

~ , •'> TECHNIQUES ,1A Iii 
~~ST1yflo.-t J' FROM THE ~ •.• )Zt.;r!..,1(.....,.. 

, . l_ I ~ EXPERTS. ~ .... ~~~.~:,,. ~ 
EST '~ 11 1' .. I' 
1913 CALL NOW 617-721-4292 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 

NAME _________________ _ 

ADDRESS_~~-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY 

Send $2.00 

STATE ZIP 

WITH FRAME \lC2 -1L1c"1 .. 1 

s 118 °s~ECIAL 
Original and current Gt issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
·o· rings inside the main compartment to sllonen 
pack if not fdled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with GI Frame sttaps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
0 .0. Nylon win carry 70 lbs. easy. 

For 200 Item Catalog\ 
ORDERING INSTRUCl\ONS: Money Order, personal 
checks or Visa & Masler Card gladly accepted. NO 
COO's. All merthandise is 100¥.guaranteeil. Residents 
olAlaska,Hmliand PuertuRicoadd S'iilorshipping. ~201 )948-6260;D 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
A 1940 through Current ~ 

'
"Large Catalog, $2.00 (.'fjv.«i 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133 •SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 I 

Import Catalog $4.00 

BRITISH REGnun IMPORTS 
Department-4 

P.O. Bax 50473 • Nashvllle, TN 37205 

NEW 48 PAGE COLOR CATALOG of Aviation and Nautical 
Memorabilia. Includes nostalgic prints. keepsakes. balsa wood 
airplane kits. basswood ship kits. handcarved display models. 
books and videos. Ca1alog S2. Charles River Landing. Dept. 
109. Box 775, Needham Hts .• MA 02194. (t69) 

GENUINE VIETNAM MILITARY WRIST WATCHES, Several 
modes. all w~h specs on back. Also a tew WWII Sf.00 for list 
refundable. F. Hougham c/o 601 Mason Ave .. Daytona Beach. 
FL 321t7. (169) 

IRAQI SHOULDER PATCHES. Original. Captured by 82nd 
Airborne troops in Kuwait. Limited quantity. $10.00 each+ $1 .50 
PIH. Other STUFF available. TMP, B-133, Custercity. PA 16725. 
(170) 
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ul_,_..,.wi_,..-...6. 
THE DANGER OF 

EXPLOSIVES 

~J-r0 ·b 

DESERT STORM COLLECTIBLES 
Authentic Reproductions of Dangerous 

Explosive Warning posters made for 
distribution in KUWAIT. 

Printed on Museum Quality 1acid·lree) paper 
Size: 23 x 31 Suitable For Framing Send $7.00 + $3 .00 

shipping / handling 10: 
Nix and Associates 

2301 Lazyhollow, Suite #355A 
Houston, Texas 77~ 

Cash, Checks, & Money Orders accepted 
Allow 3·4 weeks for delivery 

• Up to $5000 free and clear-30 days. 
• Survive w/o a salary • Cash Income. 
• How to be working In 48 hours. 
• Get college degrees by mall. 
• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 
• $100,000 credll on signature alone. 
• Business money secrets, sources. 
• Visa/MasterCard-no credll check. 

.llllillllllilllilll• FREE 40..page catalog 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

$2." Shipping 
Handling 

MARKS II & CO. 

P.O. Box 150655 

Arlington, TX 76015 

$1" For RUSH DELIVERY 

PLEASE ALLOW 2 • 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
401 SSF PROGRESS Bl VD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

8 J 5 223- J J 59, Ask For David 

SCARCE DESERT STORM EMERGENCY SUN COMPASS . 
S9 95 or three for $25.00 ppd. Visa. MC. (719) 269-1765. (169) 

AUTHENTIC DESERT STORM PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS, 
includes 6 different 25 dinar (banknote) leaflets and translations. 
15 different 520 ARVA. PO Box 2•1. Ft. Campbell. KY 42223 . 

(169) 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19.278 topics available! 306-page 
catalog - rush $2.00. Research. 11322 Idaho, #206EX. Los 
Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 

(Calttorn ia: 213-477-8226) (179) 
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• Full S ize U.S. Meda ls, 
UN and RVN Medals 

• Miniature Medals 
• Official Ribbons 
• Rank Badges 
• Personal Service • A ll Guaranteed! 

SEND $1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 

MEDALS OF AMERICA 
1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 

FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 

SHOCKING MANUALS!! 
Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS "60 MINUTES". Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 
2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 

ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (SOS) 434-0234 

CUSTOM ELECTRONICS 
DEVICES 

We specialize in the fabrication of made to 
order and unorthodox electronic or 
electromechanical devices to your speci· 
fications. Near anything is possible, radio 
control, security, gadgets, etc. 
Send us a description for a free estimate. 

Confidentiality is guaranteed. 
RAIDER ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS 

LABORATORY #557 
177 TELEGRAPH ROAD 
BELLINGHAM, 'M 98226 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ uc 40.000 rn:ns 
Hats·Badges-Medals ol all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), Ian wilt, 

~~~tS.~~~~9~~ ~ii~~'s,~~!"si~~8£ 
M, o< Lg . . . . $68.00 

~1Ty~~~~~~8i~a~~ 2~.8898 
(Free with order) 

W. W .#2 ltd .. Box 2063-T. St. Louis. MO 63158 

ACCREDITED DEGREES - Police Science, Security, Busi
ness Administration, etc. through correspondence - Catalog: 
U.S.-$4 .00. Foreign-$6.00 (American currency) - St. John's 
University 31916SF. University Circle. Springfield. Louisiana 
70462-91008. (174) 

EMPLOYMENT 
OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 585. Dearborn, Ml 48120. (171) 

WA.NTED: Police Officers - Book written by police officer 
guides you through the officer selection process. Write for free 
details to : Elizabeth Press. P.O. Box 820825, Ft. Worth. TX. 

76182-0826. (170) 

FEDERAL Ll>lN ENFORCEMENT: Employment guide lists over 
30 Federal AgenVOfficer careers: Job Descriptions, Qualifica
tions, Application Procedures and more. $8.95, FCF Guide, PO 
Box 2176. Brunswick. GA 31521-2176. (169) 

FIREARMS 
AK-47 Kalashnikov automatic weapons. Have 8.000 brand new 
crated with extra clip . Priced to sell immediately. Call (702) 
369-0304. Ask for Gordon. (169) 

FOR SALE 
THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY: Free Brochu,e· Mentor. Box 

1549-G. Asbury Park. NJ 07712 . (171) 

r- - -srreei"'Leih81- --, 
I SPEED KILL I I l:B" Can you hit a man 11 times or more In one second or less? I 
I 

l:B" Can you drop a man to his knees with one blow? I 
l:B" Can you win a fight In 3 soconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Wamor Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford , OR 97501 f503) 535-3188 I 
- - ~ O.!!!,A~M.!!.!;, ~ ~0~1- _ _J 

•

From Germany· aus JENA 
Experience !he Ul1ima1e 
in BRILLIANCE & 
CLARITY! 

aus JENA 
Porro & Roof 

Prism 
Binoculars 
Military 

Binoculars 
Rifle scopes 

The world's finest in 
sporting optics is now 
available . 
Europtik, Ltd. 
PO Box 3 19 
Dunmore, PA 18509 
(7 17) 347-6049 

" LIVE THE ADVENTURE'": A rugged 3-color, full-size bumper 

sticker with a stunning logo. Send $3.50 to Rogue Productions, 
PO Box 4972. Woodbridge, VA 22194-4972. (169) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, America's Largest Supplier of 
Current Issue British Equipment. Camouflage . Headgear, etc .. 
Ca1alog $1 .00. B.M.S .. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 . (169) 

CHRISTMAS GAME FOR IBM COMPATIBLE COMPUTERS. 
Send S25.00/Ppd . for 5.25" disk 10: Brayshaw Software . P.O. 

Box 175. Battery Park, VA 23304. (169) 

DUAL-PURPOSE TOOL: Facimily of the popular "Leatherman 
Tool" used in Operation Desert Storm (without the high price) . 
Pocket tool kit featuring 12 separate tools including a kn iie 
blade: invaluable to the combat soldier. can fix. adjust. or 
improvise any number of things. Complete with case $14.95. 
SeisHombres. PO Box 421641, Del Rio. TX 78842. (169) 

GULF WAR PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS.Authentic leaflets 
airdropped over Iraq. One complete set $9 .95. Three for $25.00 
While supplies last. Satisfaction Guaranteed. WarWaste, PO 

Box 63. W. Spfld .. MA 01089 (169) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin $10.00 each 
plus S3.00 postage. Call 1-601-833-6891 for card orders. 
Complete coin list 52.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven. 

MS 39601-3304 . (170) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTER KITS! Surtace Mount Trans
mitters! Tracking Transmitters! Voice Disguisers! Bug Detectors! 
Phone Snoops' More' Kit Catalog $2 .00: XANDI ELECTRON
ICS. Box 25647. Dept. 40V. Tempe Al. 85285-5647. (169) 
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ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS 

<>,,IJJ,,-, .... (\~ 
AIRBORNE T-SHIRT S-XXI $11+$3 POST 

IDF WEBBING, HELMET, INSIGNIAS, UNIFORMS, T-SHIRTS 
CATALOG $2 (FREE WITH T-SHIRT ORDER) 

IMP P.0 .B. 31006, TEL AVIV 61310 , ISRAEL 

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUS TRY. LEARN SKTP TRAC TNC &: MT TNVESTJCA
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60% OF PI WORK &. GENERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS. LEARN THE 11 RIGHT STUFT" TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOCATE SK IPPERS & Mls' THROUGH ATC 'S EX
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINTNC PROGRAM - 552 PA
GES , 7 BOOKS TN .l ! INCLUDES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS
SARY (OVER Boo CURRENT MAJOR PR I VATE &. PUBL1C 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON
LINE DA TABASES &. MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR ( 199 1 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE). 

CONTA INS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTI GATION FEATU
RES &. PATTERNS. LEARN I N LESS THAN 2 MONTHS . 
START AGENCY WITH MINIMAL INVESTMEN T. TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNIT I ES - 50-i OOK - TN THIS " FIELD OF TH E 
FUTURE" . lHMEDIATE COKKERCTAL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAY I TN BUSINESS ! 

~ FOR COMPLETE TN FORMATIO' SESD $2.00 (RE-
-- FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 16 PAGES INFO-PACK. 

ATC: T/IE LEADER IN TRACING EXPERTISE 
& MI INVESTIGATIONS' 

~merican Tracing Corp. * 289 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401·8320 * 

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 
Natlon·wlde need for Ball Bond Investigators. 
Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experiencing a 
greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in the door 
as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells how! 
Have pen and paper ready. Cali 1 ·900·988·9808, ext. 228. 
($2/min./5 minute call) Off duty mllltary welcome! 

UNUSUAL BOOKS,VIOEOS! Surveillance, Counler-measures, 
weapons, survival, revenge, government, military, hundreds 
more• Discount Catalog $4.00. Freedom Book Company, Box 
520294·C, Salt Lake City, UT 64152. (169) 

FREE 
40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opportunities. 
Home businesses. Divorce tricks. New identity. cred it, jobs, 
degrees. Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, 
Fountain \!llley, CA 92728. (174) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranleed satisfaction. Send $1. 
for postage: Melisa. P.O. Box 1755 Dept SF90·L. Honolulu, HI 
96806. (170) 

LONELY? SINGLE LADIES/GENTS in your area want lo write 
you! FREE photo brochure. Truematch 1-800-521-8192, Box 
14567-SF, Las Vegas. NV 89114 . (171) 

INSTRUCTION 
INVESTIGATION CAREER.Quick. easy home study. 12 les· 
sons. Become a professional . Free information. Shaw lnvestiga· 
l ion (Since 1971 ). Call (800) 272·6680. (169) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER • Six sample copies 
"Covert Intel Letter"_ $2.00 USA, $4.00 Overseas. Adventure, 
Blood, Guts. Horizone, POB 67, St Charles MO 63302. (169) 

EVER \IANTED CHEAPER BEER? Complete manual to 
convert refrigerator to draft beer system. Send $12.00 to 
Draftee, 1498 Foxfarm Road, Manistee, Michigan 49660. (169) 

SKS, AK47, or AKM Technical manuals $6.00. Maintenance 
manuals SS.00. Big Cutaway nomenclature posters $9.00. 
Allied. Drawer 5070-FC, Glendale. AZ. 85312. (169) 

DOG TAGS. U.S. Milrtary. Replace or create. Five lines up to 
fifteen characters. Full set (2) including chains and silencer 
$9.00. Will ship same day. Berry Bunch, 19527 Four Oaks, 
San1a Clarita, CA 91351 . (805) 251 ·6227. (169) 
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20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, start ing a1 $9850. 
Trou t fishing , backpacking, camping . Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near e5tablished towns. 
Ye llowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN· 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED T!Tll, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
'Video Available· 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800·592·5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722- (406) 845·1000 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Publications • Videos 
$3 for details: 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

BIG 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

"Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.I. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home·study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn : 

* How to get o n the " fast track" to big money 
* All fundamenta ls of privale investigation a nd 

su rvei llance 
* How to start your own detective agency 
* Where to buy state-of-the-art e lectronic detection 

equipme nt 
* How to operate from home, n o investment required 
* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 

THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BALDNESS 
No transplants , toupees , tapir.al ap· 
plications , or novellies. NEW pro· 
cess is simple. HEALTHY, all 
nalural . and absolutely FREE. Grow 
your ow n confidentially . 
guaranteed 1 

HOME REMEDIES, PO Box 3871 , Sh1wnoe Mission, K1n111 66203 

WHAT DO PRl'ATE INVESTIGATORS KNOW? Booklel on 
P.I. Sources of Information. Compiled by Retired Police 
Detective. 41 pages. Send $15.00 ppd. to D.E.B. , Surte J349, 
8547 E. Arapahoe Road, Greenwood Village. CO 80112. (169) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories' Federal, Police, 
Surveillance, Survival, Milrtary, Car Phones, More' Big catalog! 
CAB, PO Box 56·F, Cammack, NY 11725. (169) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 . for police catalog. B-PEC Dept 
SF591 Box 7638, Sunnymead. CA 92303 (170) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credrt is no problem. We'll 
help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500-$50,000. Not a 
loan company. UAC, Dept SF, PO Box 26295, Birmingham, AL 
35226 or call 1·(800) 326-8284 . (169) 

ORIENTAL LADIES overseas want correspondence/marriage. 
Respectable, tradrtional , loyal. Direct contact. INTRODUC
TIONS, Box 230SF, 2421 W. Pratt. Chicago IL 60645. (169) 

R&R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy a playful vacation In the 
Philippines with exollc oriental escorts 24 hours a day. 
\lication, Box 43(SOF), Bellerose, NY 11426. (169) 

50,000 BIG MAPS (Anyplace) : Iraq , Vietnam, Ohio-Anyplace! 
Tactical, Surplus, Navy, CIA, topographies. Catalog $3.00 
(refundable) Allied. Drawer 5070-F, Glendale. AZ. 85312. (169) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BOUNTY HUNTER. Call 1-900·847· 
4466, $2.99 first minute $1 .49 atter. Adults only. (170) 

AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
German 1942 Mfg_ ORIGINAL sand & lklsl !IOtltlfes, 

sllll in ther pocl<et poudt 
Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA State S·M- 0< 

Lg Size. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay postage. Our 250 page 11,jly ilustrated 

catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 
W'W!tll•l1lililil:t:LJltJji•Ilf:W 

St. Loul•, 11083158 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 

Personal Protection Dogs • Guard Dogs • 
Narcotics/Explosive Detection • Police Patrol 
Dogs • Dual Purpose • Sales/Lease • Drug 
Testing • Professional Training for your Dog • 

DEA Reg. •RC0124797 
Tx. DPS Reg. #G0068380 Tx. License #C·5343·9 

A professionaly Innovative approach to 
your security needs 

CENTEX SECURITY K·9 SERVICES 
24235 Natural Bridge Caverns Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78266·1601 
1-512-651-5838 

r-------------------1 
I .., BE A PARALEGAL! I 
I America's No. 1 home study paralegal I 
I program. Attorney-instr ucted . Prepare I 
I now for your law career! School of Para· I 

legal Studies, Dept. LMrn 2245 Perim· 
I eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 
I FREE CAREER BOOKLET: I 
I CALL 800·223·4542 I L-------------------J 

NIC, Inc. 2 

(31 

MAKE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS INTO milrtary equipment! FREE 
INFOAMATION1 Harvard Classified Information Bank, One 
Kendall Square. Surte #268. Cambridge MA 02139. (169) 

WIN THE BATILE! Join the force for life and lreedom. We've 
got the publications, programs and organization you've been 
looking for _ $2.00 for information, $20.00 for years membership 
and big monthly newsletter. Live Free. Box 1743, Harvey, IL 
60426. (169) 

JAPAN SELF DEFENSE FORCE. Came Uniforms. Boots. 
Fighter SQCF-1. F-4EJ. F-15J) Patches. Fleet SACHSS-1B. 
P-2J. P-3) Patches. Send S3 or International reply coupons 3 
copies for list. Hideo Suzuki, 1522, Nirei, Sanwamachi, 
Sashima"9un. lbaraki·ken. 306·01 Japan. (169) 

Vl>.LKYRIEISWAN KNIGHT VETERANS: Tired of being on the 
beach? Re·up wrth The Goddess Freya, Noss, Gersemi, Loki, 
buddies. High Desire inquiries only lo 203·453-2697. 24 hrs. 7 
days. (170) 
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_, • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
- .... self reliance can lead you to an excit· 

ing career opportunity. Solve myster-
UR . ies, bring criminals to justice, prot-.:d ac.T the innocent. Experts guide you every 

step vf the way. Men and women 
EOUIPllEllT needed to w ork In challenging situa

=:.::.-r, ::1=:, k\1tions, withstanding hardships, = ,., ...... ui make on the spot decisions. 
.... ~-:::::::;.. Learn the latest investiga-
!111111-.. llloMlu.,. tive techniques using special :Z:::C::-""'"-'· law enforcement equipment 

. . . the same equipment 
med by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

"-"•a by Calif. Dql. of hbllc ,,,.,_,, 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
r
1 

DEPT. SG 111 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 1 
Ruah me your "o.i.ctt .. " C--Kit-No.-,,,.,, wlll caU. I 

.I •-I 
,..... I 
'~-----------;.! 

WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO. . . ~ 

HIUrl'AUY ~ l'EllH~l.ES 
MAGAZlllE 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.O. Box 1748-L e Union. NJ 07083 
nm ltlAllUE'l'Pl.A(:E 

HHl MUl'l'AUY \ ' EHU:l.ES 

****************** 

BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

c .· VHS ONLY$39.95 
By the massed bands or the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

WWII GERMAN LIST NOOI SF IS BESTI Only $5 Cash' Richard 
Wagner. Box 84, New York, NY 10024-0084. (171) 

FORT. Plain of Reeds. Vielnam: t t xi 4 color pholo suitable for 
framing St 1.95. Brochure $1 . nm Kerr. PO Box 9342. Seattle. 
Wash. 98109. (169) 

START NOW! YOUR SHOW BIZ CAREER Call the beginning 
1 ·900-346-5577, advanced 1-900·346-5586, $2.99 first minute. 
St .49 atter. Under 18 parents permission. (1 69) 

RECOVER PURE GOLD FROM SCRAP circuil boards. 
computers, eleclronic parts. Easy methods. Send $5.00 
RECYCLING, Box 11216SF. Reno NV 69510-1216. (169) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS & ENAMELED PINS, YOUR 
DESIGN, Excellent Quality, Free Catalog .. A.T. Patch Co .. PO 
Box 662. Am 133. Littleton N.H. 03561 (603) 444-3423 Fax 
(603) 444-2371. (170) 

BROCHURE: See our large selection ol Cttations/Oiplomas/ 
Awards tor Military/Marl<manship/Military Arts & More. Send $1 
plus large SASE to DOCUGAAPHICS. 3232 SW 35 Blvd .. Sune 
115. Depl. S. Gainesville. FL 32606. (170) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG OF POLICE AND INVESTIGA
TION EQUIPMENT $2.00 IPEC Dept. SF691 Box 7636. Moreno 
CA 92303. (1 71) 
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f LEARN-GUNsMiriit!~1f1'u[~].~1 
I you a pro with rifles, shot-

guns, pistols. Free booklet: 800·223·4542. I 
I Name~------------

Address I 
I City State_ Zip ___ I 

The School of Gunsmithing, 2245 Perimeter 

L Park, Dept GM171 Atlanta, Georgia 30341 .J ------------
SADDAM TRADING CARDS 

LIMITED QUANTITY!! 
SOF EXCLUSIVE! Only 5 ,000 numbered sels printed. 
60-Card, full-colored set includes embossed & num
bered certificate of authenticity. History, family, weap
ons, atrocities. more. 
THE HOTTEST COLLECTORS ITEM OF THE 

YEAR! NO DEALERS, PLEASE! 
Trading Cards (limil 6 sels) 

$25/set•6 sels/$1 00•Add $2 P&H 
Mail check or M .0 . to : 

Officially Licensed Producls 
2717 King SI .. Dept JSF, Denver. CO 8021 1 

MCNISA call 1-800-875-5872 
DESERT STORM Souvenir Brochure $2 (refundable) 

GET A PEACE OF THE ACTIONDesert Slorm Sand. Send 
$5.00 money order wilh sase:AWB, 12176 Greenspoint Dr .. Box 
430. Houston TX 77060. (t 69) 

MEET WOMEN WORLO WIDE Free 32 page catalog. America's 
most respected correspondence club since 1974. Cherry 
Blossoms. 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, HI 96755 608-961-
211 4 (172) 

CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS FROM 35 COUNTRIES! Current 
Listing $1 .00 .. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (169) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items and 
genuine milnary clolhing and equipment Send $2. Kaufman's 
West Army & Navy Goods. Depl. A-I 59. 1660 Eubank. 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. (I 69) 

INVENTIONSiNEW PRODUCTS YANTED: We are a full 
service marketing and patent development company. For free 
inlormation/lnvenlors Newsletter call TLCI 1-800-468-7200 24 
hrs/day - USNCanada. (I 69) 

SURPLUS 
EAST GERMAN UNIFORMS AND EOUIPMENT,List and 
overseas cap w/emblem $2.00. Melro Surplus South, 20006 
Quail Ad. Altoona FL 32702. (I 68) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, AND 
INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality lor over 65 years. 
Catalog $2. Kaufman's Wes! Army & Navy Goods. Dept A-159, 
1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (169) 

MILITARY CLOTHING. FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight and field 
jackels. and more. Call Toll Free (BOO) 533-3470 lor FREE 
CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria. PO Box 6663. San Jose. CA 
95155. (169) 

MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large Inventory, 
New and Used. Mail $1.00 (refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wades. 2120 West Aeelfoot Ave .. Union City TN 38261-9732. 
(169) 

SURVIVAL 
SURVIVAL and primitive skills - how-to books give you the 
edge. Kits, plans and ready made "Aztec" spear throwers. 
Survival. Box 440003. Aurora, CO 60044-0003. (1 69) 

DISCOUNT CAMPING,BACKPACKING, SURVIVAL EQUIP
MENT. Free catalog. 24 hours 1-201-467-2830. G3 Business 
Products. PO Box 25. River Edge. NJ 07661 . Depl. SOF. (176) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles. Bombs, Pots. 
Grenades) · Send $3.00 (relundable wilh order) lor catalogue ol 
these an·d much more! Many exclusive products. Signus, Box 
3371 2-W21 , Phoenix AZ 65067. (169) 

Should Your Boss Have Wings? 

tfA**~W~ 

~~{!irt7 ... . \\ . _,,. _}" -
-:-~ . ' j/___,r'- -

- -". - , '~ --~ -,. ' ---<l . r. . ' ' .- -. 
~c . · ' ,,_,. 

T/.M Pl.ue wc..U. k -. ~±!, 

White SO/SO, 3 color imprint 
T-shirt $12.9S • Sweatshirt $18.9S 

Ceramic Mug $9.9S 
ShinninP and HandlinP included 

Srml Chcrk or MO to: The Rite Stuff, P.O. Box 670, Killen. AL 35645 
rm Vi....i or MC Cull 1 ·KCXl·R69-0K53 •Allow 6 10 K weeks delivery. 

SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD - The fir.it name In smveillance 
equipment. Complete line of Investigative, 

oommunlcations & oountermeasures equlpm~l 

OONTACf 11111 llJnEIUANCI! SPic:l.Wsri 
SHER~D COMMUNIC!TIONS .USOCIATES, LTD. 

' PO le• 55'5, Se_,._, P.t 18"' 
' (ln) HHt65 

FIRST AIO;SURVl\tlL KITS, inslructions. olher unique items, 
all discounted in FREE CATALOG. FASS PACKS. Box 117045 
SOF. Burlingame CA 94010. (171) 

TRAINING 
41s. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain slrength and self 
cpnfidence. Gel in shape using lhe methods of !he world's most 
eltte combat untt. Send $10.95 lo T-N-S Ent .. PO Box 5644, 
Virginia Beach. IA 23455. (I 70) 

POLICE/LAW ENFORCMENT TRAINING. Nalional Academy 
of Investigative & Security Sciences. Guaranleed quality 
professional training courses. For FREE information send 
S.A.S.E. to Nalional Academy, 3435 Camino del Rio South, 
Suite 307, San Diego, CA 92106." (171) 

RANGER. AIRBORNE. BODYGUARD !raining. Catalog and 
information $6. (SIO foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 
103, Santa Ana. CA 92706-2622. (171) 

INVESTIGATION -SECURITY VOCATIONAL DEGREES. 
Internationally recognized. Personalized curriculum for either 
beginners or professionals. Prospectus -$1 .00. l.S.D.A. Box 
6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78466-6303. (I 69) 

" KILL OR BE KILLED" - The Master is Back, Bigger and 
badder than ever before. Train with Professional Expert in Lethal 
hand·lo-hand combal and special combatives as laugh! lo Eltte 
Milttary Teams. Bodyguards. Covert Operalors, elc. World Wide. 
Combatanl use of knife, axe, garrotte, physco/physical pro
grams available. Free information and catalog send S5 for 

postage/handling lo: C.P. Hoffman, PO Box 524, Brick, NJ 
08724. Credit card orders only: 1-800-442-4625. (I 69) 

VEHICLES 
US ARMY UTILITY TRAILER BODIES (as pulled behind jeeps). 
New production, quantity over-run. Body complete, galvanized 
steel. CAAC dark green pain!, undercoated. NO tailgate, NO 
frame. NO running gear. FOR SALE at under cost, $585 ea .. 
FOB, Dayton, Ohio. (513) 233-4911 , ask for Paul. (1 69) 

VIDEOS 
TRAIN DRUG DETECTOR DOGS. Finally ... secrels o1 lhe pros' 
Videos on licensing, theory, selection. training. proofing, search 
patterns, $125. SI. Augusline Canine Genier. 5720 US I N, SI. 
Aug .. FL 32095 VISA. (I 69) 

FINO ANYONE!Amazing "guerilla" video. Discretely research 
all sources. They can't hide! INFOage. 4661 Lago, #I 00-A, 
Huntington Beach CA 92649. (714) 646-4804. (1 66) 

NAVY SEALS VIOEOSI Complete museum collection $19.95 
each. Save Money: Any 3 lor $551 Any 6 for $99! "Men With 
Green Faces"' 30 minutes color. " Someone Special (1972)" 30 
minutes color. "Submarine Trunk Training" 30 minutes color. 
'"The Lonely Warrior'" 30 minutes B&W. " Navy Frogman'" 30 
minutes B&W. ''Seals in Vietnam" 17 minutes color. "Seals on 
Patrol'" 15 minules color. Also available @ S29.95 each or 2 for 
$50: " Someone Special (1969)" 30 minutes color. '"Navy Seals: 
Inside Look" 30 minutes color. All sales benefit the UOT Seal 
Museum. Send check or MO to LOTI Group Productions 13691 
N. Kendall Drive. Suite #64, Miami FL 33166. (168) 
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COUR'l'ESV OF SOIJllER OF l~ORTUNE MAGAZINE 

SOF reprinted the U.S. Army Special Forces caching manual last month. If you don't have that issue or the manual (TC-31!29A), get 
one. A lot of what we'll cover this month assumes that you are aware of the basic techniques discussed in that document. 

Proliferating gun laws and a growing crime threat in this country make knowing how to proper:Jy store or hide weapons increasingly 
important to civilia.n gun owners. But civilians, particularly city dwellers, face different tactical problems than a military unit or rural 
guerrilla force. Thus, the focus of this article is on weapons caching so/utions relevant to the needr; of the legally armed citizen. 

A weapons cache or secure storage system must be individually tailored to your local environment, the risks faced, types of weapons you 
will be storing and specific location of your cache or hide site. Rather than attempt to catalog the infinite variety of caching solutions, we 
will analyze those factors so that you may individually configure ihe best system for your needs. 

Less than a generation ago, there would have been no need for a series like this. But ownership of firearms was taken for granted then. 
You secured them the way you protected any other valuable possessions: locked your home while you were away if you lived in or near 
a large city, and kept them in a locked cabinet or closet if you were worried about small children handling them. You cared for your guns 
by using them and cleaning them afterwards. 

Times have changed. Civilian ownership of firearms is no longer considered an American birthright. The Second Amendment has been 
de facto repealed by Jaws of questionable constitutionality, particularly in major urban areas such as New York City and Washington, D.C. 
and in more "progressive" states such as Cali[ornia, New Jersey and the People's Republic of Massachusetts. There are many good 
Americans Jiving in those states who were turned into criminals overnight - not by any antisocial actions on their part, but by legislative 
decree. · 

We need to make a legal point here. SOF views noncompliance with firearms bans not as illegal action or even civil disobedience, but 
rather as an exercise of one of our most important civil liberties: the right to keep and bear arms. The right of the citizen to self-defense 
is the most basic of civil rights. We consider the constitutional protection of tools of defense, provided for by the 2nd Amendment, as 
essential to pr~servation of all of our civil liberties. 

Guns are emergency equipment, life preservers in the most basic sense. Guns, or more accurately the coercive force they imply, 

•

guarantee our rights to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 
However, not everyone sees ii this way. Be aware of the legal realities of the area you live in. We're in the information business, and 

the 1st Amendment protects us - so far. But if you run afoul of the law in following techniques discussed last month or this month, don't 
say we didn 't warn you. · 



THREAT ANALYSIS 
The first step in protecting your guns isn't deciding where lo bury them: it ' s identifying the actual th reats. This assessment must be 
complete and realistic. Unnecessary measures or caching activity may attract attention, but don ' t underestimate real dangers. 

Potential threats may include criminals, environmental factors, children, government agencies, neighbors, rioting civilians, and hostile 
foreign forces , roughly in that order. Let ' s break it down some more: 

CRIME 

Crime is probably the greatest risk. Guns are a high -priority target for criminals. Gun owners do not want to arm a criminal or nut case who 
will kill someone, turning up the heat for more gun laws. The Catch-22 is that gun laws drive up the value of stolen guns, so if in an area 
wi th stringent.gun laws one must employ extra security. 

Cars lire constantly broken into, and guns rank right behind tape decks and compact disk players as the favori te compact and valuable · 
take. Small strongboxes designed just for securing guns in trucks and automobiles are available or can be easily fabricated. A padlocked 
steel tool box bolted to the floor won't cost much and will stop an average punk. Don ' t count on your trunk lock for much protection. 

To assess the crime risk in your area, talk to cops - officially and off the record. Find out if guns are targeted by burglars in your area, 
and what their MO is. Your insurance company is also a good source. 

Gun store owners are a good source of anecdotal information. Ask them if they 've been victims of attempted thefts. Only fairly serious 
bad guys or complete wackos will try lo rip off a gun shop, but you need to know if either are active in your area. Cross-check information 
from gun store owners with the cops, and vice versa, and you'll get a pretty accurate picture. 

The crime reporter at the local paper may also be a source. If a lot of cars have been broken into without the tape decks being stolen, guns 
may be the target. If a lot of pickups and Blazer-type vehicles are being broken into, guns are also a likely target, since crooks know these 
vehicles are popular with outdoorsmen and , lacking trunks, may have guns stashed under the seats or in the glove compartments. 

If drug dealers are active in your area, be especially concerned about gun thefts, not so much by the pushers - they have plenty of money 
to buy guns, and they have no qualms about breaking existing laws. Worry about junkies and cokeheads trading your guns for crack. Worse, 
the junkie may decide, now that he has a gun, to graduate to heavier crime than car break-ins. 

Gangs pose a serious risk to gun owners. Theft is the main way they obtain guns. Talk to the cops on the gang detail in your area for 
insights into the 'way these punks operate. The police will be plenty happy to talk to a gun owner who wants to keep his weapons away from 
gangs. 

ENVIRONMENT 

A rifle with a rusted barrel and action or a warped stock. isn't much good, and if you've cached your weapons near a hillside that slides in 
an earthquake you may have a tough time ·recovering your guns. Environment is a serious concern for intermediate or long-term gun storage 
and, in some areas, heat and humidity may cause problems in a matter of days. If you live near a sea coast or in a high-humidity area, you'll 
need to take extra precautions against corrosion. " 

Flood and water can quickly ruin guns and ammo. Before you· build an elaborate underground vault or decide to bury your guns in a 
remote area, be sure you know where the water table is, what happens to surface water in the area during floods, the effects of the spring 
runoff and thaw. 

Your local building authority can tell you where to find floodplain maps and information on water risks, and state geological surveys 
will provide you with groundwater information uf a general nature . 

I recommend every prudent precaution in de.aling with environmental risks. 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

You'll need to personally analyze any threat from local, state and federal agencies. This will vary with geography. If you live in a small 
town in Wyoming, for instance, you probably don ' t have to worry about the local authorities grabbing your guns, as they likely view 
themselves as on the side of an honest, armed citizenry . If you live in Los Angeles or New York City, it can be another story. 

You may face conflicting federal, state and local laws, and local ordinances and police attitudes may even vary from town to town in 
the same metropolitan area. 

Your local NRA representative is the best source of accurate information on the maze of gun laws on the books, and NRA members are 
regularly updated on changes or additions to those laws. Remember that ignorance of the law is not a legal defense, and most gun laws 
provide for , at minimum, confiscation of the " illegal " weapon. A lot of honest citizens have lost guns through violaiions of laws they had 
no idea existed. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

Understanding gun laws is only the first step in assessing the governmental threat you face . You also need to understand the attitudes and 
capabilities of the pertinent agencies. A lot of individual cops don't have much use for gun laws aimed at disarming citizens, and you ' ll 
find more than a few BATF agents who feel the same way . And those who don 't think we should own guns aren ' t in a hurry to knock on 
our doors and ask us to turn them in . The lack of a politically reliable enforcement mechanism is one of the biggest hurdles facing the 
Kennedy-Metzenbaum-Brady bunch in their drive to disarm us. 

Both BATF and the FBI have enforcement powers for federal gun laws, but the FBI isn't enthusiastic about a heavy involvement. They 
have the ir hands full putting away real criminals. And the bureau is highly, and justifiably, respected by most Americans. It doesn ' t want 
to jeopardize tha t respect by going after honest citizens suddenly turned into criminals by self-serving and m'isguided politicians. If you ' re 
worried about the FBI , then you ' re probably into things other than just gun collecting or personal defense. On the other hand, things can 
change, so you probably don't want to send them a list of your guns. 

The .BATF is worth more concern, since firearms are one of its statutory areas of responsibility. BATF' s real strength lies in its abil ity 
to track paper - and computer records. Think about all the Form 4473s you've probably filled out since passage of the Gun Control Act 



I ,. 
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of 1968 which requires licensed firearms dealers lo keep those forms forever. Ever pawn one of your guns? You fi lled out another 4473, 
creatin~ two records on the same firearm. ~ver sold one of yo.ur guns to~ private party, with~ut a no~ari.zed ;ecor~ of ~he transacti~n? You 
probably still own the gun, as far as BATF 1s concerned, and 1f that gun 1s ever recovered dunng a cnmmal mvest1gat1on, BATF will want 

to talk to you. · . , 
All of this paper is becoming a serious concern because of the increasingly powerful data-processing capacity of the federal government. 

Think again about those 4473s. Was your address correct on all of them? If not, you may own that gun illegally. 
An individual's risk of harassment from federal agencies depends largely on the amount of paper they have on him - fill out enough 

forms, and you'll eventually make a mistake or give someone an excuse to take a closer look at you. If you've been. audit~d by the IRS, 
worked for the federal government, filled out a lot of 4473s, applied for an FFL, belonged to the armed forces, been investigated or come 
to the attention of the feds in any number of routine ways, you are higher profile to them than a guy who has never filled out federal forms 
other than 1040s. 

STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

You need to very carefully assess the attitudes of authorities in your area and neighboring regions you may need to travel through. If you 
have a friend on your local police force, he will be your best source of information. Official inquiries may not be answered trut!ifully. Talk, 
off the record, to your NRA rep and gun store owners, as well as other gun owners. Check local newspaper files for stories involving gun 
owners. Keep your eyes and ears open. And try not to come off as paranoid, but rather as a concerned citizen who doesn ' t want to step afoul 
of the law. 

CIDLDREN AND NEIGHBORS 

OK, maybe you're not worried that your kids or neighborhood children are going to actually steal your weapons. But children are curious . 
A child who merely wants to show off his dad's guns to friends is a safety and security threat, since kids talk. Also, precautions against 
environmental risks may be negated by children handling your weapons: 

Neighbors can be an asset or liability depending on how they view you and their attitudes toward guns. A liberal neighbor who views 
any gun owner as a "'gun out" is a liability. Given the changing attitudes of the general public toward gun ownership, you're better off 
treating the weapons you own as private business. 

: THREAT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET 

• 
This following worksheet will give you a rough but objective idea of what your weapons security concerns should be. If you answer "yes' ' 

I to any of these questions, you may face an elevated risk in that category. · 

I 
I 

I 
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I 
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CRIME 

1. Do you live within 30 miles of a major urban area? 2. Are hard drugs (cocaine, amphetamines, heroin, etc.) a serious problem in your 
area? 3. Has a home in your immediate neighborhood been broken into or robbed within the past six months? 4. Are youth gangs active 
in your area? 5. Has a car parked in your neighborhood been broken into wjthin the last six months? 6. Does your area have stringent gun 
laws, such as handgun bans? 7. Does a state or municipality bordering yours have stringent gun laws? 8. Is there a major highway or an 
interstate interchange within 10 miles of your home? 9. Are the jails in your area considered overcrowded by law enforcement or court 
officers? 10. Has your area experienced violent incidents involving racial or minority groups or "hate" crimes within the past year? 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. Do you live in a humid or maritime climatic zone? 2. Will you store or cache your weapons either outside or underground? 3. If you will 
store weapons outside, will they be subjected to freezing cir extremely high temperatures? 4. Is there a flood threat in your area? 5. Will 
you store your weapons for longer than six months without inspection or maintenance? 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

1. Have you ever been charged with violation of a weapons law? 2. Have you ever been denied permission to purchase a weapon by a law 
enforcement agency? 3. Do any of your local law enforcement officials or agencies advocate new restrictions on civilian gun ownership? 
4: Do you live in an area with stringent gun laws? 5. Have you ever been investigated by any federal agency? · · 

CACHE-SITE SELECTION 
There are many variables in choosing a cache site. If you've done a good th~eat assessment, you should know whether secure storage in 
your own house will work or if caching in a remote location is more appropriate. Kee~ in mind thc-tradeoffs-betwcen ~ecurity-on-the-one- -
hand and accessibility on the other. If you're choosing a remote site, be sure you're not creating unnecessary environmentctt risks to yo.ur 
weapons. 



RESIDENTIAL SITES 

If your situation favors a cache site in or near your residence, try to locate it so that no unusual activity is necessary - or at least observable 
- to access your weapons. For instance, digging holes at night in your backyard gets noticed, while walling off a section of the basement 
~an be .done with no one. knowing. If you ever build a new home, plan a few hide sites into it from the beginning. 

For apartment or townhouse dwellers, an adequate indoor hide site will probably be more difficult to create. False back walls in closets 
can create plenty of space for long gun storage, and handguns can be cached in any number of small hide sites - false compartments in 
bookcases and cabinets, furniture, etc. The key here is to hide or disguise the site adequately to defeat a casual bu.rglar. A detennined law 
enforcement search will involve the virtual destruction or dismantling of the residence, and you can't defend against that. 

The principal environmental risk to weapons cached in your residence is fire. Guns walled up in a closet are going to be hard to extract 
quickly. Ammunition should always be stored in a fire resistant container for this reason, but a true fire-proof container large enough for 
lpng guns is expensive. Condensation may be a problem with fireproof containers, but this can be controlled with desiccants such as silica 
gel or dehumidifiers in the case of larger vaults. 

A homeowner willing to spend some serious money can build a fireproof vault. This should be constructed in a basement or on the 
ground floor of a slab foundation building. Construction requirements for such rooms are available from fire departments. 

Stairways are often used to hide cache sites, and can protect against burglary. Stairwells may even provide room to hide a large gun safe. 
Hidden compartments in walls may also be constructed. (Drawings from The Big Book of Secret Hiding Places, by Jack Luger, 1987. 
Available from Loompanics Unlimited, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, Washington, 98368. $17.96 postpaid. Illustration courtesy of 
Loom panics.) · 

MINI-STORAGE FACILITIES 

For the urban or suburban dweller who, for environmental, high crime risk, concern with government intrusion or other reasons decides 
that residential storage is not adequate or desirable, there are options other than burying his guns in the woods. Mini-storage warehouses 
are common, and those constructed of steel sheeting with a steel sliding door are a pretty secure unit. 

Lots of people use them, and no one can tell what's inside. Most are used to store junk that people don't quite want to throw away, so 
crooks don't often break into them. They make good places to store guns - dry, fireproof, reasonably accessible yet secure from household 
burglars. ~f your guns are further secured by being locked in a strong container, you're looking at excellent security. 

Some of these facilities are acces~ible 24 hours a day, and others close their gates at night. The better ones have some type of entry 
col)lrol to keep persons out that don't rent a unit, or simply haven't paid their bill. Some are patrolled by security guards. Unless you really 
need to access your cache at night, the greater security against theft provided by a facility closed at night makes sense. Make sure the 
facility will let you put your own lock on the door, and use a good one that will defeat bolt cutters. 

REMOTE CACHE SITES 

Maybe you want to get your guns completely away from an urban environment. Choosing a remote cache site requires reasonable access, 
since you'll probably want to be able to drive close by without attracting attention. Some locations in the national forests and on BLM land 
are accessible, yet remote and untraveled - until hunting season, when they may look like a four-wheeler rally. Think about how your site 
will look during each season, and how access will be affected. 

Make'Sure you can find the site again. Are there some pennanent, recognizable landmarks you can reference? You don't want to.pace 
the distance to your cache carefully at, say, 220 degrees magnetic from a big, ugly tree, only to come back and find that someone has logged 
it out of existence. You also have to look carefully at environmental risks. Choosing a remote cache site isn't as easy as it first appears, 
as was covered in detail last month. 

BUNKERS 

For persons living in remote areas, a weapons and ammunition bunker may be a desirable cache site. "Cut and cover" .type bunkers 
constructed in a hillside is recommended by U.S. Anny combat engineers, as it provides good protection and is fairly simple to build and 
camouflage. Underground bunkers should be avoided, as they are difficult to keep dry. 

Stairways provide opportunities for residential hide sites. Area 
under stairwell is a good p!ace to locate a weapons safe. 
Drawings from The Big Book of Secret Hiding Places by Jack 
Luger. Courtesy L.oompanics Unlimited. 

Household sites abound: in a stud 
wall below electrical panel, behind 
shelves, in "blind" spots in cabi
nets. Drawings from Big Book of 
Secret Hiding Places by Jack 
Luger. Courtesy Loompanics Un
limited 



I ,. 
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Underground caches must be 
careful ly planned to prevent water 
damage. A concrete-l ined cache 
should include a sump. Vc!ult 
should also be surrounded with 
perforated, gravel-filled PVC 
pipes, draining to lower point. 
Outside of walls should be pro
tected by waterproof coating. 
Drawing from Big Book of Secret 
Hiding Places, by Jack Luger. 
Courtesy Loompanics Unlimited 

Slope
exaggerated 
for clarity 

Cutaway drawing (above left) shows method of emplacjng bunkers in hillside or roadcut. Sandbag walls are generally used by the 
military, but a drier and more permanent bunker can be constructed with concrete or cinder blocks. Pressure-treated pl ywood-and-timber 
construction is sometimes used. Use heavy construction plastic on outside of buried walls for waterproofing. A gravel-fi lled U-shaped PVC 
drain pipe, perforated and surrounding the bunker, will reduce threat of groundwater intrusion. This pipe should slope slightly downhill and 
drain to the front. (Drawings from FM 5-15, Field Fortificat"ions, U.S. Army.) 

LENGTH OF STORAGE 
The length of time you are planning to cache your guns without care or inspection will determine what steps to take in planni ng the cache 
and preparing your guns. Let's divide the choices, for the sake of discussion, into short-tenn (30 d'iiys or fewer), intermediate (up to six 

· months), and long-term storage (possibly for years). 

SHORT-TERM STORAGE 

Short periods of storage are the best ch9ice for avoiding environmental risks: "If you can pull your guns out every month or so to inspect 
for rust and moisture, clean them and renew their preservatives, you'll avoid the uncertainty of wondering if your guns are OK or, worse, 
pulling them out of a cache only to find them rusted. 

The downside of short-term storage is that your cache may be more vulnerable to criminals or government agents. If the cache is remote, 
you may be noticed making frequent visits. Thus, a short-term cache site should be located so that a reasonably normal routine allows 

I access. A weapons vault in your home, for instance, would be appropriate for short-term storage. 

I .INTERMEDIATE-TERM STORAGE 

I 

:• 
I 

This is probably the most common scenario for traditional caches. Storage of weapons for up to six months means that you face a 
significant corrosion risk if they are not properly prepared, packaged and emplaced. However, a six-month cache means that you don't have 
to plan for several different seasons, making outdoor caching a reasonable choice. 

If you own a summer vacation cabin, ski chalet or hunting lodge, you may be interested in keeping some of your guns in or near the cabin 
for use during visits. If no one but you or your family will use the cabin, an indoor hidden storage will reduce environmental risks and 
simplify emplacement and recovery. Keep in mind that remote cabins are often broken into, though. If you don't have a secure hide site 
in the structure, then a nearby outdoor cache may be a better choice. 

LONG-TERM STORAGE 

Long-term weapons storage gets pretty involved . An outdoor site will usually be the choice, since a building may change ownership, bum 
down, or get plowed under to make room for a shopping mall during the period the cache is in place. · 

Abandoned mine shafts are sometimes used, but they are usuaily a bad choice because of moisture and cave-ins; also, others may be 
aware of them. Natural caves, though less likely to cavejn, also have moisture problems. 

A long-term cache site, if properly chosen, will provide excellent security for your weapons, but such storage requires considerable care 
in preparation and carries unavoidable environmental risks. 

CACHING METHODS 
Traditional caching methods include concealment, burial and submersion. Special Forces doctrine is limited to these methods. For civilian 
purposes, we will also consider weapons safes, vaults, mobile caches and bunkers. 

GUN-STORAGE CHECK LIST 

Before hiding or storing a gun, certain precautions must be taken. Some of these are obvious, but some are often overlooked. 
1. Unload the firearm and visually inspect the chamber. Unload all magazines. · 
2. Disassemble or field strip as necessary. Don't take apart subassemblies that are intended for factory disassembly only. 
3. Clean and thoroughly dry the weapon. Refer to the U.S. Army Special Forces caching manual, published in the October 1991 SOF, 

for detailed procedures. 
4. Coat all external and internal surfaces with a preservative appropriate to that particular material (be it steel, aluminum, wood or 

plastic). 
5 . Properly package all compone~ts, packing with appropriate desiccant material. (See SF caching manual, cited above). 



6. If special tools are necessary for reassembly, pack them with the weapon. Includi: operator manuals if available, wrapped in plastic 
to protect them from metal preservatives. 

7. Pack <1ny cleaning materials and lubricants necessary to restore the weapon to operational status. Make sure solvent containers are 
airtight. · 

BURIAL CACHING 

This is the method that most often comes to mind when people are thinking about hiding guns, and while a burial cache can provide 
excellent security, it's difficult to emplace and recover. Burial caching requires the greatest degree of care in preparation and packaging 
of weapons, since buried packages are subject to attack by moisture, the freeze/dry cycle (which may destroy apparently solid containers), 
burrowing animals, the heat of a forest fire and inadvertent discovery. 

Burial sites may either be remote or located on your residential property, but discretion is advised in either case. The last thing you want 
is a police SWAT team kicking your door in because a hysterical neighbor told them you've buried your wife in the back yard. You may 
want to consider purchasing a storage shed or outbuilding kit and then digging· a storage vault under it. You can also access a vault from 
a basement. Remember that the deeper you go, the greater the risk from groundwater. 

SUBMERSION 

Submersion may work well for you if you live in an area with a lot of lakes, wetlands and slow-moving streams and rivers. The underwater 
cache needs to be well-anchored to a solid point on shore. Avoi<i man-made structures such as bridges and piers if possible, since these are 
subject to inspection and m~intenance. A submerged cache can be emplaced and recovered quickly, particu.larly if you have a 
winch-equipped vehicle. 

For maximum security, th~ on-1'hore portion of the cable securing the submerged cache should be buried. If you are a diver, consider 
underwater burial for ultimate security. Stainless steel burial containers, well-sealed, should be used for any submerged cache. An inner 
waterproof packaging is desirable. Avoid streams .that change course during floods . 

CONCEALMENT 

There are two ways to conceal a cache: either hide it or disguise it. Hidden caches involve false floors, sliding panels and the like, while 
disguised caches involve securing the cache in some sort of everyday object - an outdoor propane tank that isn ' t really a propane tank, 
or other "Trojan Horse" strategies. 

MOBILE CACHES 

. A mobile cache is advised for someone who is on the move and who may need to transport weapons discretely. False floors in vehicles may 
conceal handguns or perhaps a long gun. Pickup beds may allow.guns to be hidden underneath, and a pickup can be fitted with auxiliary 
gas tanks that aren ' t really tanks. 

A camping trailer parked by a suburban garage doesn't attract a second glance, but it can contain a secure container holding a sizable 
cache of weapons. If you need to get out of Dodge, just hook it up and go. 

SAFES AND VAULTS 

Safes make sense for the citizen who is mostly concerned about crime risk. A good - and only a good - weapons safe offers protection 
against all but the·most serious and talented criminals, and it .may also protect against fire damage. Look for one with a locking mechanism 
that securely pins the door on all four sides. Any gun owner living in or near a major metropolitan area should seriously consider purchasing 

. an adequate weapons safe. 
Safes are expensive, but there are some ways to beat their high cost. Government agencies dispose of old safes through property disposal 

auctions, and these may be a good deal. Purchasing a vault door alone and installing it in a reinforced concrete chamber is cheaper than 
buying a huge safe, especially if you can do the concrete work yourself. The concrete walls should be laced with vertical and horizontal 
rebar, wired firmly together where they cross. 

If government agents are your main worry, a standard gun safe alone probably isn't the answer. A well-hidden floor safe may work, 
though. If you park a washing machine over it or cover the entire floor with wall-to-wall carpet, you may defeat a cursory search. However, 
you should do all of this sort of work yourself rather than hiring it out. Floor safes, if not properly sealed, may leak. 

If you plan on long-term storage in a safe, particularly a fireproof one, wrap the guns individually and pack with desiccant. Rust due to 
condensation can be a problem with airtight containers. 

WEAPONS SAFES 

A good gun safe is essential to residential weapons security. Cleverly hidden, it can provide an excellent cache site. Look for a well-made 
cabinet with a locking mechanism incorporating multiple steel rods or bars to secure the door. Quality safes are available from : 

NATTONAL SECURITY SAFE COMPANY, 812 Dawn, Ft. Collins, CO 80524; (800) 544-3829 
SUN WELDING SAFE COMPANY, 290 East Street, Simi \alley, CA 93065; (805) 584-6678 

BUNKERS 

While a traditional military-style bunker will attract attention in most suburbs, a bunker needn't look like a World War II ammo storage 
point. If you have a home on a hillside, for example, a bunker can be accessed from inside the home. A bunker entrance can also be 
disguised as a storage shed or a root or wine cellar. But don't bother trying to disguise it if you have kids - the word will get out. 

Concrete or cinder blocks alone are not adequate, but if you tie them together with rebar and fill the voids with concrete, they will be 



almost as good as reinforced concrete. You "ll also want to install a strong plastic vapor barrier if the vault is underground or attached to 
your basement. If you don't know concrete construction, read up on it or consult a good contractor. But for complete security, you'll want 

to do it yourself. 

DEFENSIVE MEASURES 

I.ALARMS · 

I A good alarm system will help secure a safe or other gun cache at home, and alarms are common enough that installing one won't raise 
eyebrows in most neighborhoods. The main choice is between alarming the ent ire residence - a fairly costly process if it ' s done right - or 
just alarming the cache site itself. If you don't face a big crime risk where you live, the latter option may be adequate. 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

BOOBY TRAPS 

We strongly advise against use of explosive booby traps, tripwire guns, electrocution devices, etc. They are illegal in most municipalities, 
and may misfire anyway. If you get nailed on manslaughter charges and have ~o pay hefty reparations to some punk' s surviving relatives, 
it's just not worth it. Limit any boobytrapping to non-lethal tear gas or Mace. 

DECEPTION 

You should strive to maintain a low profile. "Insured by Smith & Wesson" signs may convey a message, but they also advertise that you 
own guns. Greenpeace decals, Save the Whales stickers and campaign signs for gun grabbers will create the best image. 

Another type of deception measure is a decoy gun, poorly hidden, that might satisfy a crook before he finds your good g;uns. Ideally, this 
decoy would be rigged so that it cannot be fired. 

' 

COUNTER-DETECTION MEASURES 

If you are primarily concerned with government agencies, you need to consider defeating a thorough search. Buried caches may, for 
example, be detected by metal and mass anomaly detectors. Burying chunks of reinforced concrete all around the area will reduce the 
likelihood of your cache being detected. After the Feds dig up a half-dozen 50-pound blocks of apparent construction junk, they'll probably 
give up unless they know for sure that you have guns buried. 

• 

Locating the cache under a dog run or compost heap will also reduce risk of detection by making it unpleasant to search there. Shrubbery, 
landscaping and rock gardens all will reduce likelihood of detection, 

LUBRICANTS AND PRESERVATIVES 
Selection of the proper preservative becomes increasingly critical the longer you plan on your guns being cached. Petroleum-based 
lubricants and preservatives may deteriorate over time or may attack sensitive components such as plastics. Few multipurpose products 
perform as well as specialized products, and the terms "lubricant" and " preservative" are not synonymous. 

SPECIALIZED PRODUCTS 

Lubricants contain solvents necessary to ensure proper coating of operating surfaces, but solvents are highly volatile. Preservatives 
specifically engineered for long-term protection against corrosion contain less solvent and thus are 117ore durable. Some of these products 
are sprayed on and result in a difficult-to-remove waxy coating (LPS-3, for example). Others leave a dense, grease-like coating that will 
be stable over a long term (such as Superlube aerosol). 

Specialized preservatives should be used for long-term storage in a carefully packaged cache. They should also be used for a hasty cache 
planned for short-term storage, since careful packaging may not be possible. Guns coated with these products will require cleaning before 
firing, particularly their bores. 

Silicone-based or synthetic hydrocarbon products should be used with \\leapons containing plastic parts. Read labels carefully; a 
statement to the effect that the product is safe for use with plastics will be found on the better products. 

Avoid motor oils and automotive products, as they contain very specialized additives such as detergents that may work great in a hot 
engine, but can attack the finish of some weapons. 

Even stainless steel weapons need to be protected against corrosion. Some of the best products are: 
T9 BOESHIELD, a product developed by Boeing for aerospace applications. Aerosol leaves durable, waxy film; recommended for 

· marine use. PMS Products", Inc., 285 James St., Holland, MI 49424 
SUPER .LUBE, a synthetic grease available in tubes or as an aerosol, effective in marine applications. Will not degrade plastics, 

according to manufacturer. Syncho Chemical Corp.,124 Da Vinci Dr., Bohemia, NY 11716 
LPS-3, an aerosol product that leaves a long-lasting, waxy coating. Claimed to provide up to two years protection against corrosion. LPS 

Laboratories, 4647 Hugh Howell Rd., Tucker, GA 30085 
LUBRIPLATE MARINE GUARD, an aerosol designed for corrosion protection in salt-water environments. Fiske Brothers Refining 

Company, Newark, NJ 07105 
I • METAL SEAL, specifically designed for firearms protection by the makers of the well-know!) Outers product line. Omark Industries, 

Onalaska, WI 54605 
I SHEATH RUST PREVENTATIVE, another firearms-specific product from an experienced manufacturer o f gun care products. 

I 

I 

Birchwood-Casey, Eder Prairie, MN 55344 
HCF, a multipurpose aerosol product emphasizing corrosion protection. BG Products, Wichita, KS 67213 



DISASSEMBLY CONSIDERATIONS 

It"s a good ide_a to_ se~arate wood, metal and plastic components, as they have different preservative requirements. This will also assure you 
that no corros10n 1s hidden by the stock, handguards or other furniture. Disassembly may also extend the service life of springs. Just make 
sure that you can reassemble anything you take apart. Some modern fi rearms include subassemblies that really aren ' t designed to be taken 
apart. 

CARING FOR W.OOD 

Wood stocks need to be cleaned of gun oils and coated with a good wood preservative compatible with the finish. For oiled stocks, this 
will probably mean tung or linseed oil. In the case of varnished stocks, you may want to apply a fresh coat of good varnish. Matte finish 
polyurethane synthetic varnishes work well, but traditional spar varnish will certainly do. 

•If the finish is good, nothing more than a co.at of furniture wax may be needed. After the finish or wax is dry, the stock should be wrapped 
in a clean, dry cloth. · 

PLASTICS AND POLYMERS 

Plastic components a~e generally durable and corrosion resistant, but oxidation can be a problem. Light silicone greases or waxes are a 
good choice for preserving them, but test any such product overnight on a hidden or inner surface to make sure it won't attack the finish. 
Armor All-type products may cloud or discolor some plastics, for example. When possible, separation of plastic components will allow 
more careful protection of both the plastic and metal portions of the weapon. 

In the case of a Glock or similar weapon that uses plastic for the receiver or other major portion of the gun, complete disassembly is 
neither practical nor advised. Choose a synthetic-based preservative that is certified safe for plastics, test it on a non-critical spot, and then 
coat the entire assembly. Aerosol sprays will coat hard-to-reach surfaces. 

Heat is the Achilles heel of plastic guns, so a flame- and heat-resistant container is advised. 

SPRING TENSION 

Loss of tension or fatigue in compressed springs is a frequent concern, and while modern springs are res·istant to deterioration, there is no 
reason to ask for trouble by storing weapons with unnecessarily compressed springs. Magazines should certainly not be stored loaded, and 
actions should be relaxed. Basic field stripping will usually relieve tension on recoil springs, which won ' t hurr anything if long-term 
storage is planned. If you have a weapon you know to have a spring problem, consider storing it with spares of the necessary components. 

Springs are very smooth, so light oils may not be retained well . Apply a thick coat of grease prior to storage, or pack springs in a 
grease-filled container. A subassembly such as a trigger group with critical springs will be well-protected simply by packing with a 
high-quality grease. 

CONTAINERS 

A number of firms manufacture containers specifically designed as caching containers. Stainless steel and PVC pipe are generally utilized 
for burial, though galvanized steel would also be a good material. Steel containers should be protected by a heavy coat of paint as well. An 
epoxy paint would be a good choice. 

Field-expedient containers can be constructed from construction-grade PVC tubing. Schedule 40 PVC has a wall thickness of 0.365 inch 
and is adequate for burial purposes. It's generally sold in 20-foot lengths for about $150, and end caps cost about $85 each. Assuming 
containers 4 feet in length, five could be constructed for about $1000, or $200 each. Two rifles or shotguns, accessories, ammunition and 
handguns could be stored in such a container, so this is not an unreasonable price. 

A less-costly approach is to wrap the weapons in multiple layers of heavy-duty construction plastic ("Visqueen"), overlapping the ends 
and wrapping with polyethylene tape or duct tape. If the weapons are then packed in a sturdy wooden crate or equivalent container, this 
will work for burial in a dry environment. But it isn't as stable as PVC or steel. · 

Before packaging, weapons must be properly prepared as discussed last month. Remember to pack wi\h a suitable desiccant. Silica gel 
is recommended by the Army, but at about $30 per pound it ' s fairly expensive. "Dririte" is a calcium sulfate desiccant' that may be dried 
and reused, and it only costs about $10 per pound. Scientific supply companies sell these products for use in drying samples for lab analysis 
and for packing instruments and electronic equipment. 

BOOKS ON CACHING AND IIlDING 
Need more information? First, be certain you have a copy of CACHTNG, TC 31-29A, by the U.S. Army Special Forces. It covers all aspects 
of secure weapons caching, especially proper packaging procedures and was reprinted in the October 1991 SOF. (Available for $5 from 
SOF Back Issues, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306, or by calling (303) 449-3750. Fax orders with credit card information to (303) 
444-5617.) 

Also useful ·are the following books, available from Paladin Press, P.O. Box 1307, Boulder, CO 80306, or by calling 1-800-392-2400: 
Modem Weapons Caching, by Ragnar Benson ($14) 
How to Hide Anything, by Michael Conner ($10) 
The Construction of Secret Hiding Places, by Charles Robinson ($9) 



.45 ACP 
TYPE .45 ACP 

BULLET: 230 gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Brass reloadable 
PRIMER : Boxer noncorrosive 

VELOCITY. 830 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 326 F.P. 

PACKAGING 50 Rds/box 
1000 Rds/case 

The classic 45 ammo. Priced 
right for target and sport 
shooting. Powerful defense. 

9 Para 
TYPE 9x19mm Luger 

BULLET: 124 gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Brass reloadable 
PRIMER : Boxer noncorrosive 

VELOCITY. 1130 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 426 F.P. 

PACKAGING 50 Rds/box 
2000 Rds/case 

Accurate , high velocity 
ammo for targets, 
defense , and small game. 

7.6 x39 
TYPE 7.62x39mm Russian 

BULLET: 122 gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Steel nonreloadable 
PRI MER : Berdan noncorrosive 

VELOCITY. 2350 FPS 
MUZZLE ENERGY: 1485 F.P. 

PACKAGING 20 Rds/box 
1200 Rds/case 

Growing popular in U.S. 

with collectors, small 
game hunters. New ammo. 

.223 
TYPE .223 Remington 

BULLET: 55gr FMJ 
copper jacket lead core 

CASE: Brass reloadable 
PRIMER : Boxer noncorrosive 

VELOCITY. 3250 FPS 
MUULE ENERGY: 1375 F.P. 

PACKAG ING 20 Rds/box 
1600 Rds/case 

Dependable in semi and full 
auto , boll , and single shot 

rifles of 5.56 or .223 

China.Sports Inc., Ontario, CA 91761 China.Sports products are available through the Distributor-Dealer network. See your local Dealerl 
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